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Neighbors, Financial aid director paid $60.000 by preferred lender 


admin. take 
positions on 
hoise policy 


By MARIE CUSHING 
The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


Members of the Hopkins adminis- 
tration and residents of Charles Vil- 
lage are showing mixed reactions to 
the proposed city-wide noise ordi- 
nance, which would evict residents 
from their houses if they twice failed 
to restrict sound levels to below 55 
decibels. 

Both sides of the debate see the cre- 
ation of a “fraternity row,” originally 
proposed by the University as part of a 
2003 letter sent to local neighborhoods, 
as a way to decrease tensions. 

Coordinator of Greek Life Rob 
Turning expressed concerns that the 
ordinance would be selectively en- 
forced. Students who live around 
Hopkins are the people who are going 
to be affected by it. 

“The ordinance basically classifies 
noise violations in the same way pros- 
titution and drugs. If housing were oc- 
cupied by the owner, they’d be banned 
from using it. If a person were leasing, 
they’d be evicted,” he said. 

“This is going to have a broad im- 
pact on not just Hopkins but at the 
other colleges located in Baltimore 
that have students living in residen- 
tial areas,” said Dean of Student Life 

CONTINUED ON Pace A4 


Pending courl 
ruling may 


redefine rape 


Appealed Maryland rape case 
contests meaning of consent 





By MARIE CUSHING 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


An upcoming ruling by the Mary- 
land Court of Appeals will decide 
whether sex that was previously con- 
sensual becomes rape if a partner says 
no at any time after penetration. 

The state’s highest court would 
rule on the case of Baby v. Maryland, 
which involved an 18-year-old student 
at Montgomery College. A 2006 ruling 
by the Maryland Court of Special Ap- 
peals in this case states that “if a wom- 
an consents prior to penetration and 
withdraws consent following penetra- 
tion, there is no rape.” 

The Maryland Coalition Against 
Sexual Assault and the Women’s Law 
Center of Maryland have filed letters 
asking the court to reinstate the con- 
viction. They argue that conditions 
such as pain, violence, lack of a prom- 
ised condom or learning that a partner 
is HIV-positive are all reasonable mo- 
tivation for someone to refuse sex after 
penetration. 

Critics of no-at-any-time rape laws 
argue that these laws make it easier 
for people to make false accusations 
of rape. Illinois is the only state with 
post-penetration rape laws, and seven 
states have had courts support convic- 
tions in these types of cases. In a 1979 
decision, North Carolina was the only 
other state to have rejected the idea of 
post-penetration rape. 

The question then arises: how soon 

CONTINUED ON Pace A2 

















* Tarantino and Rodriguez has 
come out with his newest mov- 
ie, Grindhouse. Find out if a 
woman with a machine gun leg is 
enough to make it amazing, Bé. 





COURTESY OF JHU DMM 
Frishberg may have a conflict of interest. 


Amid allegations of wrongful dealings 
with Student Loan Xpress, director put 
on leave as University investigates 


sities, claims that Ellen Frishberg received 
$43,000 from Student Loan Xpress in con- 
By KATLYN TORGERSON sulting payments and another $22,000 to 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


The director of the JHU Office of Student 
Financial Services has been put on paid 


leave in the wake of allegations that she — in 2005. 


received money from Student Loan Xpress, 
one of the University’s preferred lenders. 
New York State Attorney General An- 
drew Cuomo, who has been investigating 
similar conflicts of interest at other univer- 


help pay for her doctoral studies at the 
University of Pennsylvania between Au- 
gust 2002 and January 2004. Her consult- 
ing relationship with the company ended 


a 


SHIV GANDHI/NEWS-LETTER 


Junior midfielder Paul Rabil rushes past a Duke defender in a 11-9 loss to the Blue Jays’ embattled rival. The loss puts the team’s record at 4-4. 





Major renovations to Gilman Hall 
slated for completion in 2010 





COURTESY OF KLIMENT & HALSBAND ARCHITECTS 
Planned additions to Gilman Hall include a glass atrium. 


By CINDY CHEN 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


The University has projected that 
the long-awaited renovation of Gil- 
man Hall, the symbolic heart of 
Homewood Campus and home to 
most humanities departments, will be 
begin next month and finish in 2010. 

While plans for renovating Gilman 
have spanned many years as an ad- 
ministrative topic, the Building and 
Grounds Committee of the board of 
trustees have decisively agreed upon 
a building plan that will house all 10 
humanities departments in the School 
of Arts & Sciences upon its comple- 
tion in the summer of 2010. 

The most dramatic undertaking 
of this project will be the reconfigu- 





ration of the currently unused light 
well in the center of Gilman Hall. 

It will be transformed into a three- 
story atrium, connecting the Hutzler 
Undergraduate Library and the Me- 
morial Hall at the entrance of the 
building. 

On the ground floor, the atrium 
will showcase the University’s ar- 
chaeological collection. 

Above the collection’s transpar- 
ent roof will be an enclosed court- 
yard, serving as the main intersec- 
tion within the building where 
students and faculties from across 
the departments may converge to 
foster a culture of “interdisciplinary 
collaboration,” according to a news 
release. 

CONTINUED ON Pace A3 





The University received a phone call on 
Monday morning from CIT Group, the par- 
ent company of Student Loan Xpress, out- 
lining Frishberg’s dealings with the compa- 
ny and informing the University that they 
would be turning the information over to 
Cuomo’s office. The University received a 
letter from the attorney general's office later 
that afternoon. 

In the interim, University officials made 
the decision to place Frishberg on adminis- 
trative leave. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE A2 


Aramark restricts 
paid vacations for 
dining employees 


Hopkins workers express 
frustrations over limited benefits 


By STEFANIE BENCA 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Over a month after Aramark finally 
settled its union agreement with its 
Hopkins workers, employees continue 
to express frustration with what they 
consider unfair business practices by 
the company, which began working 
with Hopkins in 2006. 

Perhaps the least fair rule, according 
to a number of long-time Aramark em- 
ployees, concerns vacations. 

Each summer, the majority of work- 
ers go on “lay off”; they are removed 
from the company’s payroll, with a 
stipulation that they will be rehired at 
the start of the fall term. Most of them 
file for unemployment wages during 
that time. Several employees noted that 
the summer is too short to find employ- 
ment elsewhere. 

Aramark’s predecessor, Sodexho, 
allowed its employees to take their va- 
cations during the school year, up to a 
week at a time, depending on seniority. 
According to several long standing em- 
ployees, Aramark is insisting that they 
take no more than two days off at any 
time. 

“We submit our vacation slips early, 
and they get denied,” said a long-time 
worker at the Charles Street Market. 

For employees who have been work- 
ing at Hopkins for well over a decade 
and are allotted several weeks of vaca- 
tion each year, this renders their vaca- 
tion time useless. 

“That's just not vacation. If I’m go- 
ing on vacation, I want my whole week 
off,” said one long-time employee, who 
chose to remain anonymous. 

Several Aramark workers have said 
that the company asked them to con- 
serve their vacation time until the sum- 
mer, when they would usually be laid 
off and receive unemployment anyway. 
Instead, they would keep their jobs 
until their vacation time was spent, 

and then be laid off, as these workers 
CONTINUED ON Pace A3 





Track team lacks sufficient resources, facilities 


Sportexe Momentum playing sur- 
face, and a state-of-the-art score- 


By MATTHEW MURRAY 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Over the last couple of years, 
many of Hopkins’ sports facilities 
have received a much-needed face- 
lift with various improvements 
made to the fencing room, varsity 
weight room, and Homewood Field, 
but at least one glaring insufficiency 
remains: the track team has no des- 
ignated track. 

Through the generosity of 
donors and money raised through 


the Blue Jays Unlimited sector of the 








development office, an estimated 
$2.12 million have been designated 
for improvements to sports facilities 
since 2004, but only now has Athletic 
Director Tom Calder projected that 
the track should be completed by 
2008. 

Approximately two years ago, 
renovations were started on Home- 
wood Field as well as the supple- 
mental practice field. The $1.8 mil- 
lion project was completed in the 
summer of 2005 and included the 
addition of lights, thicker-grade 
fencing, the placement of a wider 
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board. 


The old track, which has since 
been demolished and replaced by 
a rubber one-lane walking sur- 
face, had four lanes on one side 
and six on the other with the 
white cemented stands brush- 
ing up against both sides of the 
straight-aways for the 400 meters 
it runs. Save for a narrow walk- 
way on the far side adjacent to 
the Shelly Pavilion, the lack of 
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* Spring Fair starts tomor- 
row and there's fried Oreos to 
be eaten. Your N-L helps sort 
_ through the riff-raff to bring you 
only the best activities, A9. 
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Some are calling for improvements to the team’s current facilities. 
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Ruling in Maryland rape case could change definition of consent 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
doesamanneed toend intercourse 
after the woman has asked him to 
stop before the act is considered 
rape? In a California Supreme 
Court case on the issue of retract- 
ing consent, the defense argued 
that “it is only natural, fair and 
just that a male be given a reason- 
able amount of time in which to 
quell his primal urge.” The direc- 
tor of the National Center for Men 
has been quoted as saying that “at 
a certain point during arousal, we 
don’t have complete control over 
our ability to stop.” 

A representative of the Office 
of the General Counsel, which 
represents the L niversity in le- 
gal matters, said that he “didn’t 
yet know enough about the case 
to comment on it” and deferred 
to Dennis O’Shea. The Executive 
Director of Communications and 
Public Affairs was also unaware 
of the case, and deferred to Doro- 
thy Sheppard, Associate Dean of 
Student Life. Sheppard was out 
of the office and could not be con- 
tacted by press time. 


Defining Rape at Hopkins 

The Undergraduate Student 
Handbook states that students 
are expected to refrain from 
“conduct that constitutes sexual 
abuse, assault, or rape of another 
person,” under threat of disci- 
pline and removal from the Uni- 
versity community. What con- 
stitutes rape is not specifically 
defined, but Dean of Student Life 
Susan Boswell stated that a sepa- 
rate procedure is available for 
when sexual assault occurs in or- 
der to protect the identity of the 
alleged victim. 

In text developed by Patricia 
Martin, director of Education for 
Health and Wellness, rape is de- 
fined as “when someone forces 
another person to have sexual 
intercourse of any kind.” The 
definition also notes the role that 
alcohol plays in rape, something 
that Boswell finds troubling. 

“I think the thing that prob- 
ably happens more likely on our 
campus, and on other campuses, 
is an unwanted sexual encounter 
that gets really clouded because 


of alcohol.” 

Boswell, who was unaware of 
the potential ruling in Baby, feels 
that there are “many cases, too 
many, of what I would call regret- 
ted sex, where it’s unclear. I think 
this is separate from deliberate 
rape, where the victim, because 
men can be victims of rape even 
though it is not as common, is very 
clearly and directly opposing sex 
and it is not cloudy. I think that not 
all cases get reported either.” 

Disciplinary conduct proceed- 
ings that arise are considered in- 
dependent of any criminal pro- 
ceedings arising from the same 
incident. The handbook states that 
“cases involving cha rges of sexual 
harassment or sexual assault shall 
be heard by the dean of student 
life,” unless both the dean and the 
alleged victim agree to bring the 
case before the Student Conduct 
Board. Boswell stated that rape in- 
cidents will be treated in the same 
confidential manner as cases of 
sexual harassment. 


Maouloud Baby v. State of 
Maryland 

In 2003, an 18-year-old student 
at Montgomery College claimed 
she was raped by two high school 
students. One of the students 
pleaded guilty to the charges; the 
other, Maouloud Baby, went to 
trial in the Circuit Court for Mont- 


gomery County. The victim testi- | 


fied that she had told Baby that he 
needed to stop if she said so and 
that he continued intercourse for 
“about five or so seconds” after she 
requested he stop because of the 
pain it was causing her. She also 
testified that the defendant and a 
friend had previously groped her 
and asked her to perform other 
sexual acts that she refused to 
do. Baby, who was 16 years old at 
the time of the assault but tried 
as an adult, gave testimony that 
matched the victim’s, but he stat- 
ed that he “stopped [intercourse] 
immediately.” 

The trial, held in the winter of 
2004, resulted in Baby being con- 
victed of first-degree rape, first- 
degree sexual offense and two 
counts of third-degree sexual of- 
fence. He was sentenced to fifteen 











vote for your class representatives! 





years imprisonment, but would 
only have to serve five of them and 
be on probation for the following 
five years. An appeal was filed 
in the Maryland Court of Special 
Appeals, arguing in part that the 
jury should have been informed 
that as long as there was consent, 
no rape was committed. 
According to transcripts, af- 
ter given the definition of rape as 
“the unlawful intercourse with 
another by force, or threat of force, 
and without consent,” the jury was 
required to answer the question 
whether or not “if at any time the 
woman says stop, is that rape?” 
After deliberation, the court 
responded, “This is a question 
that you as jury must decide. | 
have given the legal definition of 
rape which included the defini- 


tion of consent.” The judge had 
previously described rape as “the 
unlawful intercourse with anoth- 
er by force, or threat of force, and 
without consent.” 

lhe Maryland Court of Special 
Appeals overturned Baby’s con- 
viction based on the ruling made 
in the 1980 court case Battle v. 
State. The court’s decision stated 
that “under Battle, no rape oc- 
curred if the jury found that the 
prosecutrix withdrew her prior 
consent after penetration. The 
trial judge was obliged to answer 
the jury’s questions and it should 
have been advised that, under 
Maryland law, the answer is ‘no.” 

The court overturned Baby’s 
conviction in part because they felt 
that was the last ruling on this dis- 
cussion of rape. Neither the Mary- 


land Court of Appeals nor the 
legislature has dealt with the issue 
since then. The office of the attor- 
ney general said that the Court of 
Appeals decision was not reflec- 
tive of Maryland law, while the of- 
fice of the public defender lauded 
the court for their decision. 


Rape In Maryland ; 
Maryland criminal law defines 
rape in the first degree as “vagl- 
nal intercourse with another by 
force, or the threat of force, with- 
out the consent of the other.” This 
threat must include displaying a 
weapon, using physical force or 
putting the victim or any per- 
son known to the victim in fear 
of death, pain or kidnapping. 
Legislative notes on the law add 
that “The Court of Appeals has 


determined that ‘against the wily 
and ‘without the consent’ are 
synonymous in the law of rape” 
This crime comes with a maxi- 
mum penalty of life in prison, 
The same penalties exist for ora] 
and anal rape, or rape with ob. 
jects, but are defined asa “sexual 
offense” instead of “rape.’ 

In their writ of certiorari ask. 
ing the court to change the ruling 
on the Baby case, the Maryland 
Coalition Against Sexual Assault 
stated that this ruling is “a shock 
ing and offensive analysis upon 
which to base public policy.” The 
writ also stated that “one of ey. 
ery eight adult women in Mary- 
land are victims of forcible rape 
in their lifetime,” and there were 
1266 forced rapes reported to the 
police in the state in 2005. 





Hnancial aid head on leave pending investigation 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
“Questions have been raised that 


can only be resolved by a more 


thorough inquiry. It seems pru- 


| dent, during that period of time 


when the inquiry is under way, 
to allow Dr. Frishberg to focus on 
that rather than on the day to day 
running of the office,” said Den- 
nis O'Shea, Director of Commu- 
nications and Public A ffairs. 

The letter from Cuomo’s office 
claimed that University-wide, 40 


| percent of students who receive 
| financial aid use Student Loan 





Xpress. The University neither 
confirmed nor denied that claim. 
Cuomo has been investigating 


| the company for allegedly paying 


kickbacks to school officials to get 
onto their preferred lenders lists. 
Officials at the University of 


| Southern California, the Uni- 


versity of Texas at Austin and 
Columbia University were all 
suspended following allegations 


| that they held stock in the com- 


pany while it was on the pre- 
ferred lenders list. An employee 
in the Department of Education 
was also put on leave following 
the report that he owned over 
$100,000 worth of stock in the for- 


mer parent company of Student 
Loan Xpress, Education Lending 
Group Inc. CIT purchased Stu- 
dent Loan Xpress in 2005. 

According to the New York 
Times, the company approached 
Frishberg in 2002, enticing her to 
purchase stock, but she refused. 

“T told them it was not al- 
lowed in my position,” she told 
the Times. 

Three officials from Student 
Loan Xpress were also suspend- 
ed Monday in light of the recent 
allegations. 

“As a company that holds it- 
self to the highest standards of 
business ethics and integrity, 
we take the allegations raised by 
Attorney General Cuomo very 
seriously,” said Jeffrey M. Peek, 
chairman and chief executive of 
CIT, in the New York Times. 

O’Shea said that Hopkins is 
cooperating with the Attorney 
General's office. 

According to O’Shea, the stu- 
dent financial services offices com- 
piles a list of lending institutjons 
that it recommends for students to 
use — “companies that the Univer- 
sity and its students have had good 
experiences with in the past.” 


The criteria that Student Fi- 
nancial Services uses to establish 
the preferred list are extensive. 
They look for companies that 
have the most competitive rates, 
dedicated call centers, loan flex- 
ibility and companies that will 
lend to borrowers with less than 
perfect credit. 

“We're looking for lenders that 
provide good service to our stu- 
dents and their families,” O’Shea 
said. 

The Baltimore Sun quoted Fr- 
ishberg last week saying, “We've 
done a scanning of the market- 
place, who's good at service and 
who gives good benefits. And now 
were getting in trouble for this.” 

It is not clear, at this point, 
whether Frishberg’s dealings 
would have been explicitly pro- 
hibited by the University, but at 
least one University policy makes 
them appear that way. 

The “Statement of Behavior in 
Contractual Relationships,” with- 
in University-wide policies posted 
online, states that the “University 
prohibits vendors from offering 
its faculty and staff any incentives, 
gifts or gratuities in exchange for 
conducting business.” 


It is unclear at this time wheth- 
er the monies she received for 
consulting or the funding for her 
doctoral education would fall into 
that category. Cuomo’s office has 
not yet established whether the 
actions between the university 
and Student Loan Xpress were il- 
legal, but they are pursuing it as a 
conflict of interest situation, which 
might have implications in the are- 
na of lawful business practices. 

The policy goes on to express 
that faculty and staff should 
“avoid having any conflict of in- 
terest in directing business to 
any vendor. Our employees are to 
have no personal interest in sug- 
gesting or specifying vendors.” 

O’Shea suggested that this 
policy “might” be included in the 
University’s investigation. 

The Attorney General’s office 
also alleged that Student Loan 
Xpress paid $80,000 to a consult- 
ing company run by the dean of 
financial aid at Widener Univer- 
sity in Pennsylvania. 

Cuomo’s office also said that the 
director of financial aid at Capella 
University, Timothy Lehmann, re- 
ceived over $13,000 in consulting 
fees from Student Loan Xpress. 
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Gilman Hall will 

also undergo 

tech- } 

nological up- 

dates to include : 


extensive 


more modern 
mechanical and 
air-conditioning 
systems. New 
corridors that are 
more 
tor 


accessible 
the handi- 
capped will be 
replacing the 
current maze of 
dead-end 
Ways. 

Much 
building’s 
pearance, 


stair- 


the 
ap- 
how- 


of 


ever, 1S expected 
to remain. the 
same. 
“The 
tects 


archi- 
actually 
spend a lotof time 
understanding ... 
they have been 
very sensitive to 
the deep emo- 
tional connection 


for the building,” 
said Adam Falk, 
dean of the Krieger School of Arts 
and Sciences. “While changes are 
forward-looking, [the architects 
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Gilman to see complete overhaul Vining workers express 
ase discontent with treatment 








I COURTESY OF R. M. KILMENT & FRANCES HALSBAND ARCHITECTS 
many of us have A multistory glass atrium is to be installed at the center of Gilman. Completion is scheduled for 2010. 


ing had not been a consideration. 

“The challenge will be relo- 
cating the offices in Gilman and 
at the same time retaining its 





are] _certainly integrity and 
not trying to functionality as 
turn Gilman a0 departments,” 
into something The challenge will be Falk explained. 
it isn’t. _ relocating the offices “It is important 

The old li- ; for [the depart- 


brary stacks will 
be cleaned out 
over the sum- 
mer and only a 
portion of the 
offices will be re- 
quired to move 
out. However, 
by the summer 
of 2008, Gilman 
Hall will be 
closed until the 
time of its com- 
pletion. Because 
of the recent 
surge in the progression of reno- 
vating plans, emptying the build- 











~ 
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in Gilman and at the 

same time retain- 

ing its integrity and 

functionality as de- 

partments. 

—ADAM FALK, DEAN OF 
THE SCHOOL OF ARTS 

AND SCIENCES 


ments] to still be 
able to continue 
their seminar 
tradition.” 

To support 
this change, 
many of the 
older labs in 
Dunning Hall 
will be refor- 
matted into 
classrooms. 
The _ project’s 
present priority 
is to ensure the 


fluidity of this transition 


Costs for the project are esti- 


mated to amount to $73 million, 
which will come from Maryland, 
the University, and philanthropic 
donations. The University proj- 
ects that private donors will do- 
nate $35 million, and half of that 
funding is in place so far. 

According to Falk, plans to 
renovate have been in the works 
for a long time. A year ago, the 
announcement to fix Gilman’s 
infrastructure was actually only 
the beginning of a sequence of 
many changes. 


“Before, renovations could 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
understood it. Essentially, “we 
don’t vacation — or at least not 
real vacation, during the school 
year,” one of the workers said. 

The vacation policy spills over 
into many of the employees’ con- 
veniences over the summer. 

“We file for unemployment 
every summer to tie us over until 
you [the students] come back to 
school. We can’t get unemploy- 
ment if we use vacation time. A 
lay-off is not a vacation,” a work- 
er at Charles Street market said. 

Aramark expressed total satis- 
faction with the union agreement 
last month, but would not com- 
ment to the News-Letter regard- 


| ing any contract specifics. 


“It is our policy not to provide 
specific information regarding 
employment terms and union con- 
tracts,” said Julie Scharle, a public 
relations manage for Aramark. 

“They tell us, ‘Yhey have to run 
a business,” a worker at Nolan’s 
on 33rd said when asked if he was 
given any reason for these new 
rules. 

“We are pleased to have 
reached an agreement that works 
for everyone, and we will contin- 
ue to focus on delivering excel- 
lent service to the Johns Hopkins 
University community,” Scharle 
said last month. 

However, according to a din- 


| ing employee at the Market, “Ar- 


only take place in phases, but | 


even then it was hard to raise that | 


kind of money,” Falk said. 

But with the support funds 
now available with the help of 
New York City mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s generous $100 mil- 
lion donation, Falk and the com- 
mittee then asked the architects 
to imagine renovations for the 
whole Gilman Hall. The project 
has been underway since. 


amark is terrible. They don’t pay 
attention to the contract.” 

David the director 
of Dining Programs at Hopkins, 


Furhman, 


would not comment because he 
has no jurisdiction over Aramark 
employees. 

Another apparent infringement 
on last month’s agreement, accord- 
ing to several Aramark workers at 
the Charles Street Market, is the 
absence of expected raises. 

“Aramark hasn’t even given us 
our expected raise. We are sup- 
posed to get a 20-cent raise now 
20-cent raise in Au- 
We 
are supposed to get retro where 
20 cents is added every week we 
said the work- 


and another 
gust once the contract is over. 


don’t get the raise,” 
er, who was employed by Sodex- 
ho for well over a decade before 
being re-hired by Aramark. 

In the end, Aramark has left 
many employees less pleased 
than they were under Sodexho. 

“We didn’t have any problems 
with raises or vacation days with 
Sodexho,” the same worker said. 

At the end of last year, the 
union workers were negotiating 
a new contract with Sodexho for 
the 2006-2007. The switch to Ara- 
mark has “upset” their negotia- 
tions, leaving many disgruntled 
because of their treatment. 

Rosten did not offer any inter- 


pretation of the employees’ com- | 
F J 


plaints. 
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WE'RE ANTI-ANTIBIOTICS 
BUT PRO-MEAT). 


That’s why we're serving naturally raised meat. 





LAURA BITNER/NEWS-LETTER 
Some employees at the Charles St. Market are disappointed with their employer. 


In fact, all of the meat we serve in Baltimore — beef, chicken and pork — 
is free of antibiotics and added growth hormones, 
fed a vegetarian diet and raised humanely. 


Serving naturally raised meat is another step in our 


ongoing Food With Integrity journey — bringing you 


the best ingredients from the best sources. 


Chipote 


MEXICAN GRILL 
_ ALL MEATS SERVED IN BALTIMORE ARE NATURALLY RAISED — 


We think meat raised this way, naturally, tastes better. 


Sports team 
may have 
facility in ‘00 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
sufficient spacing between the 
field, the track and the stands es- 
sentially prohibited the men’s and 
women’s outdoor track teams from 
accommodating meets. Addition- 
ally, the former AstroTurf surface 
— which was cited by the NCAA 
as the cause of a majority of seri- 
ous knee and shin injuries for ath- 
letes — prevented the men’s and 
women’s soccer teams from host- 
ing NCAA championship events. 

Compared to original syn- 
thetic Astrolurf surface that has 
an underlying base of rock-hard 
concrete, the layer of sand and 
rubber coupled with the plastic 
sod that comprise the Sportexe 
surface make for a much more 
bouncy field. 

“We went over to a Ravens’ 
game and checked out the [Spor- 
texe surface] with our coaches 
who then approved of it,” Calder 
said. “We had to get rid of the 
[AstroTurf] because it was bang- 
ing up our athletes.” 

With the elimination of the 
track, the Athletic Center began 
to search for prospective areas in 
hopes of constructing a new track. 
After the purchase of the former 
Eastern High School property in 
2003, Calder and his staff deter- 
mined that the location was a dis- 
tinct possibility for their plan. 

“We've been using the practice 
field inside the cinder track there 
for club sports and some of our 


| varsity sports who go over there 


when they need to practice on a 


grass field,” Calder said. 


When pressed as to whether 
or not there was an expected date 
of completion for the new track, 
Calder believed that-the neces- 
sary resources were available to 
complete the project by 2008. 

“A year from now [because] 
we want to start on the track as 


| soon as possible,” Calder said. 


| same 


The track will consist of the 
rubberized material as 
the Baltimore Orioles’ warning 
track. 
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Office of Student 
Employment 
honors best 
Student workers 


With the launch of its 16th 
annual Student Employment 
Week, the Hopkins Office of Stu- 
dent Employment honored the 
achievements of thousands of 
student workers and awarded its 
top prize, the Student Employee 
of the Year Award, to junior Da- 
vid Kurz, a natural sciences area 
major who works at the Recre- 
ation Center. 

The week-long event coincid- 
ed with the National Student Em- 
ployee Appreciation week and 
featured a series of festivities, 
including free ice cream give- 
aways in front of Levering Hall. 
Students also had the chance to 
rack up a variety of winnings on 
the Money Machine and Prize 
Wheel. 

D. Lynn O'Neil, director of 
student employment services, 
said that the festivities celebrate 
the contributions of full-time 
students who manage to balance 
their academic schedules with 
substantial work in the various 
departments and offices on cam- 
pus. 

“Here at JHU, we have over 
4,000 undergraduate and gradu- 
ate students who work in offices 
and research labs throughout the 
University,” O’Neil said. “Every 
day these dedicated students 
help us to fulfill the mission of 
our departments and the Univer- 
sity.” 

This year’s winner, Kurz, 
works as a building manager at 
the Recreation Center, where he 
has mastered a jack-of-all-trades 
approach to his job, helping out 
with everything from customer 
service to maintenance issues. 
Kurz, who received high praise 
from his employers, was awarded 

a $500 savings bond and various 
other prizes. 

According to O’Neil, student 
nominees were judged based 
on “initiative, reliability, perfor- 
mance, character and contribu- 
tion to their employer.” A panel 
of judges comprising faculty 


News in Brief 


members, staff and students se- 
lected the winners. 

Matthew Bussman, an asso- 
ciate athletic trainer, took home 
the prize of Employer of the Year. 
“The student employees are an in- 
tegral portion of the daily opera- 
tions of our JHU athletic training 
room,” he said in a statement. “I 
have very much enjoyed the op- 
portunities to work with them.” 

The celebrations which 
drew large crowds of student 
participants — also presented an 
opportunity for students to inter- 
act with various administrators, 
who got their hands dirty serv- 
ing up ice cream as volunteer 
“dippers.” 

—Xiao-bo Yuan 


Homewood 
Students win 
Truman and 
Soros awards 


Two Hopkins students have 
been awarded with prestigious 
scholarships. Salmah Rizvi has 
just been awarded the Truman 
scholarship, and Gaurav Gupta 
has received a Soros Fellowship. 

Rizvi, a junior International 
Studies and anthropology ma- 
jor, has engaged herself actively 
in public service in promoting 
peace and stability in Islamic 
world. As a committed leader, 
Rizvi “has great insight on con- 
temporary policy problems, 
combined with her skill and 
interest, she sees the world bet- 
ter than it is,” said John Bader, 
associate dean for Academic 
Programs and Advising and 
Scholarship Advisor. This is also 
Hopkins’ third consecutive year 
of winning Truman Scholarship. 
Out of the four nominations, two 
became finalists, while one won 
the scholarship. 

The Soros Fellowships for 
New Americans provide oppor- 
tunities for continuing genera- 
tions of able and accomplished 
new Americans to achieve lead- 
ership in their chosen fields. 
Senior Biomedical Engineering 
major Gaurav Gupta has realized 
his “American Dream” through 
the scholarship. He is also the 
first Hopkins undergraduate to 





COURTESY OF WILL KIRK 
The Student Employee of the Year is junior David Kurz, a Rec. Center employee. 


win this fellowship. Apart from 
Gaurav’s intellectual talents, he 
possesses a “sunny optimism 
where he is really confident in 
the future,” Bader said. 


“Itis an honor for both the uni- | 


versity and the students,” Bader 
said. “Nominees and applicants 
have become more confident in 
themselves through the applica- 
tion process, where ultimately a 
self-discovery process — to ap- 
preciate who you are and what's 
important to you,” he said. 

Bader encourages students to 
apply for various scholarships. 

“Dream big, and you will be 
amazed what you can do.” 

— Erin Yang 


Colleges join up 
to face down the 
rankings system 


A group of liberal arts colleg- 
es has been attempting to band 
together in order to protest the 
increasing and, they say, unfor- 
tunate tendency of the public to 
judge colleges solely on their an- 
nual ranking. 

In recent years, annual college 
rankings such as the list pub- 
lished by the U.S. News & World 
Report have become increasingly 
competitive and, some colleges 
would say, detrimental to all col- 
lege-bound students. Because 
these reports effectively con- 
dense each institution’s accom- 
plishments to a number, many 
liberal arts schools believe that 
students are being misled in their 
college search. Rather than look- 
ing for the school that’s right for 
them, they are encouraged by the 
news media to consider schools 
based solely on ranking. 

This year, a number of small 
liberal arts colleges have decid- 
ed to protest this growing fad. 
A group of 12 private colleges 
have collectively drafted a let- 
ter asking 570 of their similarly 
small- to mid-sized liberal arts 
brethren to consider pulling out 
of the survey that U.S. News & 
World Report asks colleges to fill 
out every year to compile their 
rankings. 

According to these colleges, 
the U.S. News & World Report 
survey and others like it overem- 
phasize what they consider to be 
arbitrary data such as how low 
the school’s admissions rate is or 
how high the SAT scores of its in- 
coming students are. 

Hopkins is not ranked in the 
same category as these colleges, 
and is therefore playing no part 
in this minor movement. 

“It’s nice to be considered to 
be among the top universities 
in the nation, but trying to place 
universities in a ranked order is 
a ridiculous exercise. Even if it 
was possible to do so accurately, 
which it isn’t, a student’s aim in 
choosing a college should not 
be to go to the highest-ranked 
school,” said Dennis O’Shea, di- 
rector of Communications and 
Public Affairs at Hopkins. 

“The point is to go to the 
school that is the best personal fit 
for you,” he said. 

— Alexandra Watson 


| 
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Susan Boswell. 

“Fifty-five decibels is not much 
louder than a normal conversa- 
tion. A parent hosting a birthday 
party in their backyard for their 
five-year-old would be breaking 
the law,” she said. 

“I think it’s a proactive move,” 
Dana Petersen Moore, president 
of the Charles Village Commu- 
nity Association (CVCA) said. 
Moore said that while she could 
not speak on behalf of the entire 
community regarding the noise 
ordinance, she believes that, 
based on the number of com- 
plaints she has received about 
noise, most residents would 
agree. 

“It’s the difference between 
our hours and the hours the stu- 
dents keep, the same hours we 
used to keep before we got jobs. 
We've got people who get up at 
5:30 a.m. to go to work and put in 
a really long day,” she said. 

Moore, who has lived on Guil- 
ford St. for five years, has first hand 
experience with how noisy under- 
graduate gatherings can get. “I’ve 
been living across the street from 
a group of men who have parties 
that are huge, loud and late.” 

Boswell commented that it 
Was a “convenient time” for the 
council to bring up such an ordi- 
nance with the issues surround- 
ing the Phi Psi house. “There has 
been a noise ordinance on the 
books since a year and a half ago, 
which was deliberately intended 
to punish college students. We 
want to make sure that students 
are not targeted.” 

According to Boswell, the Uni- 
versity will not become involved 
with issues regarding the Phi 
Psi lease. “Because it [the Phi Psi 
house] is not owned by the Uni- 
versity, we have no relation to the 
property. We’ll do anything we 
can to support the students, but 
we can’t get involved in a prop- 
erty ownership issue.” 

Boswell stated that the Uni- 
versity has not yet taken a defini- 
tive position on the issue because 
administrators are trying “to get 





a better understanding of what 






is.” Un- 
the ordinance is.” Dean of 


dergraduate Education and ee 
Provost Paula Burger 1s 1n en 
process of scheduling a hips 
ing of administrators to discu f 
“specifically the noise ordinance 
and how to respond as an institu- 
tion,” said Boswell. The meeting 
will include members of “com- 
munity relations, Greek life ane 
the broad spectrum of people 
that have a stake in the lives of 
students in the community. _ 

Enforcement of such a noise 
ordinance would require the po- 
lice to carry sound monitoring 
equipment. “The police are Lag 
equipped to monitor sound, an 
purchasing equipment to do so 
would be expensive,” said Turn- 
ing. “As a taxpayer, that’s not 
where I want my money spent. 

The creation of a “fraternity 
row” is seen as one possible so- 
lution to the noise-related issues 
that all parties seem to support. 
“| think it'd be a benefit to every- 
body if we clustered fraternities 
in an area that would not impact 
the neighborhood,” Boswell said, 
adding that such housing would 
“consolidate things socially for 
students here.” 

Community members have 
reported to Boswell that “they’re 
supportive of the concept, but 
concerned about the location. We 
need to find a place that’s mutu- 
ally acceptable.” 

“I think Charles Villagers sup- 
port the concept of a Fraternity 
Row, but the devil is in the de- 
tails,” said former CVCA presi- 
dent Beth Bullamore. “Whether 
the community supports it de- 
pends on where it is to go. The 
whole idea is to get them out of 
residential blocks.” 

Bullamore cited the parking 


Neighborhoods reconsider irat row 


lot of the old public health hog. 
pital or the lot across the Street 
from the intersection of Wyman 
Park Drive and San Martin Drive 
as locations that would Put the 
housing “away from residence, 
and right on the edge of the main 
mpus. 

3 Moore also supported the cre. 
ation of a fraternity row. While 
she would prefer that housip 
were put in “a location within the 
Johns Hopkins footprint,” she 
said that she would be open to 
suggestions of locations within 
Charles Village. 

“As 1 understand Charles 
Village now and the areas that 
would be appropriate, I cannot 
think of a location myself.” 

Carl Hyman, president of the 
Tuscany-Canterbury Neighbor. 
hood Association. has voiced 
his support of the creation of 
such housing in the past. Hyman 
could not be reached for com. 
ment by press time because he 
was in Texas. 

Creation of such housing hag 
been stalled because of issues 
over location and financing. “The 
issue really breaks down into 
where do we put it so it is attrac. 
tive to students, and how do we 
pay for it,” said Turning. 

“1 don’t think we can really be- 
gin to look at locations. As soon as 
we announce what areas we are 
looking in, the price for that land 
will shoot up. I can’t even specu- 
late because it’s not even in the 
conception stage. We haven't even 
approached the fraternities.” 

“Finance is a huge piece of the 
puzzle,” said Boswell. “It would 
involve a commitment on both 
the part of the University and by 
the fraternities. It depends on how 
many would be willing to buy in.” 
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In the April 5 issue of the News-Letter, Matt Hansen should have 
been given credit for the graphic on Page A11. 


The Vews-Letter regrets this error. 
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RACE FOR THE TROOPS 


When: Sunday April 22, 10:00 am 
Where: Ralph S. O’Connor Recreation Center 


University students receive 507% off registration 
fee with valid student ID, only $10! 


Visit www.hopkinstrack.com/bluejay5k to 
register online and get complete race information, 
including special competitions for student groups! 


You can also pick up a registration form 
at the Ralph S. O’Connor Recreation Center. 


For more info call 410-516-3802 
or email bluejay5k@jhu.edu 
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EDITORIAL 
A surprising breach of trust 


As information about potential conflicts of inter- 
est between financial aid administrators at a variety 
of colleges and the loan corporation Student Loan 
Xpress emerged in the past tew weeks, most Hopkins 
students probably didn’t think the scandal would hit 
home. After all, our director of Student Financial Ser- 
vices, Dr. Ellen Frishberg, is an administrator held in 
extremely high regard. She is well liked by students, 
and seen as an ally in an administration that is often 
perceived as cold and distant. Her commitment to 
making higher education affordable has never been 
questioned. Indeed, she has served as an advocate 
for students in national discourse on the subject of 
financial aid. 

But while we still believe that Frishberg was dedi- 
cated to Hopkins students, it seems her loyalties may 
well have been divided. Frishberg received more 
than $60,000 in consulting fees and tuition reim- 
bursement from Student Loan Xpress. Now students 
cannot help but wonder whether she advised them 
appropriately. 

Frishberg’s involvement with the company is not 
as egregious as that of administrators elsewhere 
who owned stock. They were invested in the future 
success of Student Loan Xpress, whereas Frishberg 
appears only to have taken payments. But that, too, 
is disturbing. It is similar to the widely criticized 
practice in which pharmaceutical companies offer 
medical professionals lavish trips and conferences 
and other giveaways in order to secure their favor. 
We can no longer be sure whose interests Frishberg 


had in mind when she set financial aid policy and | 


counseled students. 

rhe University is taking the right position in co- 
operating with the Attorney General of New York. 
But even if there turns out to be no crime here, the 
administration should seriously consider whether 
Frishberg has a future at the University. She clearly 
violated the spirit, if not the letter, of the University’s 
Statement of Behavior in Contractual Relationships, 


which forbids even the possibility of conflicts of in- | | 


terest. That cannot be overlooked. 
It is clear that more oversight is needed when it 


comes to Student Financial Services. Students and | | 


their parents are in a vulnerable position as regards 
financial aid. The process is so complex that families 
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generally must rely on the University’s informational | 


resources in order to make an appropriate decision. It 
is of the greatest importance that families are certain 
they are receiving unvarnished advice. 

Frishberg’s actions, unless determined in the 
course of the investigation to be benign, represent a 
breach of trust between the University community 
and the administration. The University as a whole 


‘Column on HPV 


must take responsibility for this disappointment and | 


pledge to do better. As usual, greater transparency is 


in order. The relationship between students and the | 


administration will not be irrevocably frayed by this 
disappointment, but scrutiny of financial practices, 
particularly those that directly involve students, 
ought to increase. Hopefully, this experience will 
teach us all to be more vigilant. 





Toward a solution for Phi Psi 


City politics can be vicious. Especially in a 
place like Baltimore, where some of the most seri- 
ous politicians are trying to duck some of the most 
serious issues, opportunism is at its worst. Crime, 
dilapidated schools, drug violence — none of these 
present an obvious photo op. So city politicians of- 
ten turn elsewhere for money and support, such 
as the affluent neighborhoods where both abound, 
and where the word “problem” means something 
quite different altogether. 

They pick a pet issue, swoop in and flex their 
legislative muscle, all with plenty of cameras roll- 
ing and microphones on. They champion the sim- 
plest (and least important) issues, which are of 
course the easiest to tackle. In return, the members 
of affluent neighborhood associations, like that of 
Tuscany-Canterbury, marshal electoral support 
and fill campaign coffers, and a political spectacle 
is born. 

The case of the Phi Kappa Psi house is a text- 
book example. The second-highest-ranking official 
in the city has decided to target an otherwise mun- 
dane neighborly dispute, to extract what political 
and financial gain she can out of it, because she 
thinks nobody can stop her. And normally, that 
would be the case. 

But in this rare instance, City Council Presi- 
dent Stephanie Rawlings-Blake has stepped into 
something potentially explosive. The fraternity 
she has chosen to attack is attached to what is ar- 
guably the most important private institution in 
the state. Its influence is so vast, in fact, that its 
president has been called the most powerful man 
in Baltimore. If he and his staff wield such con- 
siderable power, then when students are made 
the victims of political gamesmanship, we ask 
that they use it. 

When the rumblings of this controversy first 
began to sound, it was understandable that the 
University was reserved in its response. Involving 
itself in every petty community squabble would 
leave the school with time for little else. But now 
that one of the City’s most powerful politicians 
has resurrected a draconian noise ordinance, and 
made members of the Hopkins community her 
political targets, we expect that something will be 
done. 

The first signs that the University might be wak- 


ing from its slumber came this week, and none too 
soon. Administrators began to speak out, albeit 
somewhat more temperately than we would like, 
about the proposed legislation. We’re especially 
pleased to see that, among other things, members 
of the administration are concerned that city of- 


ficials have revived an ambiguously crafted bill | 


with the intention of enforcing it selectively at the 
expense of students. The fact that they’ve decided 
to meet and organize a response is also encourag- 
ing. 

But it is by no means enough. Rawlings-Blake 
has decided to send a letter of support on behalf 
of the community to the city zoning board ahead 
of a hearing with Phi Psi on April 17. We think the 
University ought to send a letter of its own and use 
its considerable political influence on behalf of its 
students. The consequence of not doing so would 
amount to no less than standing idly by while 
the city makes political bait out of our students, 
and for no good reason at all. The student body is 
simply not equipped to spar with the city govern- 
ment. 

The University also needs to put thorough con- 
sideration into the possibility of building a fra- 
ternity row near campus. In 2003 the administra- 
tion sent a letter to community leaders promising 
to make headway on the issue, but it seems that 
was only an attempt to grease the wheels ahead 
of a city council vote on its plans for Charles Com- 
mons. In the years since, community leaders have 
approached the University with all kinds of pro- 
posals, and many are willing to host such a fra- 
ternity complex in what would essentially be their 
own backyard. But the University has balked at 
each attempt. 

An empty lot of undeveloped land, which 
will likely stay that way for some time, currently 
stretches the block between 32nd and 33rd streets. 
How about starting with that? The University has 
invested considerable amounts of money into im- 
proving student life on campus, and it has pro- 
duced tangible results. Building a fraternity row 
would likely have a similar, perhaps magnified, 
effect. And it might protect our students from 
further manipulation at the hands of political op- 
portunists. That in and of itself should be reason 
enough. 








The cost of better dining 


For years, the poor quality of dining options was 
one of the student body’s most significant gripes. 
The University responded by disposing of the previ- 
ous dining services provider, Sodexho, and signing 
with Aramark, one of its major competitors. Aramark 
promised substantial improvements. A university 
at which students once ate practically under duress 
would soon be vaulted into the highest echelons of 
collegiate cuisine. 

But at what cost? 

The News-Letter has been consistently wary of the 
effect of this transition on dining employees, folks 
students care about and sometimes even develop re- 
lationships with. Employees have expressed misgiv- 
ings over Aramark’s business practices for virtually 
the entire school year. In part, this was due to strife 
over a new contract for workers. Yet, even though that 
contract has finally been signed, their reservations 
continue. . 

According to several employees who preferred not 
to be named for fear of retribution from their boss- 
es, Aramark is effectively denying vacation time of 

_ greater than two consecutive days. Workers are being 
forced to take their vacations over the summer, which 
is really no vacation at all. The contract grants vaca- 
tion time, but Aramark has decided that contracts are 

mere words. ey ines ; 

_ | Sadly, this comes as little surprise. Aramark is well 

____ known for poor treatment of its employees. In 2004 the 


ie 
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catering behemoth was forced to pay back $29,000 in 
tips withheld (one might say “stolen”) from waiters 
and waitresses at the Southbridge Conference Cen- 
ter in Massachusetts. This illegal practice went on for 
more than a year and a half before the state’s Attorney 
General managed to get the employees compensated. 

Aramark has been roundly criticized at colleges all 
over the country — the University of California at Ir- 
vine, Duke University and Pomona College to name a 
few — for price gouging and employee mistreatment. 
Aramark is also a major supplier at prisons, employ- 
ees of which have been similarly vociferous in their 
complaints. 

Unfortunately, Aramark refused to respond to 
these allegations, as they have in the past when its 
employees at Hopkins expressed concerns over the 
company’s management. Aramark is simply not inter- 
ested in what students think of it. For Aramark, the 
money is already in the bank. As long as students are 
ignorant of the company’s labor practices and willing 
to pay exorbitant prices at the Charles Street Market 
and elsewhere with a minimum of grumbling, Ara- 
mark is in the clear. 

The consistency with which Aramark has been 
accused of various forms of corporate malfeasance 
should certainly give us pause. Given its history of 
unethical practices, it is up to us to advocate on behalf 
of Hopkins dining employees. Seemingly, no one else 
will. 


gets facts wrong 


Ashley Wietsma’s piece on Hu- 
man Papillomavirus contained 
significant erroneous facts, as 
well as the disconcerting use of 
the word “sluttiness” to imply 


| someone who has more than a 


few sexual partners. 
While I commend the News-Let- 
fer in enhancing students’ knowl- 


| edge about the highly prevalent 


sexually 


| 








transmitted infection 
(STI), inaccurate information only 
heightens anxieties and _ stereo- 
types. While Gardasil does pre- 
vent four strains of HPV, two are 
known to cause genital warts and 
two cause high-risk cervical can- 
cer. The vaccine does not cost $145, 
but is a three-series vaccine. The 
full series costs more than $400. 

Not all strains of the Human 
Papillomavirus cause genital 
warts, nor do all strains cause 
cervical cancer. Thirteen strains 
are known to cause cervical can- 
cer, but the time between infec- 
tion and the development of can- 
cer is usually long. Regular pap 
smears are the best way to catch 
abnormal cell growth before it 
causes cervical cancer. 

Finally, the author disturbingly 
provides no actual citations for her 
article and mistakenly claims that 


| men have no health consequences 


associated with HPV. This is not 
true, for reasons too many to elab- 
orate here. Because male repro- 
ductive healthcare is not as com- 
prehensive as female reproductive 
health, it is much more difficult to 
diagnose HPV in men. 

It is unfortunate that there 
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is fairly little knowledge about 
HPV. It is particularly unfortu- 
nate that the News-Letter saw fit 
to publish an article with no sci- 
entific references. I advise all stu- 
dents who are interested in HPV 
to read carefully about this infec- 
tion before panicking. 


Samantha Gottlieb, MHS 
PhD candidate, Department 
of Anthropology 


Give the SAC a 
bigger budget 


Think back over your time in 
college and high school. Where 
do some of your fondest memo- 
ries and come from? For me, and 
probably most other people, they 
come from activities sponsored 
by, and the friends made in, stu- 
dent groups. 

Now, let us contrast the 
amount spent by the school on 
the SAC ($425,000 for the second 
year in a row) with the amount 
spent on Charles Commons (over 
$60 million). Charles Commons 
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and other significant and, admit- 
tedly, necessary improvements 
were performed so as to increase 
the quality of student life on cam- 
pus. But I believe the University 
is missing much easier ways to 
make us all a good deal happier. 

Most student groups get their 
money from the SAC and most 
student groups are under funded. 
Increasing the budget of the SAC 
by a small amount would have a 
tremendous impact on all students 
by allowing clubs to do more and 
support wider membership. 

Iunderstand that lots of Charles 
Commons was “sold” in order to 
finance it (Nolan’s), but I believe 
that the SAC could also be sold to 
alumni. As someone soon to enter 
that category, I would much pre- 
fer to give my future millions so 
that theater groups don’t have to 
repaint sets 100 times, groups that 
travel can have their hotel rooms 
paid for and costumes and uni- 
forms can be paid for rather than 
so that someone can sit on a couch 
named after me. 


Leila Lackey 
Senior 
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Vijay Phulwani 


What happens 
when colleges 
20 global? 


n this month’s issue of Foreign Af- 
fairs there is an article entitled 
“College Goes Global,” one that 
every Hopkins students should 
know about, but so far 
tell, has not even been mentioned here 
on campus. This is striking because the 
article is by William Brody, who is, after 
all, the president of our university. His 
views are an important indicator of the 
direction the school is taking and will 
continue to take in the future. 
In his article, Brody emphasizes 
emerging trends in higher education to 
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With the exception of editori- 

als, the opinions expressed here are 
those of the contributors. They are 
not necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


Bureaucracy stunts student groups’ ambitions 


he Johns Hopkins Offices of 

Student Involvement and De- 

velopment (OSI) should foster 

student leadership and com- 

munity, but bureaucracy, red 

tape and disregard for students often 

hinder student ability to run a cohesive 

club, transforming student leadership 
into an administrative nightmare. 

Excessive Paperwork, unclear in- 


| Structions and lack of assistance add sig- 


as I can | 


nificant stress to what should be an easy 
process — like borrowing a van or ap- 
plying for a grant. The general attitudes 
of several (though not all) members of 


| the staff, meanwhile, have given many 


argue that American universities will | 


have to start acting as global players in 
an increasingly integrated education 
market if they want to retain their pre- 
eminent position in the world. 

Atthe same time, he is rightfully skep- 
tical of the claim that we are on the brink 
of the so-called “megaversity,” where 
education will be transmitted electroni- 


students the impression that OSI is not 
meant as a resource for assistance, creat- 
ing an aura of inapproachability. 

Our biggest qualms have been with 
OSI’s Finance Office. As co-chairs of the 
2006 Foreign Affairs Symposium, which 
requires significant fundraising and in- 
curs considerable expenses, we found 


| the task of managing our finances nearly 


impossible. Though we had no problems 


| Taising money, negotiating payments or 


cally and the college campus will be a | 


thing of the past. Brody’s argument is 


reasonable and moderate, but misses | 


the point of what universities will really 
have to do if they want to become full- 
fledged global players. 

To start with, undergraduate educa- 
tion is largely absent from his vision of 
the future of the American university. 
We really only come up once, as a force 
for the continued existence of tradi- 
tional campuses, since going to college 
is an important rite of passage for many 
young people. Undergraduates are treat- 
ed more as a resource than an integral 
element of universities’ educational mis- 
sions. 

The oversight of everything else we 
contribute to a college might not sur- 
prise many Hopkins students, but as the 
founders of this university realized, un- 
dergraduate education is the principal 
link and source of goodwill between the 
university and the public at large. With- 

_out it, many people see the ivory tower 
as a place of vanity, self-absorption and 
wastefulness — something worthy of 
suspicion. 

As globalization continues to prog- 
ress, the size of the public that needs to 
be convinced will only get larger, and 
the need to enlist its support for research 
will only continue to grow. At the same 
time, this will mean that competition for 
students and therefore, for public back- 
ing, will likewise also become more in- 
tense. If public profile is important, the 
nebulous “megaversity” will not be so 
useful after all. 

The upshot of this is that universities 
may have to become a great deal more 
politically involved than they have tra- 
ditionally been, a fact that Brody seems 
to miss. If colleges are serious about 
going global, they can no longer af- 
ford to quietly acquiesce or engage in 
mostly symbolic opposition when na- 
tional governments idiotically decide to 
inhibit research in fields like stem cell 
research. 

Universities may also have to be 
more vocal in calling on high schools 
to teach evolution as a scientific fact, 
pointing out that they cannot be inter- 
nationally competitive if our education 
system churns out largely unqualified 
students. In short, the globalization of 
education may make political neutral- 
ity a luxury that universities can no 
longer afford. 

This new political awareness should 
go much further than just national and 
educational issues too. In presenting 
themselves on a global stage, univer- 
sities will have to act with a greater 
awareness of global needs and issues, 
perhaps even perform something akin 
to diplomacy. 

This may mean something as simple 
as taking the lead in adopting respon- 
sible environmental policies when there 
is solid science to back them up. More 
broadly, it might entail taking principled 
stances on events of international impor- 
tance and actually using the institution- 
al weight of the university to do politi- 
cal good in the world. Divestment from 
companies that do business with Sudan 
might be one such example in popular 
currency. . 

A great deal of important work on 
these issues is already done on college 
campuses, Hopkins in particular. But 

in a globalized world, universities will 
have to be both institutions and actors 
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Vijay Phulwani is a senior political sci- 
1ce ancient law major from John- 
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keeping a budget, the Finance Office im- 
peded our ability to do all three. 

Our problems began after months of 
fundraising, when we noticed our OSI- 
provided budget statement fell nearly 
$10,000 short of what we had raised. Early 


| On, we assumed these inaccuracies were 








things you apologize 


the result of long transaction periods, as 
it sometimes takes up to three months 
for an account deposit to register. 

After setting up a meeting with the 
office, we found a large part of the incon- 
gruence was due to their refusal to count 
digital money transfers into the account, 
even though they had clearly occurred. 
Requiring paper transfers when digital 
transfers are so easy (and instantaneous) 
seems unreasonable, but not informing 
students of this rule, especially after a 
noticeable amount of money had already 
been transferred, is unacceptable. 

OSI’s inability to issue checks in a 
timely matter was an even greater set- 


back. During our tenures here, we have 
spent considerable amounts of our own 
money, only to wait between three and 
five months to be reimbursed. 

When a speaker or employee doesn’t 
get his or her check, it creates a much 
more serious problem. Two of our speak- 
ers, one hired from an agency and the 
other a personal friend of a staff member, 
did not receive their checks for months 
after we promised they would. 

Our attempts to solve these problems 
directly with OSI failed. First we were 
ignored, then given the run-around, 
then reassured with false promises. Our 
months of effort were met with excuses 
about delays, yet a simple e-mail com- 
plaint to a dean’s office resolved the is- 
sues almost immediately. 

Due to OSI's inaction, a major speaker 
agency won't deal with us for fear they 
won't be paid, and staffers don’t trust us 
to make the payments and reimburse- 
ments we promised. Hopkins’ overall 
reputation has been tarnished. 

These issues are not isolated to FAS. 
We have interviewed nearly a dozen 
people, from different clubs, who have 
experienced similar issues. Many of 
them have since chosen to discontinue 
their roles as student leaders — at least 


Students face hostile 


By BEN TILGHMAN 


hese are hard times to be a 

renter in Baltimore. This is 

especially true in Charles Vil- 

lage, where the new develop- 

ments are inflating rents and 
property values throughout the neigh- 
borhood. While this may be good for our 
long-struggling city, for student renters 
there is little to like. The rising rents have 
created a seller’s market at the lower end 
of the spectrum, where students often 
have to look. Landlords have little incen- 
tive to offer well-maintained properties 
since just about any apartment will be 
rented. And, considering that many lo- 
cal landlords are absentee, they also feel 
little of the civic responsibility to keep 
their property from being an eyesore or 
a hazard. 

What’s worse, most Baltimore land- 
lords also know that Baltimore city 
code is tilted heavily in their favor, and 
are more than happy to use that advan- 
tage. The per-capita eviction rate in the 
city is one of the highest in the nation, 
and much of that is due to the ease with 
which landlords can evict tenants. 





Ben Tilghman is a PhD candidate in the De- 
partment of History of Art from Baltimore. 





Landlords have the right to take a ten- 
ant to court just one day after rent is due, 
without any obligation to send a past-due 
notice to the errant renter. The legal pro- 
cess thereafter runs very quickly, giving 
the tenant as little as five days to prepare 
a defense. Renters often find themselves 
faced with a heavy financial burden. 

On the other hand, tenants trying to 
force landowners to make necessary im- 
provements often face an uphill battle in 
the courts, and can count on little sup- 
port from city building inspectors who 
are stretched thin in the midst of the 
current building boom. 

The result of all this is that student 
renters get squeezed. Rather than wait 
for an absentee landlord show up, we 
end up making necessary improvements 
to our apartments ourselves, paying for 
them out of pocket. As young adults 
with little credit history, we pay exorbi- 
tant security deposits which many land- 
lords are loathe to return. And, worst of 
all, we accept living in dangerous condi- 
tions, prone to burglary, environmental 
poisons, and fire. 

Most students, alas, are particularly 
easy to swindle. We are often first-time 
renters, somewhat naive about the ins 
and outs of leases and blind to structural 
problems. Most of us know little about 











to the extent they have to deal with OSI. 

OSI claims these problems are logis- 
tical, and more staff is the answer. It 
might be that they are understaffed, but 
that is no excuse for those who are there 
to ignore (and often intentionally avoid) 
students, as we have experienced on sev- 
eral occasions. 

Earlier this year, we tried to assemble 
other students to meet with OSI about 
this problem. Though they all had their 
fair share of complaints, too many peo- 
ple were afraid to bite the hand that fed 
them. We don’t blame them; we’ve want- 
ed to write this article for over a year but 
instead waited until a month before we 
graduate. 

Both of us are extremely grateful for 
the student leadership opportunities 
available at Hopkins, but we can’t help 
but feel like OSI has not quite grasped 
the idea of student engagement or com- 
munity. Some of the staffers are won- 
derful; some others are completely dis- 
connected from student life at Hopkins. 
If these staffers were working in the 
corporate world, they would have been 
fired years ago. 

Maybe it is up to fellow students to 
make some changes. The Senior Lead- 
ership Consultants (we are both mem- 
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bers) have been seeking to address the 
chronic problem of student non-engage- 
ment on campus. Perhaps the Consul- 
tants should be also tackle detachment 
and ineptitude among some parts of the 
administration. 

We know that OSI has already made 
some improvements within the past 
year. Moreover, it’s wonderful to look 
around campus and see all the positive 
changes since we enrolled four years 
ago. But, upon our graduation, it is stilla 
little bit scary to realize how much more 
needs to be done. We still don’t have a 
real student union (Levering is a sorry 
excuse), we have not perfected campus 
advertising, and we don’t have student 
groups working together as much as 
they should. All of these problems, we 
believe, are rooted in OSI. 

OSI's continued problems discourage 

rising student leaders from remaining 
involved, thereby weakening student 
groups, lessening general student in- 
volvement, fostering apathy and _ ulti- 
mately stunting the institutional growth 
of Hopkins as a whole. 
— Marc Goldwein is a senior political sci- 
ence and economics major from Merion, Pa. 
Carey Polis is a senior Writing Seminars ma- 
jor from Bethesda, Md. 


housing environment 


Baltimore when we first move here, and 
so have no idea what to expect from land- 
lords, nor what our rights are as tenants. 

Another problem is the high turnover 
in our community: since most students 
move on after a few years in Baltimore, 
information about which landlords to 
avoid rarely gets passed on. For those 
landlords who make a habit of (and a 
good living by) exploiting student rent- 
ers, every year brings a fresh crop of 
suckers unaware of their reputation. 

So what can we do to remedy this 
situation? As students, we can start by 
protecting ourselves. Educate yourself 
about your rights and landlords’ respon- 
sibilities through such Web sites as http:// 
www.baltimorehousing.org and http://www. 
bni-maryland.org (Baltimore Neighbor- 
hoods). Also, renter’s insurance, which 
costs about $100 a year, can be invalu- 
able. Students can also take the moral 
high ground by being model neighbors 
and tenants, so that long-term residents 
in Charles Village see problem proper- 
ties as the fault of negligent owners, and 
not students. 

But the University also needs to step 
up its support of student renters. For 
graduate students, one crucial remedy 
will be to raise stipends, allowing stu- 
dents more flexibility in choosing hous- 


ing. Stipends are, apparently, going up 
in many departments, but with rents 
and other living expenses skyrocketing, 
they still remain low. 

The Off-Campus Housing Office of- 
fers some good resources, but it is falling 
short of its full potential. Many students 
are not even aware that it exists. The of- 
fice could also be more discriminating in 
which landlords and management com- 
panies they allow to list with them. For 
example, in my perusal of the Web site, I 
saw no indication of which landlords are 
registered with the city, showing that they 
have had their properties inspected and 
generally indicating conscientious behav- 
ior. A forum in which students could post 
their experiences with landlords, and 
rate them, would help newcomers make 
informed decisions about whom to trust 
and whom to approach cautiously. 

Finally, the University could look into 
providing particularly aggrieved stu- 
dent-renters with legal advice or even 
support both to assist students in need 
and to show predatory landlords that 
their behavior is unacceptable. As the 
most important corporate citizen in Bal- 
timore, the University should show that 
it is committed to improving the quality 
of life in the city, while also helping to 
protect its students. 





State should not apologize tor slavery 


By DUSTIN LUSHING 


here’s something in the air, 
and it’s not the pleasant fra- 
grance of blooming flowers 
or those scary carbon dioxide 
emissions. It’s that unmistak- 
able stench of shameless vote-grubbing, 
and it’s wafting from the Maryland State 
House. ee ee 
OnMarch 26, the Maryland legislators 
took a pause from designing new Ori- 
oles jerseys and focused their attention 
on a much loftier cause. In one incred- 
ible resolution, the Maryland state gov- 
ernment atoned for the worst episode in 
American history. That's right, the three 
centuries of the indescribable horror that 
was slavery has been rectified with two 
imple words: “We're sorry.” | 
York may wonder what harm there is in 
issuing this EES, epslogy. hk aye 
i . Firstly, there ar 
acs eee ne for and there are 
certain things you don’t. Breaking your 
friend’s iPod iiextt an apology. Spilling 
coffee on a friend’s term paper: also apol- 
ogy-worthy. A 300-year-long continuous 
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holocaust, however, falls under the latter 
category. 

Secondly, it is 2007. Did every white 
person in this state wake up last month 
and say to themselves, “I think it’s finally 
time we said sorry”? You'd think the ut- 
ter transparency of this resolution would 
cause the state government to restrain 
themselves from exploiting an intensely 
emotional issue. You'd be wrong. 

Lastly, I, as a temporary resident of 
Maryland, am not sorry for slavery. I have 
never owned a slave nor have I condoned 
or contributed to slavery in any way. It 
is possible that one of my distant rela- 
tives engaged in the abhorrent practice, 
but that has absolutely no bearing on my 
morality. I will not absorb any blame or 
experience any guilt for something I had 
no part in just because I’m white. 

The murky logic that incriminates 
today’s white population and impels it to 
apologize is indicative of a larger prob- 
lem. The state of race relations in America 


is one of contradictions and confusion. 


We are told to be colorblind and at 
the same time tolerate affirmative ac- 
tion. Every human being is supposed to 


ae i) 


be a unique, independent thinker and yet 

candidates campaign for the “black vote” 

and Congress assembles a “black caucus.” 

Diversity is based on the geographic loca- 
tion of one’s home and not on intellectual 
worldview. Racial humor must be depen- 
dent on the comedian’s skin color, and 
racially exclusive groups are only prohib- 
ited for whites (there could not be a White 
Student Union at Hopkins). Justin Park 
languishes in suspension while Chris 
Rock expounds the differences between 
“niggers and black people.” This incon- 
sistent enforcement and jumping from 
hypersensitivity to hyper permissiveness 
hinders progress towards equality. 

A glaring contradiction remains un- 
resolved. Everyone remembers _ that 
awkward day in 2nd grade when the 
substitute teacher told you that George 
Washington owned slaves. You were per- 
plexed. The most revered man in Ameri- 
can history believed that blacks were 
sub-human and forced over 300 of them 
to toil on his plantation. 

Apologists aver, “He freed his slaves 
in his will!” That’s laughably meaning- 
less. “But it was an accepted custom in 


George’s time period.” I have no idea 
how this fallacious line of reasoning 
became mainstream. To think the earth 
was flat before explorers proved other- 
wise is understandable. To be a creation- 
ist before Darwin eloquently debunked 
it is forgivable. But there was no discov- 
ery that revealed that slavery was im- 
moral; it always was. How are whites. 
and blacks supposed to proudly coexist 
as one people in one country when our 
American heroes were slave owners? 

It is pathetic and tragic that racism 
still exists in America, but such is the 
case. The effects of slavery — inescapable 
cycles of poverty, subtler discrimination 
— have hardly diminished with time. 
An apology is not going to change this. I 
implore the Maryland state government 
to stop seeking votes with phony reso- 
lutions and spend meaningful time and 
money reducing the plight of poor black 
Marylanders who never had the equal 
footing that every person deserves. 





Dustin Lushing is a freshman Writing Semi- : if 
nars major from Far Hills, N.J. 
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Plastic robot allows remote 
surgery with live imaging 


By JENNIFER KAHN 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 

Technologies like magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) have 
made possible a revolution in 
diagnostic medicine. But the 
revolution stops there, because 
MRIs, which are basically huge 
magnets, are incompatible with 
surgical tools. 

As a result, doctors can look at 
a tumor, but they cannot operate 
on it under an MRI. That barrier 
might have been broken by a new 
robot without any metal or elec- 
trical parts. 

Currently procedures are done 
randomly, basically taking hit 
and miss samples with a needle. 
Five researchers in the URobot- 
ics Laboratory at Hopkins have 
found a way to fix that. 

The lab is dedicated to devel- 
oping technology to allow ad- 
vancements in the field of urol- 
ogy. They collaborated to create 
a new robot powered by a pneu- 
matic motor, which will be com- 
patible for use in MRIs. 

A physician will be able to 
look at the image and control the 
robot’s movement from his po- 
sition outside. The hit-and-miss 
technique will be replaced by 
dead-on targeting. 

This is an enormous feat be- 
cause the robot will essentially 
be an extension of the physician’s 
hands. The physician will see the 
tumor ona screen and tell the ro- 
bot exactly where to go. 

“This motor is the first of its 
kind, the first Pneumatic Step 
Motor and the first of any device 
that can actually be put inside the 
MRI. It will serve as a building 
block for future mechanics,” said 
Dan Stoianovici, the lab director. 

The robot is powered by the 
revolutionary PneuStep motor, 
which works by taking advan- 
tage of air pressure. Out of the 
four years spent designing the 
robot, three were dedicated to 
the motor itself. 

“We created one after another 
for 1,000 days; it was a long pro- 
cess of trial and error,” Stoianovi- 
ci said. 

The precision comes from the 
design, which takes advantage 





of the innate properties of a rigid 
cylinder. End-to-end motion in 
a cylinder is always the same, 
lending itself to reliability and 
accuracy. 

The movement is powered by 
“pneumatic actuation,” in which 
each step is performed by one 
end-of-stroke motion. The design 
is remarkable because it makes. | 
use of a natural resource: air. 

Designing a robot that is com- 
patible and safe for MRI use is a 
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challenge, because any metallic 
material will interfere with the 
MRI's magnetic field, causing 
harm to the patient and inaccu- 
rate results. 

To get around this the re- 
search team carefully construct- 
ed the robot out of nonmagnetic 
and dielectric materials, which 
would not conduct electricity 
or interfere with the MRI. The 
pneumatic motors also require 
no electricity. 

The robot also uses light for fi- 
ber optic encoding, an extremely 
reliable method of transmitting 
light information without any 
significant loss along its path. The 


nent is that it can function as a 
circuit, detecting and monitoring 
the motion of the robot without 
using any electricity. 

When the plastic gears rotate, 
their motion disrupts the fiber 
optic light source, acting as a sig- 
nal and allowing the system to 
know its location and status. The 
finished motor was designed in 
two sizes to allow for variation in 
step magnitude. Amazingly the 
motor’s width still measures less 
than the length of a pen. 

The PneuStep motors will al- 
low for the use of the first-ever 
fully MRI-compatible robot. Ap- 
plication of the robot will be test- 
ed first for use in prostate brachy- 
therapy, where the robot will 
inject the needle into the prostate 
gland under MRI guidance. 

The PneuStep design opens 
a wide range of possibilities for 
many minimally invasive pro- 
cedures performed under MRI 
guidance. The design also will 
have applications outside of MRI, 
including uses in non-medical 
fields such as aeronautics. 


The MRI-safe robot is made mostly of plastic and runs on air rather than electricity. 
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(ells alter proteins in response to oxygen levels 


By GRACE MALDARELLI 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 
Try hyperventilating for a 


minute and then holding your 
breath for just as long. You'll 
probably feel a little light-headed 
— but your cells won't. Recent 
research suggests that cells have 
evolved an elegant way to deal 
with the changing amount of 
oxygen available to them. 

A group of researchers from 
the Hopkins School of Medicine 
has determined the effect of oxy- 


| gen concentration on cellular res- 


piration, the body’s way of turn- 
ing energy from the food we eat 
into a form of energy it can use. 
The molecule used to store 
energy in the cell is called ATP, 
or adenosine triphosphate. Most 


| ATP is made during the last part 


of cellular respiration, in the cel- 
lular energy factories called mi- 
tochondria. 

During this process, high-en- 
ergy electrons from molecules 
formed earlier in the process are 
passed along a series of proteins 
in the inner mitochondrial mem- 
brane. These proteins are collec- 
tively called the electron trans- 


| port chain. 
purpose of the fiber optic compo- | 


The energy released from the 
electrons is used to pump pro- 


| tons into the space between the 


inner and outer mitochondrial 
membranes. 

When the protons come back 
through the membrane, the en- 
ergy they give off is used to form 
ATP. Leftover protons and elec- 
trons bind to oxygen to form wa- 
ter as a by-product. 

This paper, published in the 
April 6 issue of Cell, concerns the 


| effect of oxygen on three proteins 
| involved in this part of cell respi- 


ration in mammals. The first two, 
COX4-1 and COX4-2, are compo- 
nents of cytochrome C oxidase 
(COX), a protein involved in the 
electron transport chain. 

The third protein, HIF-1, 
regulates the expression of the 
COX4-1 and COX4-2 proteins 
when there is little oxygen pres- 
ent. HIF-1 stands for hypoxia-in- 


| duced factor 1; hypoxia is a lack 
| of oxygen. 


The scientists first measured 
the amount of COX4-1 and COX4- 
2 under normal and hypoxic con- 
ditions as a baseline for future 
experiments. 

The scientists found COX4-2 
expression increased in cells that 
had been incubated in a hypoxic 
environment, as compared to 
cells at a normal oxygen concen- 
tration. 

The addition of a particular 
chemical that increases expres- 
sion of HIF-1 also increased the 
expression of COX4-2. COX4-1 
expression did not change in de- 
creased oxygen conditions or in 
the presence of these chemicals. 

In the second experiment, the 
scientists measured the actual 
concentrations of COX4-1 and 
COX4-2 in cultures of different 
types of cells. 

Their results corresponded to 
their findings in the first part of 
the experiment: COX4-2 expres- 
sion increased under hypoxic 





Does Google have a conflict of interest? 


Google isn’t my home page, 
but it might as well be. 

On an average night, I tab over 
to the Google homepage — that 
elegant testament to technology 
and art —at least a dozen times. 

It seems every single feature 
those guys come up with is ex- 
actly what I need most: Google 
Scholar to help write my paper, 
Google Maps to get around town, 
Google Alerts to keep me up to 
date without having to go all the 
way over to Google News. 

Needless to say, I've had a 
Gmail account since the day it 
was released. 

Google has become such a ha- 
bitual part of my daily Internet 
use that I was totally shocked 
when J heard last week, on a ran- 
dom trolling of the Google News 

page, that some people were — 
gasp! — unhappy with Google. 

It seems that Google Earth 
and Google Maps, which provide 
satellite images of the ground all 
over the world, had reverted to a 
pre-Katrina photograph of New 
Orleans. Some people were con- 
cerned that Google was ignoring 
Katrina and its effects. 


Google explained that the 
change, which took place in Sep- 
tember, was only because the 
older images were of a higher 
quality. (As a result of protests, 
Google has since posted more re- 
cent images of the city.) 

This controversy, as quickly 
as it came and went, points to 
a larger concern: the extent to 
which sites like Google have the 


Stephen Berger 
What's Next? 


power to influence information 
rather than just index it. . 
Back when AOL and Time 
Warner merged because AOL 
was supposed to be “the next big 
thing,” one of the biggest com- 
plaints was that the new company 
would control both information 
and the means to distribute it. 
Google seems to be ina similar 
position today. Millions of people 
rely on Google’s search feature to 
find all kinds of information. 


But as Google starts to pro- 
vide content like maps and index 
Web sites like library catalogs, it 
becomes important to remember 
that Google, despite its best inten- 
tions, is not necessarily neutral. 

The Google Maps we see are 
the maps the company has chosen 
to provide. The satellite image of 
my house (not that I’ve checked) 
is from about five years ago. 

The news sites indexed by 
Google News are the ones that 
successfully apply to Google to 
be indexed. (For the record, the 
News-Letter is one of them.) 

Even the search feature has the 
unintended effect of obscuring 
smaller, less-visited Web sites. If 
you only read the first page or 
two of results, you are missing a 
wealth of information. 

Google's stated goal — “to or- 
ganize the world’s information” 
— is laudable and important. But 
the act of organizing can also act 
as a filter that limits the informa- 
tion we are able to access. 

The solution isn’t obvious — 
this may be an unavoidable real- 
ity of the Information Age — but 
it’s important to keep in mind. 


conditions, while COX4-1 expres- 
sion was not affected by oxygen 
concentration. 

In the third part of the ex- 
periment, the scientists tested 
whether HIF-1 regulated COX4-1 
expression, since the expression 
of COX4-1 did not change when 
exposed to low levels of oxygen. 

The amount of COX4-1 protein 
decreased when cobalt chloride 
(CoCl,), a chemical that decreas- 
es the degradation of HIF-1, was 
added to cells. 

To make sure that CoCl, it- 
self was not decreasing the ex- 
pression of COX4-1, the scien- 
tists measured the expression of 
COX4-1 in cell lines that produce 
abnormally high levels of HIF-1. 
COX4-1 production in those cell 
lines was always low, even when 
CoCl, and other chemicals were 


not present. 

From the data from this set 
of experiments, the scientists 
determined that hypoxia, or al- 
ternatively a protein-degrading 
enzyme called HIF-1-regulated 
protease, decreases expression of 
COX4-1. 

After figuring out how cells 
regulate COX4-1 and COX4-2, 
the research team examined the 
effects of those proteins on cell 
respiration. 

At normal oxygen levels, in- 
creased expression of COX4-1 
and COX4-2 increased the ac- 
tivity of COX, the protein in the 
electron transport chain that con- 
tains both COX4-1 and COX4-2. 

Also, increased COX4-1 and 
COX4-2 expression resulted in an 
increase in oxygen use and ATP 
formation, since increased cyto- 





deci 


COURTESY OF HTTP://WWW.FSU.EDU 
Three proteins expressed in mitochondria, pictured above, are regulated in different ways when oxygen levels change in the cell. 


chrome C oxidase activity would 
result in more electrons passed 
down the electron transport 
chain that need to bind to oxygen 
molecules, and more energy to 
form ATP. 

Increased COX4-2 expression 
led to increased oxygen use, ATP 
formation and cytochrome C oxi- 
dase activity at low oxygen con- 
centrations. The opposite was also 
true: decreased COX4-2 expres- 
sion under hypoxic conditions 
led to decreased oxygen use, ATP 
formation and COX activity. 

The scientists concluded that 
COX4-2 plays an important role 
in electron transport chain effi- 
ciency in nonhypoxic cells, while 
COX4-1 takes over at low oxygen 
concentrations. This mechanism 
allows cells to closely regulate 
their response to oxygen. 
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Valid 9 PM to Close. 
Deep Dish or Specialty 
Pizzas May Be Extra, 


Limited Time Offer. 





410-338-2500 


2722 Remington Avenue 


Deep Dish or Specialt 
Pizzas May Be Extra.” 
Limited Time Offer, 
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Compiled by Marie Cushing 


The songs of 
| Spring Fair 


| One of the highlights of Spring 

i Fair Is the wide variety of mu 

} sical acts that perform. The 

a grounds of Homewood re- 

& Sound with the sounds of local 

© Dands rocking out at the Beer 

‘ | Garden (true fact: President 

| ma | 5rody loves Flim Flam|, or the 

ecaineei HITE WW Wtoeea a aes ke Common. 

STONECoM L/ECK Out these tracks from 

Common is the big name at Spring Fair, artists past and present to get 
but the smaller artists may surprise you. yaw in the Spring Fair mood. 


Artist Your Track 


Common “| Used to Love H.E.R.” 
“Testify” 
“Laughing All The Way” 


“Angel By Black Water 


Flim Flam 
Mad Sweet Pangs 


Will Hill “Sunday Morning in Baltimore 


Guster “Two Points for Honesty” 


“Amsterdam” 
Jimmie’s Chicken Shack “Let's Get Flat” 
The Boogie Hustlers “Nakama” 


Brand New “The No Seatbelt Song” 
“Not the Sun” 
“Stop Rip and Roll” 


"Get ‘Em High” 


J. Roddy Walston and the Business 
Talib Kweli 


“Beautiful Struggle” 














COURTESY OF HTTP:/WWWMESSIAH.EDU 
Guster rocked a previous Spring Fair with their unique sound and style. 


"You‘re never coming down..” 
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Spring Break 











w/ STS to Jamaica, ADOPTION 
Mexico, Bahamas and Happy couple wishes 
Florida. to adopt an infant. We 
A ted? can offer lots of love and 
Sg ade pba h financial security. Visit 
‘Sell Trips, Earn Cash, www.adopt4you.com 


Travel Free! 
Call for group discounts. 
Info/Reservations 
800-648-4849 
www:ststravel.com 


or ca 
Sandy and Andrew (866) 
382-9431 











The secret 
everybody must get! 
Hi, this is an invitation to 
“YOU” for participation in 
a very important matter. 








Spring Breakers Want- 


. ed 
_ Book Early and Save 


Lowest Prices 





Free meals and parties | | Upon qualification by 
: BY 1 registration, you will be 
Campus Reps...Book 15 granted financial reward 














and great honor as a fea- 
tured Forum guest on our 
International Broadcast 
 Geries (713) 492-0481 






Trips 
E TRAVEL 
D CASH 
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— Your News-LETTER 


Sure, part of the joy and excitement of 
Spring Fair comes from wandering aim- 
lessly around the transformed grounds 
of our beloved Homewood campus, 
Strolling casually across the Beer Gar- 
den, and perusing every single tent and 
booth you see. Others are on a mis- 
sion. With finals next month (sorry for 
the reminder), some kids have to pack 
a lot of fun into a couple of very short 
days. Some kids don’t come out from 
D-level until the smell of funnel cakes 
fills the campus air. And those who are 
new to the Spring Fair experience can 
be overwhelmed by the amount of awe- 
some packed into one weekend. For you 
folks, here’s a handy guide to the Fair’s 
highlights. 














Spring Fair is the largest student run fair on any 
college campus, and that really shows when it 
comes time for the rides. All of the classic theme 
park attractions are at your finger tips, ranging 
from the peaceful slow rides for children and 
grandmothers to the rides like The Sizzler that 
will make you scream and shout. The best rides 
at Spring Fair, however, are the ones that will 
make you throw up all the fried Oreos and dou- 
ble fudge chunk ice cream you just painstakingly 
stuffed in to your mouth. Any backwards-facing 
rides are more than guaranteed to make you hurl 
if you've eaten enough. Nothing like a fun bit of 
nausea to welcome in the spring season. 





BEST 
ARTS AND 
CRAFTS 
BOOTHS 


The booths are the 
best place to follow 
your instincts and sim- 
ply browse around, 
but here are a couple 
of must-visits: 


¢ Airbrush Unlimited Group will hook you up 
with a temporary tattoo, so if you want to show 
that special TA that you really care, here’s your 
chance. 


¢ Tu Vida Jewelry and Design is the place to get 
both handmade jewelry and cute looking station- 
ary. An unlikely combination, sure, but some of 
the proceeds go to the Maryland chapter of the 
Lukemia and Lymphoma Society, so it’s hard to 
mock too much. 
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" HOW TO SPRING FAIR. 


A GUIDE TO FOOD, RIDES AND FUN 


Text by MARIE CUSHING 
Graphic by MATT HANS. 


EN 





Say Spring Fair, and people will start sali- 
vating. This Pavlovian response is sparked by 
one food above all foods: the fried Oreo. Fried 
Oreos pack the best elements of junk food 
— salty, sweet, greasy and oily — in to one 


elegant, heart-attack-inducing dish. Simply 
look at one of these delicious treats is prob- 
ably enough to make you gain five pounds, but 
it’s worth it. Spring Fair does only come once 
a year. Last year’s big hit came from Star- 
bucks, who struck gold with their free samples 
of blackberry green tea frappuchinos. Since 
there are now two Starbucks so close to cam- 
pus, will the company pull through this year 
and provide more free delicious-y goodness? 
If not, you'll just have to be willing to satiated 
yourself with the old fairground standbys: fun- 
nel cakes, chicken skewers and gyro sand- 
wiches. 


During Spring Fair, 
the campus is crawl- 
ing with young’uns. 
No, I’m not talking 
about pre-froshes, but 
actual children. Since 
the University frowns 
upon leaving kids in 
the Beer Garden (who 
knew?), it’s probably 
a good idea to know 
what events are great 
for kids if you have younger relatives visiting or 
are entertaining youth through a mentoring pro- 
gram. Taking a younger sibling is a perfect ex- 
cuse to hang out at the petting zoo. Hang out 
with a kid at the petting zoo and you're engaging 
them with nature and the beauty of the animal 
kingdom. Visit there by yourself, and you’re kind 
of creepy. 





The highlight of Spring 
Fair for the over-21 and 
fake ID crowd has to be 
the Beer Garden, where 
different student organiza- 
tions provide the kegs and 
bands like Flim Flam keep 
the atmosphere rocking. 
Libations flow for less 
than six dollars a cup de- 
pending on your choice of 
brew. For those abstain- 
ers out there, smoothies 
can be found back at the 
food booths. 


BEST PERFORMANCE 


The Buttered Niblets will be performing 








eGnarly Artly 
is the booth 
to check out 
for all your 
slogan T- 
shirt needs. 


« So Bead 
It rocks the 
handmade, 
affordable 
beaded jew- 
elry. 





JOHN BERGGREN/FILE PHOTO 


Sex a.k.a. Wieners and Boobs, a play from 
the zany minds of the writers responsible 
for Wet Hot American Summer. Students 
can judge the performance for themselves 
on Friday and Saturday at 8:30 p.m. in 
Arellano Theatre. Tickets will be $3 for 
students, $5 for regular people. And why 
is this performance going to be the best 
of Spring Fair and better than the rap styl- 
ings of Common? “Unlike Common, we 
have two dance scenes, a sex scene and 
a scene from David Mamet's classic play 
Glengarry Glen Ross. Should the students 
of Hopkins settle for Common? We will be 
decidedly uncommon,” said junior Jackie 
Jennings. | 
Mr. Common, the ball’s in your court. 


) 
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 


ROB SANZILLO, BASEBALL 


oe ORIN! 





By MARY DOMAN 
The Johns | Loy kins News-Letter 


There are eight great things to 
say about the Hopkins star base- 
ball catcher Rob Sanzillo. Actu- 
ally, there are more than eight, 
but Sanzillo has a passion for ac- 
ronyms that’s even stronger than 


his passion for baseball. 


S is for Strength. 


“He's one of the hardest work- 
ing guys on the team,” senior 


rightfielder Nick Venezia said. 


This Senior has been Support- 
ing the team for a Solid four years, 
and it Shows. Before being a cap- 
tain at Hopkins, he was captain at 
Somers High School in New York. 
He's Started for four years, been at 
every practice and definitely Sac- 
rifices extra time at the gym with 


“giant” teammate Rob Pietroforte. 


“Pretty much the only reason 
I work out is to get bigger than 


Rob,” Venezia confessed. 


“He's got some great biceps,” 
senior righty pitcher Brian Deleo 


said. 


Junior shortstop 


Sanzillo’s Stomach. 


“He's got an eight pack, at 


least. Maybe even a ten pack!” 


And he’s got Sweet Cheeks, 
too! Sources say he’s been Sighted 
Squatting to “Eight Minute Buns 


of Steel” in his Spare time. 


A is for Athleticism. 


Not only is Sanzillo Admired for 
his Aptitude behind the plate, he’s 
one of the Blue Jays’ Acclaimed hit- 
ters as well. Sanzillo’s Already had 
five homeruns this season, and hit 
.600 in three games last week. Ac- 
cording to Adelman, he’s “pretty 
good at basically anything physi- 
cal.” Before he Accepted baseball 
as his main Activity, he was Active 


in many other sports. 


“He could pick up any sport 


and be good,” Deleo said. 
According to junior 
fielder Brett Izzo, 


the baseball field. 


“He’s also a very good basket- 


ball player,” Izzo said. 


N is for Natural. 


“He's naturally gifted, but he 
works hard too. It’s a good com- 
bination,” Deleo said. As for San- 


zillo, he’s just too Nice to admit it. 


“T don’t know if I'd call myself 


a natural. I'll take it, though,” 
Sanzillo said. 


Sanzillo’s been Nurturing his 
love for the game since he was 
young, and there’s talk about his 


gift Navigating his future. 

“He's drawing attention from 
pro scouts,” Deleo said. “He's con- 
sidering playing at the next level.” 

Sanzillo seems Nervous to ad- 
mit this goal. What are his plans 
after college? “I have no idea.” 
However, this biology major is 
more than just a Natural on the 
baseball field. 

“He drives a hybrid and shows 


Nathaniel 
Adelman is enthusiastic about 


right 
Sanzillo’s 
Awesomeness Advances beyond 


“ 
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x 
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concern for the environment,” 

Adelman said. “He feels it’s his re- 

sponsibility to keep Mother Earth 

fresh for his grandchildren.” 
Nifty! 


aside. But I do alright.” 


L is for Leader. 
Freshman third baseman Lee 
Bolyard Lamented, “His leader- 








ship skills 
Z is for Zany. make him a 
Here's a | S ee C | great captain 
Zinger from | YALE LO. 5) and a_ great 
Venezia: “Our : teammate.” 
coach has a Year: Senior Sanzillo, 
bunch of codes Major: Biology along with 
that the first Position: Catcher Deleo, is co- 
base coach can captain of the 
yell in order Hopkins Highlights: team this year. 
to tell the run- As of April 9th, Sanzillo is al often 
ner at first base batting .468 with 5 homers compare us to 
something and 23 RBIs. a peanut butter 


without tipping 
anything off to 
the first base- 
man. One of them is, ‘Hey! Did 
you see that freshman blonde in 
the stands?” which means to at- 
tempt a delayed steal. Early in the 
season, we were playing Rutgers, 
and Rob was on first base. He must 
have forgotten the code, because 
when our first base coach said 
‘Hey! Did you see that freshman 
in the stands?’ Rob took his eye off 
the pitcher in order to look in the 
stands, and he got picked off.” 


1 is for Intelligent. 

“He's an intelligent ball play- 
er,” Izzo said. 

“No matter what the situation, I 
can always count on him to know 
what pitch to call,” Deleo added. 

Not only does this Intuition 
Invigorate his baseball game, It 
Inspires his schoolwork as well. 

“He's a very smart kid. He gets 
far without doing much work,” 
Venezia said. 

Adelman added, “He's a very 
efficient student. He doesn’t waste 
much time with busywork.” 

During the season, Sanzillo 
Insists that the game comes first 
and wastes even less time with 
busywork. “During the season, 
some of the work may get pushed 





and jelly sand- 
wich,” Deleo 
said. “Without 
one, your sandwich wouldn't 
taste good.” 

Sanzillo seems to think this 
sandwich doesn’t require much 
work. 

“It’s not too challenging when 
your team is such an incred- 
ible group of guys.” Sanzillo 
also Leads the team numerically 
— he’s ranked first in batting av- 
erages, and is currently on a 16 
game hitting streak. His Logic? 

“To score more runs than the 
other team. I think that’s a pretty 
good philosophy.” 


L is also for Loving. 

Sanzillo’s Likeable character 
Lightens the hearts of his fam- 
ily and friends, and they Long to 
show it. 

Junior right hander Ryan Ke- 
aly said, “Sanzillo makes every- 
one on the team feel like they are 
a part of something special.” 

How adorable! In between dou- 
ble-headers, according to Deleo, 
Sanzillo can be caught Landing a 
Lucky kiss on his mother’s cheek. 

“She's the best,” Sanzillo said 
about his mom, Gussie. 

“He definitely gets his loving 
nature from his mother,” Adel- 





Men’s lacrosse looking mediocre after loss 


CONTINUED FROM Pace A12 

After that, however, the game 

unraveled, at least from the Blue 
Jays’ standpoint. Within the sec- 
ond half’s first three minutes, 
Duke got on the board three 
times, extending the lead to 9-5. 
From then on, the two teams re- 
verted to the exchanging of goals 
that had characterized most of 
the first half. 

In the fourth quarter, senior 
goalie Jesse Schwartzman and 
his defense did give Hopkins a 
bit of a chance to get back into 
the game. Helped by only four 
Quke shots on goal, the defense 
let in only one goal in the quarter, 
allowing the offense to take ad- 
vantage of any opportunities that 
came its way. By then, however, 
it was too late. Hopkins was un- 
able to gain any sort of edge on 
Duke. Ultimately, the three early 
third-quarter goals were critical, 
as Duke would end up winning 
by only two. 

_ “We had a little lapse in the 
beginning of the second half,” 
assistant coach Bobby Benson 
said. “When you give a team like 
Duke an opportunity like that, 
you dig yourselves a hole that’s 


_ really hard to climb out of.” 


The game was significant in a 


of mmemre * 


_ kins 


is a 


number of ways. From a lacrosse 
perspective, the two teams were 
ranked in the top ten and were 
considered preseason favorites to 
win the NCAA Championship. 
From a different perspective, 
Duke was coming off of a can- 
celled season due to the afore- 
mentioned allegations made in 
2006; as a result, there has been 
increased media attention on ev- 
ery game the team plays, and the 
team’s recent string of 


victories have only 
added to that. 
When the Blue 


Devils have traveled 
this season, they have 
faced much heckling 
related to last year's 
events, and the Hop- 
coaching _ staff 
made a special effort 
to encourage Hopkins’ 
fans to be enthusiastic 
but not insensitive. In 
an e-mail sent the day 
before the game to the 
entire student body, 
head coach Dave Pi- 
etramala asked that 
fans “[treat] our op- 
ponent with a level of 
respect they have not 
encountered on many 


= 
. 





campuses.” Overall, Coach Pi- 
etramala appeared to get his 
wish, as things never really got 
out of hand, and the fans were 
generally positive. 

“The atmosphere was great,” 
Boyle said. “The student turnout 
and atmosphere was awesome.” 

“Our fans are always great,” 
Benson added. “They were tre- 
mendous, and we really appreci- 
ate that.” 


Junior midfielder Stephen Peyser scores his first goal. 
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By EILEEN LILLY 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


This past weekend the JHU 


| Invitational meet was cancelled 


N | due to 20 mph winds, frustrating, 


SHIV GANDHI/NEWS-LETTER 


man said. 

As Mrs. Sanzillo hands out 
baked goods to the team, she’s 
Likely to be Loud. “I love my 
boys!” Also, Sanzillo often com- 
bines both of that same Leader- 
ship and Love. 

Adelman claims that the cap- 
tain’s team e-mails are Latched 
with a Little ‘Love you guys’ 
at the end of each Letter. “And 
when I see him in person, he 
says, ‘Hey Nate, I love you man, 
or something along those lines,” 
Adelman said. 

What a sweetie! (Ladies. He’s 
single.) 


And O? Oh My Goodness. 

That’s pretty much all there’s 
left to say when it comes to an 
Outstanding athlete like Sanzil- 
lo. Make sure to Open your plan- 
ners and Observe all eight adjec- 
tives come together this Saturday 
against Ursinus. 








the members of the Hopkins crew 
team who had looked forward 


| to their home meet after placing 
| second at the Caspersen Cup in 
| Chestertown, Mary. 


The Blue Jays have partici- 


| pated in two competitions, the 
| Murphy Cup and the Caspersen 
| Cup, since the beginning of their 


spring season. The team came in 


| second at the Caspersen Cup on 
| March 31. The men’s team Varsity 
| Eight and Varsity Four both won 


their events. 

The Varsity Eight team 
completed their race in 6:56.3, 
while the Varsity Four finished 


| in 8:11.8. The men’s Novice Eight 


team also placed, finishing 
second with a time of 8:32.0. The 
women’s team did not win their 
events, but enjoyed a strong 


| showing, placing third in the 


Varsity Eight event and finishing 
the race with a time of 9:13.9. 

The women’s Varsity Four 
placed slightly higher, claim- 
ing second place with a time of 
10:10.6. The women’s Novice Four 
team finished fourth to close the 
day with a time of 11:24.2. The 
team finished with 35 points, a 
mere four points behind Wash- 
ington College, which won the 
meet. St. John’s College had 27 
points and finished third. 

The Caspersen Cup is Hopkins’ 
first spring meet to rank the results 
by school. The Murphy Cup only 
placed the individual races. 

“This upcoming weekend we 
have the Knecht Cup in Camden, 
New Jersey,” senior coxswain Ra- 
chel Raskob said. 

“There are a lot of good teams, 
and depending on how we are 
seeded, we hope to make it to 
either the finals or petite finals. 
We've always had strong starts 
and have led or been in the top 
two off the line, but need to work 


Crew off and rowing al 


Anyway you spell it, Sanzillo is superb famed Caspersen Cup 


on the finish of the race, making 
sure the boat is moving strong 
throughout the entire race.” 

The Hopkins crew team be- 
gan their spring season in Phila- 
delphia, Penn. competing for 
the Murphy Cup. Senior Lukasz 
Bugaj and junior Josiah Drewien 
rowed to a fourth-place finish in 
their heat with a time of 7:12.09. 

The men’s Varsity Four fin- 
ished third in their heat with a 
time of 6:07.23. The team consist- 
ed of coxswain Rachel Raskob, 
Drewien, Bugaj, junior Chris Va- 
glia as stroke and senior Wesley 
Fredericks as bow. The Varsity 
Eight competed in the last event, 
finishing fourth with a time of 
5:41.69. 

The team consisted of senior 
coxswain Barry Tong, Drewien, 
Vaglia, Fredericks, sophomore 
Chris Viemeister, senior Teddy 
Drivas, sophomore Taylor Reese, 
Bugaj as stroke and freshman 
Pete Ranieri as bow. The wom- 
en’s team had similar success at 
the Murphy Cup. 

“The men’s varsity eight 
looks to be a strong contender 
in the men’s open eight race,” 
director of rowing Steve Perry 
said. “The team will be racing 
against Division-I teams ina very 
competitive event.” 

The Varsity Four finished with 
a time of 6:35.50 to earn fourth 
place in their heat. The team was 
composed of sophomores Hel- 
ena Cortes, Katie Blumer, Allison 
Hoy, Becky Williamson and senior 
team captain Laura DeMare. The 
Novice Eight also placed in the 
Cup, earning fourth-place honors 
with a time of 6:47.18. The team 
consisted of freshmen Michelle 
Lai, Allison Carlstrom, Ue Jin Kim, 
Nicole Lake, Dayna Gordon, Jenna 
Rossoff and sophomores Madison 
West and Amelia Whitman. 

“The women’s varsity four is 
strong and well-matched against 
other Division-III schools in their 
event,” Perry said. 

The team will next compete in 
Camden, NJ. on Sat., April 14. 





Power surge lilts Jays over Gettysburg 
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win of the season, his goose egg 
lowered his impressive ERA to 
a nifty 2.30 and secured him the 
Centennial Conference Pitcher of 
the Week award. With nine runs 
of support through the first five in- 
nings of play, Angeloni expressed 
his gratitude for the efficient heart 
of his team’s batting order. 

“Going into the game against 
Washington, I knew our offense 
was going to be able to point up 
a lot of runs,” Angeloni said. “So 
out there on the mound I felt very 
comfortable that if I could get 
groundballs and stay focused, 
we could get the win.” 

Due to a long stretch of in- 
clement weather, the Jays opted 
to play a previously postponed 
game the next day in Washing- 
ton College’s backyard in Ches- 
tertown, Md. Junior lead-off man 
and shortstop Jonas Fester played 
the role of igniter, as he was the 
first to break through for the Jays 
in the third inning by lining a 
worm-burner double. 

With two outs and two strikes 
on him, Sanzillo battled back in 
the count and cracked a shallow 
enough single to score Fester. Pi- 
etroforte contributed to the win- 
ning cause by blasting a towering 
home run, handing Hopkins a 
solid 3-0 advantage. The Jays were 
not finished, however, as Christie 
took a bean to the back and even- 
tually scored thanks to a looping 
double by freshman third base- 
man Lee Bolyard. 

The Blue Jays repeated their 
third-inning four spot with an- 
other wild one in the consecutive 
inning. Following the error that 
caused junior first baseman Matt 
Benchener to reach base, Fester 
singled to deep right, Izzo singled 
— driving in Benchener — and 
Sanzillo sent a moon shot over the 
right field fence. The Shoremen 
could only stand and sulk as their 
team fell behind eight runs oneight 
hits before their puny offense mus- 
tered up a run in the bottom half of 
the fourth. When all was said and 
done, Hopkins totaled a whopping 
twenty hits in brutal comparison 
to the Shoremen/’s eight. 

“You don't have to worry as 
much when your team is putting 
up runs at the clip we are,” Ange- 
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Junior right-handed pitcher Joe Zaccaria brings the heat in relief against Gettysburg. 


loni said. “It really increases my 
confidence and assures me that 
I don’t have to be absolutely per- 
fect out there.” 

Once again, the Hopkins 
pitching was superb as junior 
right hander Ryan Kuhlman 
went six innings, giving up only 
a single score on track to logging 
to his fourth win of 2007. The back 
end of the bullpen also pulled 
through in fine fashion as junior 
right hander Ryan Kealy and se- 
nior righty Jon Anderson each 
pitched one scoreless inning. 

“Right now, we are clicking 
on all cylinders and our pitching 
staff has recently come together 
very nicely,” Strieg] said. “Every- 
one in the bullpen has been itch- 
ing to get in there and show their 
stuff — and when called upon, 
almost everyone has delivered.” 

The game of the week was on 
hand last Tuesday at Hopkins 
when the Gettysburg Bullets 
came to town. 

The Bullets shot off the charts 
with an explosive three-run third 
inning. Designated hitter Joe 
Bonyai keyed the scoring surge 
with a double that drove in two. 
The resilient Jays responded in 
the bottom half of the inning, 
registering an astounding six 
runs. Solomon started the rally 
with a single which was followed 
by a Fester single that found the 

gap in left. Izzo (on a 15-game 


b 


hitting streak) kept the scrappy 
rally going with a single of his 
own, scoring Solomon as Sanzillo 
mimicked him just one at-bat later 
pushing Fester toward home. Af 
ter an errant throw by Mike Cian- 
cio, the Gettysburg pitcher made 
an even bigger mistake by serving 
up a monster-sized home run to 
— guess who — Pietroforte. 

“For the first couple of games 
this season, I felt a little uncom- 
fortable and I was definitely sway- 
ing too much in my stance,” Pi- 
etroforte said. “But after working 
with some of the coaches, I’ve been 
able to stay back on some pitches 
and really drive the ball.” 

Pietroforte’s power surge con- 
tinued in the fifth inning with 
a solo round-tripper, a run that 
proved to be the difference maker 
in a game that saw the Hopkins 
pitching staff give up six runs, 
four of them earned. Angeloni 
wasn't sharp, but pitched well 
enough for his second win on the 
year. Closer DeLeo pitched two 
unblemished innings, striking 
out one and earning his second 
save of the season. a 

The Jays record stands at 17-4, 
and their conference record is a 
flawless 7-0. As of the April 10, 
they are ranked No. 19 (ABCA/ 
Collegiate Baseball) in the coun- 
try and are scheduled to play 
Catholic University in Washing- 
ton, D.C. today at 3:30, p.m. 
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W. Lax loses trj 


By ALEXANDER IP 
The Johns | Loy kins New s-Letter 


Most anniversary celebrations 
don’t end in heartbreak. Unfor- 
tunately for the women’s lacrosse 
team, the milestone 500th game 
in program history resulted in an 
11-10 triple overtime loss to their 
conference rivals, the Vanderbilt 
University Commodores. The loss 
brought back some painful mem- 
ories of a similar defeat, a double 
overtime loss — tabbed as one 
of the team’s closest games ever 
— against Princeton by the same 
score only one month ago. 

Hopkins has amassed a dis- 
appointing 6-5 record over the 
course of an up-and-down sea- 
son. Plagued by inconsistency, the 
Lady Jays seem frustrated. One 
can only expect as much after two 
shocking, last second losses. 

Against Vanderbilt, senior at- 
tacker and co-captain Key again 
took it upon herself to sound the 
cavalry in the beginning of the 
match, scoring first for Hopkins 
for the third game in a row. Regret- 
tably, the rest of the players took a 
while to respond, adding only two 
more goals in the first period. 

But the Blue Jay defense had 
a better read on the Vanderbilt 
offense in the second half. They 
needed every inch they could 
get, as eight turnovers during the 
first 30 minutes of the game put 
Hopkins in what seemed like an 
insurmountable hole. 

* Luckily, the offense came back 
from halftime rejuvenated. They 
finally woke up in the second 
half, producing a 7-goal period 
to come back and tie it up with 
two and a half minutes left. Enter 
Sarah Walsh. 

With only seconds left in the 
game, red-shirt senior attacker 





Freshman midfielder Paige Ibello bobbles the ball during her furious drive towards the goal during a 20-4 victory over Oregon. 


Walsh fired a miraculous shot 
into the Commodores’ net for 
what should have been the go- 
ahead goal for Hopkins. 

But to the Jays’ dismay, a 
technicality in the official rules 
robbed the Jays of the victory. 

The game felt over to both 
teams. The Commodores’ head 
coach Cathy Swezey called for a 
stick check on Walsh, seemingly a 
last ditch effort to keep the match 
alive. Then to the Jays’ shock and 
dismay, the officials sided with 
Vanderbilt and declared Walsh’s 
stick to be illegal. The game was 
headed for overtime. 

“If we were in the same posi- 
tion, we would probably have 


SPORTS 


ple-OT heartbreaker to 





asked for [a stick check], too. 
However, my stick was legal be- 
fore the check, during the check 
and after the check. All it would 
have taken is a fair set of eyes to 
recognize that,” Walsh said. 

A stick check is typically per- 
formed at the beginning of each 
game as protocol to verify that 
all players are using the proper 
equipment, and it includes close 
inspection of the goggles, mouth 
guard and lacrosse stick. 

When examining the stick, a 
regulation ball is gently placed 
into the pocket of the stick. 

“During Sarah’s stick check, 
they exerted pressure and 
pressed the ball into her stick,” 


M. and w. tennis both riding win streaks 
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against Ursinus, the Blue Jays 
moved on to their next (much 
more menacing) rival, 26th- 
ranked Swarthmore College. The 
contest was a daunting one. Since 
1963, the Hopkins men’s tennis 
team had not once defeated the 
Garnet. 

But the times, they are a-chan- 
gin’. 

The Jays secured their first 
win in over 40 years with a close 
match, ending 5-4. Roberticamein 
with a defiant victory over Kevin 
Shaughnessy of Swarthmore. He 
was also aided by charged fresh- 
man Peter Vale, who defeated J,J. 
England in a tide-changing clash 
of racquets. Vale also secured his 
ninth straight win during the 
subsequent April 9 match against 
Salisbury University. 

The women’s tennis team 
has been achieving feats that 
are similarly impressive, if not 
even more spectacular. With a 
ranking that is currently sitting 
secure at No. 15 and constantly 
being pushed up by stellar 
performances, the women took 
on three teams and nabbed 
three victories. The Lady Jays 
pounded out an unrelenting 
assault against conference foes 
Dickinson and Haverford, who 
lost 8-1 and 9-0, respectively, 
before putting an exclamation 
point on their week with a 
toughly fought victory over 
Salisbury. 

With the three victories, the 
_Lady Jays vaulted their winning 
streak to an impressive eight 
matches. Bringing home the bacon 
were doubles partners sophomore 
Brittany Matava and freshman 
Anita Bhamidipati. The dynamic 
duo paralleled the women’s team 
in general over this last week, 
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Sophomore Brittany Matava won her 15th match of the season on Wednesday. 


winning their sixth, seventh 
and eighth consecutive doubles 
matches against opponents 
from Dickinson, Haverford and 
Salisbury, respectively. The two 
also contributed by securing wins 
in singles play. Each of them, 
interestingly enough, earned 
her thirteenth “W” of the season 
(keep your fingers crossed). 

Matava and Bhamidipati were 
not alone, however. 

“1 think we are feeling rela- 
tively confident about our per- 
formance this year. We trust the 
other people to pull through 
in their matches,” Matava said. 
Wins from sophomore Debbie 
Blass and freshman Amanda 
Schubert helped ensure victory 
as the matches progressed. And 
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Freshman David Maldow smacks the ball back toward his Washington opponent. 
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apparently, it is this team-based 
environment that keeps both the 
men’s and women’s teams going 
strong. 

“You know that when you are 
in a tough match, your team will 
be out there on the next court 
cheering you on,” Bhamidipati 
said. There is even collaboration 
and support between the men’s 
and women’s teams, as they each 
share head coach Chuck Willen- 
borg. 

“We come out to each other's 
home matches and cheer the guys 
on, and they do the same for us, 
so it’s really great,’ Bhamidipati 
said. 

And it is certainly turning out 
to be a great season. With the 
tennis program on a continual 
upward slope, Willenborg is en- 
thusiastic for the future. 

“T used to have to go out to re- 
cruit and sell this thing, [the ten- 
nis program] but now sometimes 
I even have to turn kids away ... 
It’s also exciting for us that things 
are happening in the tennis pro- 
gram that have never really hap- 
pened before,” he said. 

And with their national rank- 
ings rising, things will certainly 
keep happening for the Blue Jays. 
If they succeed in their upcoming 
bid against undefeated Haver- 
ford, Hopkins Tennis will also 
be hosting both the men’s and 
women’s Centennial Conference 
Championships. If the Jays keep 
heating up, the courts won't be 
cold for much longer. 

Both teams are home this Sat- 
urday — the women vs. Bryn 
Mawr at 11 a.m. and the men vs. 
Franklin & Marshall at 2 p.m. 
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senior midfielder Steph Janice 
said. She contends that that pres- | 
sure was the difference between | 
Walsh’s check at the end of regu- 
lation and her pre-game check. 

“(Either] there should be a stan- | 
dard of pressure applied to the ball 
into the stick or no pressure at all, 
and the ball shouldn’t be touched 
at all once in the [pocket] to deem 
it legal or illegal,” she said. 

The girls had no choice but to 
soldier on into overtime. 

Key tried to end the game once 
and for all, just narrowly missing 
the cage with the only shot from 
either team in the first overtime. 

Neither team, however, was 


willing to let this thrilling affair | 


end ina tie. With 47 seconds left in | 


triple overtime, a Vanderbilt shot 
passed by freshman goalie Lizze 
O’Ferrall — making only her sixth 


career game appearance — giving | 


the Commodores the win. 
Hopefully, the girls will find 
their stroke again in time for their 


4 | four-game home-stand, beginning 
| Wednesday against University of 


Maryland, Baltimore County. 


Vandy Late nights, loose rules 


characterize club lacrosse 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE A12 
somewhat lackadaisical approach 
to the usually strict rules and 
regulations of the game. Since the 
referees for many of the games 
are students and former lacrosse 
players themselves, they recog- 
nize that the players are just out 
there to have a good time. There 
are no titles on the line, no con- 
ference rivalries. 

“There’s a lot less regulation in 
club lacrosse,” Thibau said. “You 
get a lot less calls, and things get 
a little more violent. That makes 
it a lot more fun. I don’t have to 
hold myself back as much as I did 
in high school. I can let my stick 
fly a little bit more.” 

However, despite the fun that 
ensues when everything falls to- 
gether, the club lacrosse team has 
suffered through many difficul- 
ties regarding organization and 
recognition from other sports. 
The team is often only allotted 


| late night time slots for the prac- 


tice field, and it is not uncommon 
for the team to be stuck waiting 
outside the practice field for a 
half-hour while a varsity team 
goes over their time limit. 





“We kind of get brushed aside 
sometimes. That’s hard but we try 
to do the best we can. It’s still la- 
crosse, it’s still fun. We play for the 
love of the game,” Thibau said. 

The team has also had several 
recruitment issues throughout 
the season. Between studying, 
homework and the other myriad 
pressures placed upon Hopkins 
students, many players simply 
don’t find the time to pick up 
their gear and head out to a prac- 
tice. Not to mention those practic- 
es usually start as late as 10 p.m. 
The unusual Baltimore weather 
has also been a major factor. 

“We've had a lot of cold weath- 
er, so people don’t show up and 
we end up not having enough 
kids to play,” Fishel said. 

When all these players want 
to do is play the game they love, 
it becomes frustrating when so 
many obstacles stand in their 
path. But despite their problems, 
they still manage to strap up their 
helmets, pick up their sticks and 
step on the field. It’s the true es- 
sence of sports — the love of the 
game. It’s all they care about, and 
really, it’s all that matters. 
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Junior left fielder Jon Solomon prepares for a collision at the plate vs. Gettysburg. 
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By MATTHEW MURRAY 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


With the rate at which balls are 
flying over fences nowadays, the 
Jays look to be in a prime posi- 
tion to continue their undefeated 
streak through conference com- 
petition. This past week the Jays 
went yard six times, going 3-0 
against Centennial foes, toppling 
Washington twice, 10-0 and 14- 
2, while managing to slide past 
Gettysburg, 9-6, in a slugfest. 

Hopkins hosted the Shoremen 
last Thursday and treated their 
visitors to an early, insurmount- 
able deficit. However, it was the 
error-prone Shoremen that bog- 


gled and botched enough plays 
to exacerbate the game’s initial 
blunder into a 10-run Hopkins 
romp. The Jays got on the board 
quick with an unearned run in 
the first courtesy of Greg Perret’s 
fielding de- 
bacle and 
some timely 
hitting by se- 
nior second 
baseman lan 
Christie. 
Hopkins struck again in the 
third when senior catcher Rob 
Sanzillo singled home senior 
right fielder Brett Izzo, who had 
previously advanced in the in- 
ning due to Chris Smith’s wild 





THis WEEK IN SPORTS 


April 13, 1997 — Tiger Woods became 
the youngest person and first African 
American to with the Masters. 


April 15, 1947 — Jackie Robinson scored 
the game-winning run in his major league 
debut with the Brooklyn Dodgers. 


Baseball drops early Easter egg on Shoremen 


pitch. The Shoremen continued to 
dig themselves into a hole while 
attempting to throw-out a Sanzil- 
lo steal as the ball flew past third 
base and trickled into the left 
field grass. After Christie drove 
in his second run of the contest, 
the Jays sat comfortably on a 4-0 
lead by the end of the third. 

Senior center fielder and clean- 
up hitter Rob Pietroforte put 
forth the best performance of the 
day, going 2-2 at the plate with 
two walks, a double, a stolen base 
and a two-run homer. His efforts 
were aided by Sanzillo, Christie, 
and junior left fielder Jon Solo- 
mon who went a combined 6-11 
with 5 RBIs. 
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CALENDAR 


SATURDAY 


W. Tennis vs. Bryn Mawr 11 a.m. 
Baseball vs. Ursinus 12 p.m. 
W. Lacrosse vs. Virginia 12 p.m. 
M. Tennis vs. F & M 2 p.m. 





“Going into the season, we 
knew had one of the best line-ups 
in the country,” Pietroforte said, 
“Now, we are playing more up to 
our potential, but I still think we 
haven't played our best ball yet.” 
Oddly enough, the first unearned 
run of the game would be all the 
Jays needed for victory as sopho- 
more right-handed pitcher Chez 
Angeloni threw a true gem. 
Going seven innings, yielding 
just three runs and striking out 
three, Angeloni’s shutout was 
preserved by the sophomore 
southpaw Henry Striegl and se- 
nior right-hander Brian DeLeo. 
Although it was Angeloni’s first 

CONTINUED ON Pace A10 
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Junior midfielder Stephen Peyser chews some turf ans senior long-stick midfielder Brendan Skakandi protests after Duke defenseman Casey Carroll was called for slashing. 


Bedeviled: m. lax falls to 4-4 alter Duke loss 


By MICHAEL GLENWICK 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


In their last full-length season 
— two years ago — the Duke Blue 
Devils lost a nail-biter to Hop- 
kins’ men’s lacrosse team, 11-10, in 
overtime at Homewood Field. A 
lot has changed in lacrosse since 
then, particularly for Duke, but on 
Saturday the two teams put on the 
same type of exciting showcase, 
this time with Duke edging the 
Blue Jays, 11-9. With the loss, Hop- 
kins falls to 4-4 for the season. 

Prior to the game, Duke was 
ranked fourth in the country and 
Hopkins ninth. Add in the fact 
that Duke was coming off of a 
cancelled season due to sexual 
assault allegations, and anticipa- 
tion and expectations were quite 
high — particularly from a fan 
standpoint — for the match-up. 

In front of nearly five thousand 

fans, the Blue Jays got off to a sol- 
id start. Only 53 seconds into the 
game, junior midfielder Stephen 
Peyser scored the game’s first goal. 
It was Peyser’s fifth goal of the sea- 
son and, because he missed eight 
games last season due to a broken 
jaw, surpasses his total from the 
team’s 2006 campaign. 

The Blue Devils, however, re- 
sponded quickly, stopping any 
thought of a big Hopkins lead. 
Midway through the first quarter, 
Duke junior attacker Zack Greer, 
who, with 33 goals this season, 
is second in the NCAA, got two 
back-to-back goals in the span of 
less than a minute, putting his 
team up for the first time, 2-1. 
One of the top offensive players 
in the e, Greer demonstrated 
his talents both early and late. He 
ended up with a double hat-trick, 
a a ‘ 
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tallying six goals in total. 
After the two Greer goals, 


Hopkins 
and Duke 
went back 
and forth, 
exchanging 
goals, with 


both teams struggling to gain the 
upper hand. For Hopkins, Peyser, 


junior midfielder Matt Bocklet, 
freshman attacker Steve Boyle 
and junior attacker Kevin Hunt- 
ley combined for four goals after 
Greer’s first two, and the team 
went into halftime down a goal, 
6-5. 

Even with the one-goal deficit, 
things seemed to be clicking for 
the Jays. The defense was able to 


stop the vast majority of Duke’s 
23 first-half shots, and the offense 
was doing a good job at keeping 
the game close and taking advan- 
tage of its opportunities. 

“We wanted to get after them 
early,” Boyle said. “We had some 
good shots early on that we were 
fortunate to capitalize on.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE A10 





Both tennis teams boast national rankings 


By PASHA HADIDI 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


As the early April snow flur- 
ries fell on Hopkins’ chilly cam- 
pus this past week, the Jays had 
their necks craned skyward. They 
were thinking only one thing: it’s 
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strange weather for tennis. But 
that didn’t stop the tennis teams 
from _ bring- 
ing the heat 
to their con- 
ference rivals. 

For — the 
men’s team, 
the week started out 
on Saturday opposite 
dual contenders Ursi- 
nus and Swarthmore, 
both Centennial Con- 
ference opponents. 
Luckily, the No. 21- 
ranked Blue Jays com- 
petition turned into 
dual pretenders as the 
men’s team soundly 
defeated Ursinus, 9-0, 
| and Swarthmore, 5-4,. 

Good enough for one 
week's work? Hardly. 
The men’s team then 
went on to triumph 
over Salisbury Col- 
| lege, 7-2, in a contest 
that propelled them 
into a six-match win- 
ning streak. 





Junior Matt Naftilan sends a backhand his opponents’ © “We knew it was 


way in his 8-3 doubles win over Washington Tuesday. 
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a big weekend with 
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a conference match and the two 
very good teams in our region,” 
junior captain Raphael Roberti 
said. “However, we have a very 
deep team and were able to pull 
through.” The morning match 
against Ursinus started out well 
and never soured. The impres- 
sive 9-0 victory was the result of 
an unrelenting set-after-set battle 
that kept Ursinus off of their game 
and Hopkins dominating its own. 
The Jays made it look easy, never 
letting a Bear win more than two 
games in a set all afternoon. 
Coming off of their victory 








The Club Hub 


By DEMIAN KENDALL 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


The Salisbury University club 
lacrosse squad stepped off the 
bus onto Homewood field in full 
uniform to find nine Hopkins 
players waiting for them, wear- 


| ing different colored helmets 


and mismatched practice jerseys, 
unified only by different shades 
of blue. To play a game, a lacrosse 


| team needs a minimum of 10 


players. A call was made and 
within a few minutes, freshman 
Kyle Keane, the 10th man, came 
sprinting from the AMR dormi- 
tories, his lacrosse bag swinging 
‘from his shoulders. He grabbed a 


| jersey and got suited up, and the 
| ten men took the field, ready to 


play a full game with no chance 
of substitutions. The only referee 
was another Hopkins student, 
the brother of junior team cap- 
tain Eric Fishel, and not a single 
fan sat in the bleachers that sur- 
round the legendary Homewood 
Field. It was a typical scene for 
the Hopkins club lacrosse team. 
In a school where the word 
“lacrosse” is synonymous with 
legend and grandeur, the club la- 
crosse team suits up twice a week 
not for fame or publicity, but for 
the simple love of the game. They 
sprint under the shadows of Na- 
tional Championship banners, 
surrounded by empty and silent 
bleachers. They have no coaches 





Lacrosse: No pressure, no 
playoffs, just re-lax-ing 


except for junior team captains 
Vanti Davis and Fishel. They 
swap equipment in the sidelines 
and simply play the game when- 
ever the opportunity arises. 

“I think it’s cool just to step on 
that field, where all these huge 
games go on,” midfielder Ke- 
ane said. “You think to yourself: 
wow, I’m playing lacrosse here. 
It’s a real fantasy feeling.” 

Most of the Hopkins club play- 
ers came from top-ranked high 
schools. They’ve fought their 
way to state titles, undefeated. 
seasons. But when they step onto 
Homewood Field, memories of) 
glory take a side-seat, and with- 
out pressure, they play the game 
they’ve been playing their whole 
life for the sheer pleasure it'gave 
them when they first picked up 
a stick. Comparing his club la- 
crosse experience to that of high 
school, freshman defenseman 
Alex Thibau said, “It’s a different 
kind of fun. In high school you 
always have a game, you always 
have a practice. With club we just 
have fun getting together, hav- 
ing a good game, joking around 
a little bit.” 

Fishel, a defenseman, said, “I 
just love the game, so I keep play- 
ing. It’s just a good sport to keep 
me in shape and help keep other 
things off my mind.” 

One advantage to the club 
lacrosse experience is the 

CONTINUED ON Pace A11 
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Although it wasn’t quite deja 
vu, the women’s lacrosse team 
suffered its closest loss of the sea- 
son, falling to the No. 16 Vander- 
bilt Commodores in triple over- 
time, 11-10, Page A11. 


Pushing against heavy winds 
and rowing through frigid wa- 
ters, the men’s and women’s crew 
teams braved the wintry condi- 
tions at the Caspersen Cup, Page 
A10. 


A 


Athlete of the Week senior 
catcher Rob Sanzillo is truly a 
monster at the plate. Granted he 
isn't knocking down buildings, 
but this mama’s boy knows how 
to play the game right, Page A10. 
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Focus + Features 


By JAMES FREEDMAN 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


When CNN anchor Wolf Blitzer found 
out he had passed his final exams and 
would be graduating from the School of 
Advanced International Studies, he was 
elated. 

“| literally jumped up in the air and 
clicked my heels together and did a big 
scream, as if I were a cheerleader or 
something, and it sounds so stupid, but I 
was so happy I literally jumped for joy,” 
he said. “The moment I found out that 
I was going to graduate and get the de- 
gree — it’s not the kind of moment that 
you forget.” 


Since then, Blitzer has become one of 


- Arts & Entertainment 
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the most respected members of his field, 
winning numerous awards and asking 
hard-hitting questions toa variety of world 
leaders. For instance, during the 2000 elec- 
tion, Blitzer interviewed all of the major 
party presidential candidates, according 
to his official biography on http://www.cnn. 
com. 

Today, more than thirty years after 
graduating from SAIS, his enthusiasm for 
Johns Hopkins has not diminished. 

“1 think that Johns Hopkins University 
— undergraduate, graduate — is one of the 
finest institutions of higher learning in the 
world, and that it’s got a fabulous reputa- 
tion, not only here in the United States, but 
around the world,” Blitzer said. 

CONTINUED ON Pace B2 
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Spring Fair and the Hopkins Film 
Festival usher in a welcome weekend 
of culture and fun, CALENDAR B10 





a COURTESY OF TIME WARNER CABLE 
Hopkins alum and CNN anchorman Wolf Blitzer (center) visits Iraq during the war. 
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Living back to Hopkins: Blitzer discusses military, politics and Hopkins 
notable alumni donations 


By AUDREY MURRAY 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Most Hopkins students dream 
of graduating and securing ex- 
tremely lucrative jobs to buy nice 
cars, cool clothes and destination 
vacations a step up from budget 
spring break getaways. 

Judging by the endowments 
bequeathed by Hopkins alumni, 
this seems to happen pretty con- 
sistently. And current students 
benefit when alumni give back. 

There are, of course, the obvi- 
ous gifts: the fact that the name 
“Bloomberg” can be found on 
several buildings, structures and 
even chairs in the library. There 
are also endowments for scholar- 
ships. 

There are also some less visi- 
ble benefits for students provided 
by the generosity of alumni. 

The most popular is probably 
the Alumni Student Discount 
card. Available from the Office 
of Alumni Relations (3211 N. 
Charles St.), this card will save 
you money at most establish- 
ments in Charles Village. 

The card also gets you dis- 
counts at restaurants, bars, retail- 
ers, hair salons, yoga studios and 
even hotels in the Baltimore-D.C. 
area. You can see a full list of 
vendors who honor the discount 
card at http://alumni.jhu.edu/stu- 
dents/discounts. 

One of the most valuable but 
lesser-known services the Alum- 
ni Association offers is Hopkin- 
sNET. This is an online network- 
ing tool that allows you to search 
for and connect with Hopkins 
alumni in specific fields. It’s a 
good resource for students who 
are unsure about career paths, 
and also a good way to build con- 
tacts for future job searches. 

Alumnihave also given money 
to establish grants for students to 
pursue extracurricular interests. 
Available annually, these grants 
can be used to fund projects out- 
side of the classroom. 

The Alumni Association of- 
fers two different types of grants 
for student group projects. The 
Students Services grants can be 
used as a stipend for projects in- 
volving more than one student, 
and Community Service grants 
offset the cost of a public service 
project in the Baltimore area. 

The Second Decade Society 
also offers grants, sponsored by 
alumni, for unpaid summer in- 
ternships. These grants cover 
living expenses and may even 
provide extra money to be put to- 
wards summer savings. 

Then there are the legacies that 








Wes CRAVEN 


are so ingrained in daily life that | 


we might not even think about 
where they came from. The AMRs, 
for example, weren’t part of the 
original Homewood campus. 
When the undergraduate 
school relocated to Charles Vil- 
lage, it didn’t have enough money 
to build dorms. Several years later, 
a group of alumni decided student 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1 

He has so much faith in Hop- 
kins, in fact, that the only sugges- 
tion he has for the University to 
prepare its students for increas- 
ing globalization is to do “more 
of the same.” 

“All of the work that comes 
out of Johns Hopkins speaks for 
itself,” he said. “So, in this in- 
creasingly competitive, global 


| marketplace ... the best thing we 


housing would probably enhance | 


student life, and they endowed the 
building which is now AMR I. 
The AMRs were originally 
meant to honor Hopkins stu- 
dents who died in World War I 
(hence the name Alumni Memo- 
rial Residence), but the school di- 
vided the structures into named 
houses to pay further tribute to 


distinguished former members | 


of the Hopkins community. 


Willard House, for example, is | 
named after Daniel Willard, who | 


began his career as a track worker 
for B&O Rail Road Company, and 
eventually worked his way up to 
become the company’s president 


United States, who held a Ph.D. 
in history and political science 
from Hopkins. 

Buildings A and B have yet 
to be dedicated. Perhaps if you 
do something really great after 
graduation, your name too could 
become synonymous with fresh- 
men and dormcest. 

Then, of course, there’s 
Michael Bloomberg. He’s given 
the University hundreds of 


millions of dollars, which have | 


helped pay for everything from 
buildings to financial aid. 

Additionally, it’s rumored that 
he designated some of his money 
to be used for the picturesque 
brick sidewalks that wind around 
campus in the most inconvenient 
paths after his college-bound 
daughter came to tour the school 
and found it ugly. 

Humanities students have 
Zanvyl Krieger to thank for his 
$50 million donation that helped 
enrich and develop the School of 
Arts and Sciences. According to 
the Alumni Association, this is 
believed to be the largest dona- 
tion ever to be directed exclusive- 
ly towards humanities studies at 
an American university. This is 
perhaps even more important at 
Hopkins, which has always placed 
considerable emphasis on the sci- 
ences, particularly medicine. 

Hopkins alumni have given 
us a lot more than just a tent to 
get drunk in for one weekend a 
year. When you make your mil- 
lions, remember to continue the 
legacy. 


the Clinton administrati 





ty 


7) 


can be doing is doing more of the 
same — just keep on pursuing 
excellence, keep on pushing for 


| the highest quality in math and 
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science, literature, medicine and 
all the core areas, and be as com- 
petitive and be as strong as we 
possibly can.” 

He also recalled the draft lot- 
tery of his college years and said 
that while most military leaders 
are content with a solely volun- 
teer force, world events may lead 
to “increasing pressure” to rein- 
state the draft. 

“I was lucky,” he said. “My 
number was in the high 200’s — 
272, something like that — and 


| they said that they were only go- 
in the 1910s. Wilson House re- | 
fers to the 28th president of the | 


ing to go up to about 120 or 130 
or 140. But I remember living 
through that period.” 

“The military itself — and I 
speak as a former Pentagon cor- 
respondent, I covered the mili- 
tary for a while — they like it the 
Way it is now. They have people 
who want to be there and they 
don’t have to deal with people 
who don’t really want to be there, 
and they think they have a better 
military product as a result.” 

“On the other side of the coin 
— and this is reflected in what 


| Congressman Murtha said to me 


[during an interview on March 
29] or Congressman Charlie Ran- 
gel of New York says is — we just 
need a bigger military, we just 
don’t have the 





COURTESY OF CABLE NEWS NETWORK, A TIME WARNER CO. 


Wolf Blitzer, a veteran news reporter and host of CNN's 7he Situation Room, attended SAIS for his master’s degree. 


and educated about this issue 
and about a lot of other issues, 
and if they have strong opinions 
voice them — why not,” he said. 
“I think that’s part of being an 
American. If you have views, let 
us know what you think.” 

In a time when the impartiali- 
ty of reporting is often called into 
question, and partisan motives 
guide news coverage, Blitzer is a 
defender of what he calls “classi- 
cal” journalism. 

“Tm a classical, old-fashioned 
kind of journalist,” he said. “[I try] 
not to inject too much of my own 
personal opinions and attitudes, 
but what I try to do is make sure 
I give all sides a good chance to 
present their respective cases. But 
if I see someone is saying some- 
thing that’s not true or distorted 

or not answer- 








capability of 
doing it right 
now with just 
the volunteer, 
and it’s good 


You got into Johns 
Hopkins — that 


means you ve got 


ing the ques- 
tion — it’s my 
job, because I 
see myself as 
really the rep- 





for the country resentative of 
to have peone some talent, you’ve ae ? Msdhete 
giving public Z ou ere, the 
service and in got some potential, people — who 
effect being 2 are watching 
forced to give you ve got some my shows — to 
path edocs capability. speak Be and 
to the countr say, xcuse 
... There's ee — Wott BLITZER me, you didn’t 
sides to this sto- answer the 
ry,andIthinka question.” 


lot will depend on ... the needs of 
the military.” 

Students with strong opinions 
on the issue should not be afraid 
to speak up, either, according to 
Blitzer. 

“I think that students obvi- 
ously should be knowledgeable 


The most memorable of those 
many interviews occurred in 
1998, while he was covering the 
White House and traveling with 
President Bill Clinton. But it 
wasn’t an interview with Clinton 
that particularly stands out in his 
mind. Rather, it was an interview 


with the president of South A fri- 
ca — Nelson Mandela, who also 
happens to be a past speaker at 
the Milton S. Eisenhower Sympo- 
sium. 

“He had just taken office,” 
Blitzer said. “The apartheid re- 
gime had just fallen, and all of 
a sudden you have a new black 
president of South A frica— aman 
who had spent 25 years or so ina 
prison because he was a political 
opponent of the apartheid racist 
regime in South Africa. The day 
before my interview with Nelson 
Mandela, we had gone and spent 
some time in his cell, where he’d 
been a prisoner all those years ... 
and here I was interviewing him, 
and he showed no bitterness, no 
anger, just was looking ahead. If 
anyone should have been angry 
and bitter and looking for re- 
venge it could have been him, but 
he was a leader who went beyond 
his own personal pain and suf- 
fering ... There was no civil war, 
no fighting — it was an amazing 
moment in world history, and 
Nelson Mandela made it happen 
because of his unique stature.” 

He added: “It was a powerful 
interview I did with him and to 
this day it stands out in my mind 
as one of the big moments of my 
journalistic career.” 

Blitzer feels “blessed” to have 
a job that lets him learn all day, 
speak to interesting people and 
report on what's going on in the 
world, and credits Hopkins for 
making it happen. 

“I get paid ona daily basis now 
to learn and to see and to report 
on what's going on,” said Blitzer. 
“I'm really blessed that I can take 
that SAIS and Johns Hopkins ex- 
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Degree: B.S. Physics 
Accomplishment: Worked 
on the Manhattan Project, 


which produced the first 


atomic bomb. 
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perience that I had and parlay it 
into a daily profession ... It really 
was one of those life-changing 
events for me — the two years 
that I spent getting my Master’s 
degree — because it opened up 
my eyes, it opened up my curi- 
osity, it opened me up to new 
opportunities that I never knew 
existed earlier.” 

Blitzer had one simple mes- 
sage for Hopkins students: “Keep 
on doing what you're doing,” 

“You got into Johns Hopkins 
— that means you’ve got some 
talent, you've got some poten- 
tial, you’ve got some capability,” 
he said. “But now you've got to 
deliver. You've got to take advan- 
tage of this opportunity, exploit 
it, appreciate it — don’t waste it 
because your life is ahead of 
you now and the decisions you 
make during these critical years 
are going to be decisions that af- 
fect your life for thirty, forty, fifty, 
sixty years down the road. So just 
enjoy what you're doing — relish 
it. If you have an opportunity to 
go into a field that you love — that 
you're passionate about — you'll 
do really well in that field be- 
cause if you love what you're do- 
ing, and if you can make a living 
in the process, you're going to be 
much more successful than if you 
dread going to work every day. 
I've been blessed in having that 
opportunity ... and I only wish 
that students who are there now 
take advantage of it as I did.” 

The Situation Room airs week- 
days from 4 to 6 p.m. and 7 to 8 p.m. 
ET on CNN. You can also catch Wolf 
Blitzer Sunday mornings from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. ET on Late Edition 
with Wolf Blitzer, 
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Spotting trends: 
new business ... 


om Jeans. 
all about 
Jeans. 


It’s 

Mom 

Laugh 

as you may, but 

these much- 

mocked, high-waisted denim 

trousers are likely to be part of 

every stylish girl's 
come fall. 

Don’t believe me? Well, just 
recall your initial reaction to leg- 
gings. “Ew,” you balked, when 
photos  circu- 


wardrobe 


the 
trend 


entire sector of the economy has 
been conceived to answer these 
very questions. Such corpora- 
tions call themselves trend-spot- 
ting agencies, and their liveli- 
hood and mission is predicated 
upon just that: spotting the latest 
trend. 

Among the first such business 
venture was The Zand! Group, 
founded by Irma Zand, the cre- 
ator of “trend-spotting.” 


lated of Sienna 
Miller and 
Lindsay Lohan 
donning the 
kindergarten 
staples a cou- 
ple years back. 
Now, chances 
are you — or 
at least 50 girls 
you know 
own a pair. 

And what 
about the 
resurrection 
of Converse 
Chucks? I know many of you 
who currently rock the high-tops 
sneered at their re-debut in the 
mid-nineties. Today, however, 
you sneer no more ... and owna 
pair in white, green and black. 

Yes, indeed, trends are tricky 
little phenomena. They’re elu- 
sive, and it’s hard to tell what'll 
fly or flop. 

But where do they start? Who 
“births” what will become the 
hottest new brand or the season’s 
must-have hue? Where can one 
locate the Arbiters of Trends — 
those very special creatures who 
serve as precursors to the “Next 
Big Thing?” 

Over the past two decades, an 








Cramer 
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Irma began her 
career by moni- 
toring teens and 
young adults — 
the most common 
demographic ear- 
ly adopters or “al- 
pha consumers,” 
a term coined 
by Zandl as 
they roamed the 
streets of Soho 
and other “hip” 
New York neigh- 
borhoods. She 
also draws inspi- 
ration from what 
she views on MTV, and from the 


youth she regularly stops to talk | 


to and “Polaroid” in the streets. 


But what do Irma — and other | 


“cool hunters,” as such profes- 
sionals are known — have to of- 
fer the broader market economy? 
Apparently quite a lot. 

With the information and im- 
ages collected on the streets of 
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blog-shy Hopkins students reluctant to bare all 


By SASHA ROUSSEAU 
lhe Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


What do you do with your 
secrets? Do you go to the gym 
and run until you forget them? 
Do you scribble them on scraps 
of paper and then rip them to 
shreds? Do you stuff them into 
an imaginary box in the back of 
your mind and sink them deep 
into your subconscious? 

Are you good at keeping them 
hidden? 

Well if you are, you're sure 
missing out. Because your friends 
and classmates are busy blogging 
their tortured little hearts out. 

Yes, the blog. The public diary 
where you can be “personal” and 
“private” — you can stop being 
polite and start being real — and 
still be the center of (someone’s) 
attention. It’s perfect for the pas- 
sive-aggressive attention-whore/ 
shy artiste/angst-ridden (semi) 
extrovert. And who among us 
isn’t one of those, at least some- 
times? 

Millions of people are search- 
ing daily for the minor fame that 
blogs offer. Why wouldn't they 
be? Blogging couldn't be easier. 
On the personal internet journal 
site http://xanga.com, a blogger can 
buy a Xanga Premium account 
for between $2 and $4 a month, 
which allows the upload of up to 
99 images and access to the tools 
needed to give a journal a sophis- 


| ticated look. But even that com- 


mitment isn’t necessary: anyone 


| with a few minutes to spare can 


New York, Stockholm, London | 


and Tokyo — a few particularly 
fashion-forward = metropolises 


— trend-spotters compose week- | 
ly or monthly trend reports that | 


are subscribed to by major cor- 
porations. 
bi-monthly “Hot Sheet” 
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Young people on the street are trend-spotting agencies’ prime sources for new fashions. 


The Zandl Group’s | 





set up a free account and make 
the claim that his or her life is 
interesting enough to be in the 
public domain. 

Bloggers often enforce that 
claim of relevancy by setting 
themselves up as_representa- 
tives of a larger identity. They 
join groups of interlinked blogs 
called “blogrings” with names 
like “Feminists” or “Left Wing 
Rabble Rousers from Outer 
Space.” They declare themselves 
a certain type of person, and, via 
blogring, connect themselves to 
others who see themselves in the 
same way. 

Even blogs run by paid profes- 
sionals, such as the “Tucker Max” 
blog (which recounts the exploits 
of an overgrown frat boy) or “Go 


A | Fug Yourself” (offering mock- 


ing tribute to celebrity fashion) 


| maintain such blog-to-blog links. 


Tucker Max, for example, con- 
nects directly to 22 other profes- 
sional blogs that have a similar 
tone, meant to appeal to similar 
readers. 

In their search for similarity, it 


| should be no surprise that school 


pride is a major source of blog- 
ger solidarity. On Xanga, there 
are 17 blogrings devoted to Johns 





Gay rights pioneer looks to the tuture 


By CARA SELICK 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Before 1973, The American 
Psychiatric Association’s (APA’s) 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 
of Mental Disorders, aka the Bible 
of Psychology, categorized ho- 
mosexuality as a mental illness. 

In the early ‘70s, a group of 
people successfully petitioned 
the APA to have homosexuality 
removed from the list of mental 
illnesses. This was a successful 
endeavor. One major participant 
in the petition was Dr. Charles 
Silverstein, and it is for this rea- 
son that Friday evening a small 
group of eager listeners, mostly 
from the gay community, came 
to hear him speak in the Great 
Hall. 
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Dr Charles Silverstein is a 
clinical psychologist and psy- 
chotherapist as well as a certi- 
fied sex thera- 





The petitioners wanted to elimi- 
nate arrests for sodomy. They 
also, as a short range goal, want- 
ed to stop the 





pist who deals 
exclusively 
with the gay 
community. In 
addition to do- 


Back in the early 
1970s, the medical 
profession operated 


use of sexual 
orientation 
from prevent- 
ing homosexu- 
als from getting 


ing research F jobs or obtain- 

and publishing ona “don’t tell, get ee a doctoral 
oted ,. c icense. 

Books on ities license” basis ... Back in the 

lity ais early 1970s 

silderstel : the —_ medical 


Silverstein also 

holds office hours during which 
he offers individual, group or 
couples therapy. Despite his 
serious tone when discussing 
important social and scientific 
issues, he is generally a jolly 
man, somewhat reminiscent of 
Santa Claus, only minus 
the beard. 

In his talk, Dr. Silver- 
stein hit upon two major 
topics: the implications of 
the 1973 ruling and the fu- 
ture threats to the status 
of homosexuality. He ex- 
plained that in the petition- 
ing they had both short- 
and long-range goals. They 
wanted to stop therapists 
from treating homosexual- 
ity with drugs for mental 
illnesses, even if the patient 
asked for them. 


were the “gatekeepers for 
- moral beliefs” and went so 


At the time, psychiatrists Pp 


profession operated on a “don't 
tell, get license” basis, and any- 
body found to be gay would be 
stripped of their license due to its 
status as a mental illness. As the 
greater goal, which the psycholo- 
gists involved in petitioning were 
striving towards, was to “destroy 
the use of morality as a founda- 
tion for diagnostic illness.” They 
wanted to remove the notion 
that moral and legal boundaries 
had any place in the diagnostic 
world. 

Dr. Silverstein then segued 
into what he believes to be the 
next pressing threat to the gay 
community, a threat lurking 
within — scientific discoveries 
which most scientists are excited 
about. This is the process of pre- 
implantation genetic diagnosis. 
The process is, simply, when 
rior to invitro implantation the 
DNA of the fertilized ovum is 


tested to look for any genetic ab- 
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Hopkins, altogether boasting 873 
members. However, there are 
probably only a few hundred 
Hopkins affiliates and alumni 
blogging: members of one Hop- 
kins blogring are likely members 
of another, so membership counts 
can be deceiving. 

Regardless, with hundreds of 
us recounting our lives for the 
world, it’s a surprise that the in- 
ternet isn’t more riddled with ac- 
counts of CVP partying, Charles 
Market meals and design group 
projects gone hideously wrong. 
Most of the journals simply don’t 
give such specifics. 

Instead the entries are largely 
repostings of news stories or You- 
Tube clips, life summaries of a 
paragraph or two, or lines so ut- 
terly cryptic that they’ve descend- 
ed into meaninglessness. After the 
apparently requisite picture/TV. 
clip/news story link, the blood 
and guts of a blogger’s life is told 
in an absolute minimum of detail. 
For example, a member of the 
369-strong “Hopkins” blogring 
writes a short ode to her favorite 
Food Network show, ending the 
post with: “p.s. I officially had 
the worst night of all last night. 


#1, W-O-R-S-T, bad bad. *whew* 
p-p.s. Happy Easter!” 

Seeing how the posts in these 
journals are calculated to be as 
impersonally personal as pos- 
sible, the reason people write 
in blogs apparently isn’t for the 
therapeutic renewal of the pri- 
vate, brutally honest “dear di- 
ary” variety. 

Instead, they seem to blog 
in order to give a (semi)-public 
glimpse of private vulnerability: 
posting is an ostensibly “trivial” 
attempt at confession and absolu- 
tion, with the public taking the 
part of the priest. On the 121- 
member “Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity Class of 2007” blogring, 
a member posts, seemingly apro- 
pos of nothing: “Life never feels 
nearly as bad when you have 
people that care about you. And 
when the chips are down, it’s al- 
ways nice to look up and see who 
is around. Thank you for being 
there for me.” 

Who the blogger is thanking 
isn’t clear, nor why she’s thanking 
them. Her member name is an ob- 
vious pseudonym, and she doesn’t 
have a profile picture. But in that 
mask of technological anonymity, 


tesponse to a blog. 


MATT HANSEN/NEWS-LETTER 
she’s got the confidence to give a 
heartfelt thank-you, and others 
have the confidence to receive it. 

Blogs aren’t like MySpace 
profiles or Facebook pages: they 
aren't focused on the creation of 
groups of friends, and lascivious 
pictures aren’t the normal means 
of personal presentation. The so- 
cial connection is both there and 
not there, and that’s where raw 
emotion can be written of with- 
out explanation. That’s where 
cheesy videos and too-serious 
news stories can be posted. On 
a page no one paid for, under a 
false name and a generic picture, 
in a world where accountability 
is easily dodged and no face-to- 
face contact need be made, it’s 
easy to be the sweet, emotional 
person you are when no one’s 
looking, even as you give them 
a glimpse. 

Blogging is a safely semi- 
anonymous search for accep- 
tance. So isn’t it strange that on 
a campus that prides itself on 
dorky introversion, only a fifth 
of us — tops — are blogging? 
Are we too good at hiding our 
secrets, or do we not have any 
secrets to hide? 





Things I've learned with Prof. Shell-Wetss 


History Professor Melanie Shell-Weiss discusses race relations and Baltimore's immigrant past 


By MEAGAN MCELROY 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Growing up in Detroit, Pro- 
fessor Melanie Shell-Weiss was 
surrounded by the diversity she 


‘| would one day examine with 


students at Johns Hopkins. The 
courses she has created, such as 
“Making America: Immigration, 
Race, and Citizenship,” grew out 
of her interest in racial dynamics 
growing up in an urban environ- 
ment she describes as “having 
rather awkward race relations, to 
say the least.” 


“imagined, when! was eigh- 
teen years old, that I would be 
writing histories of Detroit. And 
then when I was in high school, 
my family moved across the 
state to a tiny little tourist town 
in western Michigan, which is as 
different from Detroit as a place 
you can imagine. It also was a 
place where, while it was very, 
very geographically beautiful, 
right on Lake Michigan, very 
small town, it also was a very, 
very white, very rigidly Chris- 
tian, Dutch Christian reformed 
place. And we were very much 
outsiders there. 

“So I think that also left a 
deep impression on me in terms 
of thinking about ethnic rela- 
tions and community relations. 
It certainly was something that 
made me think a lot about who I 
am and my family’s ethnic back- 
ground, and what made me dif- 
ferent from the people around 
me.” 


On the advice of a member 
of her dissertation committee, 
she has branched out from her 
Detroit roots in order to examine 
the social dynamics of race in 
other cities, on one of which she 
has written a book about entitled 
“They all came from someplace else”: 
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“J have a lot of family in Flor- 
ida, and | hate the cold, and I 
hate the winter, so any excuse to 
go somewhere nicer and warmer 
was very appealing! And rather 
than thinking about race rela- 
tions as about black vs. white, 
Miami is definitely a city that 
underscores the importance of 
the Latino experience, and real- 
ly how nuanced and complicat- 
ed American race relationships 


u” 


are. 


Baltimore is also a city with 
prominent cultural diversity, 
which many people don't realize 
is as extensive and established as 
that of a traditional immigrant 
city such as New York. Professor 
Shell-Weiss is working with the 
Baltimore Immigration Memori- 
al Foundation in order to change 
that perception, | 


o* 


historic immigration piers are 
no longer standing. And unless 


“One “example is that the | 
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_ LAURA BITNER/NEWS-LETTER 
Professor Melanie Shell-Weiss examines ethnic diversity and immigration in America. 


you talk to a historian or some- | 
one who’s researched this, most 
folks, including folks who grew 
up in Baltimore, have no idea 
these even existed or where they 
were, and that’s really troubling. 
For a long time Baltimore was, 
for a number of years in the late 
19th and early 20th century, the 
second- or third-largest port of 
entry after Ellis Island. 

“It’s a very interesting project 
to me both because it hits near to 
what I do from a scholarly stand- 
point, but also it’s provided a 
great opportunity to get groups 
of immigrants both old and new, 
as well as folks who are native- 
born talking to each other in 
their city. And actually compar- 
ing their histories, and noting 
their similarities and the differ- 
ences.” 


Shell-Weiss hopes that the kind 
of communication she’s advocat- 
ing both through her teaching. 
- ContiNuep ON Pace B4 
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Sheltering kids from porn: an exercise in futility 


Parental warning: Please do not 
read this article near a child, i.e., a 
person under the age of 23. His or 
lier little head may explode. 


In the last installment of “Blue 
Balls,” I talked about what it’s 
like to be exposed to porn when 
you're young. The basic tack of 
the article was that children in- 
evitably look at porn, so huzzah 
for a democratic Internet which 
offers them a multifarious, full- 
flavored cornucopia thereof. 

I’m sure that not all of my 
readers agreed with this posi- 
tion, but I did get one favorable 
response, on a political blog 
entitled “Peace, Love and Erica 
Campbell,” written by an adult 
film actress named Seksi. 

Seksi, who is to star in the 
upcoming film Strip at Pain, 
took my argument to support 
the theme of her blog post, the 
defeat of a recent plan to create 
an Internet “xxx” domain spe- 
cifically for pornography. 

Seksi advocates that parents, 
not the government or the cor- 
porations that control the Inter- 
net, are responsible for keeping 
their kids safe from porn. 

She writes: “In the end, it is 
up to parents to be parents, not 
technocrats who are intrusted 
with the care and feeding of 
the internet, not uptight Judeo- 
Christian lawmakers that want 
to legislate their own religious 
codes as law, not authoritarians 
that want to experiment with 
excessive political manipulation 
of the Department of Justice, 
and use ‘obscenity’ as a cover 
for their outrages.” 

Well put, Seksi. I’m not sure 
why you think that I’d side with 


you on this whole parents thing. 
As far as I'm con- 
cerned, the ques- 
tion of whether 
exposure to sex 
has a_ corrupt- 
ing effect on the 
minds of chil- 
dren is still up in 
the air. While I’m 
mulling over that 
one, two facts 
seem evident: 
one good, one R 
bad. 

One: porn 
stars read the 
News-Letter. Two: 
there are a lot of 
people in this 
country who 
think that some 
people are just too innocent to 
be exposed to human sexuality. 

You probably already knew 
that, but what you might not 
have know is that some of these 
no-naughty-words advocates 
are policymakers who work for 
the JHU Office of Residential 
Life. 

As of this moment, ResLife 
has censored a student poster 
advertising an upcoming play. 
When I heard this, I imagined 
the title must be Peter Weiss’ 
The Persecution and Assassination 
of Jean-Paul Marat as Performed 
Under the Inmates of the Asylum 
at Charenton Under the Direction 
of the Marquis de Sade. 

This made sense, because as 
far as I could see, the only rea- 
son that ResLife might reason- 
ably refuse to endorse a poster is 
that it would obscure an entire 
bulletin board’s worth of other 
advertising. But the play is Sex 





Krut-Landau 
Blue Balls 


a.k.a. Wieners and Boobs, which 
the Buttered 
Niblets are 
putting on in 
the Arellano 
Theatre this 
weekend. Re- 
sLife says the 
title is “crass.” 

Whuh? The 
poster is a 
string of eu- 
_ phemisms. 
QO] What will Re- 
sLife do when 
someone 
wants to stage 
Penetration 
a.k.a. Cocks and 
Tits? 

In a world 
before the In- 
ternet, a ban on print advertis- 
ing would probably have killed 
off the show. Thanks to Face- 
book, the effect of the censor- 
ship on the show will hopefully 
be paper thin. The Niblets have 
spent the better part of several 
months rehearsing Sex a.k.a. 
Wieners and Boobs, and having 
caught a snatch of the script, I 
can assure you it is knee-whip- 
ping funny. And as if this cam- 
pus’ record for protecting free 
speech wasn’t down the tubes 
enough. 

ResLife really shocks me; I 
truly couldn't believe that any 
center of education would stoop 
lower than John Jay High School 
in Westchester County, New 
York. At the school, the princi- 
pal recently suspended several 
girls for uttering a single word, 
which he deemed obscene, dur- 
ing the school’s production of 
Eve Ensler’s revolutionary doc- 





Giving voice to tricky topics for gays 


CONTINUED FROM Pace B3 
This is already being used, to 
some extent, to create babies de- 
void of genetic diseases, such as 
Huntington’s or sickle-cell ane- 
mia. While this may seem like a 
completely positive procedure, it 
does have many dangerous social 
implications, as Dr. Silverstein 
pointed out in his speech. 

In a study done at Johns Hop- 
kins in 2002, 28 percent of wom- 
en said they would abort a baby 
for “behavioral characteristics.” 
This includes things such as in- 
telligence or athleticism. Dr. Sil- 
verstein interpreted the data as 
including sexuality. He states 
that “people who believe sexual 
orientation is socially influenced 
are wrong ... maybe it’s not ge- 
netic, but it’s definitely biologi- 
cal. 









“Thus, the thought that sci- 
ence is getting closer and closer 
to possibly stamping out homo- 
sexuality is a frightening one 
in his eyes. He believes that at- 
tempting to cure disease through 
pre-implantation genetic diagno- 
sis may be a positive thing, but, 
as with all science, it has the po- 
tential for bad and is the “crack 
in the door” that may lead to 
more serious issues. He believes 
that “young mothers want what's 
best for their children: If you of- 
fer hope for that, they will pay for 
it 

Dr. Silverstein talked about 
the social implications of this 
procedure. For starters, insur- 
ance would most likely not cover 
it, and thus only the richer peo- 
ple in the country could afford 
it. This will lead to rich people 








Homosexuality was considered a mental disease until 1973, when adovactes, such 
as Dr. Silverstein himself, petitioned to get that APA classification removed. 
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with guaranteed disease-free 
heterosexual babies, whereas 
the others would not be able to 
afford such a thing, thus leading 
to further problems in social pol- 
icy. In addition, the procedure 
provides a threat to society as 
a whole, with scientists playing 
God and controlling the DNA 
of every potential baby to come 
into the world. 

Dr. Silverstein strongly urged 
the audience, and all people, 
to join with other groups who 
should be concerned about this 
issue. He pushed for the idea of 
a university-based program to 
start the dialogue, and strong 
publicity through local media, 
as well as panel discussions to 
bring other people into the bat- 
tle. 

“J don’t trust society to be 
ethical,” he said. “People have to 
get involved to create a standard 
for ethical diagnosis. We have to 
keep people from stamping out 
the gay community.” He urges 
the gay community, with some 
hesitance, to “stop worrying 
about marriage.” 

He recognizes that the most 
politically heated topic will 
provide the most coverage and 
results, and he believes that this 
is more important for the gay 
community and society as a 
whole than simply fighting for a 
name distinction. Currently, Dr. 
Silverstein’s largest problem is 
where to get his work published. 
“It’s not exactly research ... yet, 
it’s what some people might call 
‘hysteria about the future.” 

You can contact Dr. Charles 
Silverstein at: 

233 West 83rd Street 

New York, N.Y. 10024 

(212) 799-8574 

csilverstein@nyc.rr.com 


umentary play The Vagina Mono- 
logues. The word, you ask? 
“Vagina.” 


Okay, an intermezzo before | | 
tell you one more tale of ridicu- | 


lous censorship: A riddle for 
you. 


They number some 3 billion. | 


If you’re a Hopkins student, 
there’s a 55 percent chance that 
you've got one. Do you have 
one? I do. 

And Susan Patron, an Ameri- 
can children’s writer, describes 
the word for them as “delicious.” 
What is it? A restraining order? 
No, it’s a scrotum! 

Despite the ubiquity of the 
ball sack, parents, educators 


and librarians all over the coun- | 


try are up in arms about the ap- 
pearance of the word “scrotum” 
on the first page of Patron’s 2006 
book, The Higher Power of Lucky. 

Okay, I’ve had about enough 
of this rampant Puritanism. 
When we will learn? Sex is 


something just about everyone | 


enjoys. 

No one — 7-year-olds, high- 
schoolers and collegians alike 
— should be insulated from sex- 
ual knowledge or language. The 
high price we pay is allowing 
the future leaders of the world 
to languish in ignorance about 
their own sexuality. 





~~ Bonding over Bmore 
with Prof. Shell-Weiss 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE B3 
career and community service 


| will help to alleviate racial ten- 


| | at a 


| Massachusetts, 





sions in the United States, Balti- 
more and even the Hopkins com- 


munity. 


“There was a big raid here in 
Baltimore just recently, where 


| 69 people were arrested, both 


temporary employment 
agency and at UnderArmour. 
Here’s a case where, under the 


| auspices of national security 1S- 


MATT HANSEN/NEWS-LETTER | 


sues, ICE justifies going in and 
arresting a huge number of peo- 
ple, whose children are then left 
at the public elementary schools 
with no one to pick them up af- 
terwards. 

This recently happened in 
this has hap- 
pened in Connecticut; there seem 
to be more and more of these 
raids. It’s important to note the 
incredible burden that children 
and women, in particular, end 
up bearing in this. In the cases in 
Connecticut and Massachussets 
where this has happened, there 
are huge numbers of children 
who are now being treated for 
post-traumatic stress disorder. 
So, what’s the bigger cost on the 
American system? Wouldn't it be 
better to provide education, to 
provide basic health care, to ad- 
dress baseline human rights and 
human needs? That to me seems 
like the thing that we as a demo- 
cratic nation should be doing. 


“I think we do have a lot of 
issues on this campus with be- 


| ing very isolated from the city 


around us. And students are not 
the only ones who feel this way. 
There are many faculty who are 
intimidated by the neighbor- 
hood around the University or 
have this idea that it’s not safe. 
Students are told this sometimes 
before they come; they’re told 
this by other students. Also, be- 
cause the public transportation 


| system in this city is limited, un- 


less you have a car, it can be dif- 
ficult to really get into the city.” 


APRIL 12, 2097 






But what Professor Shel]. 
Weiss focuses on emphasizing jg 
the success of existing contacts 
between the Hopkins commy. 
nity and the city that houses it, 
and what you can do to break the 
trend. 


“J remain really imprésseq 
with the number of tutoring pro. 
grams, the Baltimore Scholars 
program is really first-rate. The 
Institute for Global Studies has 
been doing all kinds of great stuff 
for a long time. I think Africana 
Studies is making a really re. 
newed push to do a whole range 
of really, really cool projects to 
support Baltimore history and 
also to be engaged in the com- 
munity. 

The Black Faculty and Student 
Association, The Black Faculty 
and Staff Association, both orga- 
nizations have worked extensive- 
ly with the city for a long time, 
there are strong community ties 
there. I think having a framework 
for starting to do this work helps, 
and I think it’s good for new stu- 
dents on campus who are trying 
to get to know Baltimore, with 
the limits of transportation and 
everything else. Whether you're 
a Writing Sems or any other va- 
riety of majors, there are these 
pockets of good connections. 


“J think one shortcoming on 
our campus is that we tend to just 
not talk to each other enough. | 
think there’s not necessarily a lot 
of knowledge about what folks 
are doing other places, everybody 
kind of puts their head down and 
works on their stuff. All it is, is 
that personal connection, talking 
to someone in the hallway, hav- 
ing coffee with somebody, talking 
with one of your classmates, hear- 
ing about what they're doing.” 


Next semester, Professor Mela- 
nie Shell-Weiss will be teaching her 
“Making America” course as well 
as “Comparative Freedom Struggles: 
The U.S. Civil Rights and South Af- 
rican Anti-Apartheid Movements.” 
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the johns hopkins alumni association 
invites the class of 2007 


A Hopkins Tradition 


Sunday, April 22, 2007 
5:30-8:00 p.m. 


ralph s. o'connor recreation center 


the alumni association hosts 
the class of 2007's last official gathering 
before graduation 


beer ¢ wine « all-you-can-eat buffet « dj 


admittance by invitation only 


It all begins with you. 


The Johns Hopkins University 


Alumni Association 


www.alumni.jhu.edu 
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| HEATHER BARBAKOFF/NEWS-LETTER 
~ STEPHANIE CoGEN- 


Hometown: 
Rexford, N.Y. 
Major: Spanish and Public 
Health 

Year: Freshman 


She says she’s a simple gal and 
| not too high maintenance. Her 
| hair is brownish-reddish-blond- 
| ish, her eyes maybe bluish-green- 
| ish; apparently she’s also not 
afraid to laugh at herself, conced- 
| ing that when it comes to filling 
out questionnaires exalting her 
awesomeness, the modest girl 
| proclaims, “I’m so bad at this!” 

This self-titled Band Geek is al- 








IT AT POPKIMS 
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Ways laughing, joking and wooing 
the new friends she makes through 
her participation in the Wind En- 
semble, Jazz Ensemble, Pep Band 
(oh my!) and DSAGA with her 
bubbly personality. She’s also a 
fabulous listener and is in training 
to be a part of APTT ( A Place to 
Talk), when she is not helping the 
community one delicious dish at a 
time through Cooking 4 Love. 
The grammarian hates it when 
people don’t use the subjunctive 
tense correctly, even more when 
they neglect to do so at all, so 
when she cracks her really bad 
jokes, don’t expect her to make the 
mistake herself. And though you 
might think her jokes are lame, 
she insists she’s actually hilarious, 
So stop with the condescending at- 
titude. It’s a major turn-off, even 
if it is determined that you truly 
have a right to have one. If you’re 
out with Stephanie and she hears 
“Baba O'Riley” by The Who she’s 
likely to dance, balling her hand 
into a fist-microphone so she can 
sing. She'll try to stop the fist thing 
though, but it keeps on coming 
back. It’s one of those preciously 


weird quirks. 

It’s time to let Hopkins know 
the nitty gritty about this lovely 
soon-to-be sister of Delta Xi Phi. 
She wants someone who will 
laugh at her jokes. We'll laugh 
with you, sweetheart! Speak- 
ing of sweethearts, Stephanie's 
better be sweet smelling, as | 
well as taller than her height of 
5’ 6”. He must also be willing 
to put up with her constantly 
“making a fool” of herself (de- 
batable if that’s possible) or be 
someone who is willing to join 
with her on the fun (much more 
possible). The sweet date of her 
dreams “would probably in- 
volve bowling and ice cream 
in some combination,” and it 
would take only about 3 min- 
utes and 48 seconds (special 
cases 4 minutes) before she’d 
be ready to try to roll her guy 
a strike. 

Feel free to encounter this 
cutie-pie in the library, as she’s 
single and waiting to try out 
her use of “I wish I were your | 
second derivative so I could ex- 
plore your concavities.” 





fe 


Spring Fair! Spring Fling! Find someone cute and 
nominate them for Hot at Hopkins by e-mailing jhufeatures@hotmail.com 





Adar has something on his 
mind. Sure, this six-foot Buttered 
| Niblet tries passing off his entire 
Hot at Hopkins questionnaire as 
a shameless plug for the play Sex 
a.k.a. Wieners and Boobs, which 
he undoubtedly has some sort of 
stake in, but there’s something 
else at work with him. 

This political science major, 
wieners and boobs double mi- 
nor, when not performing with 
the Buttered Niblets, writing 
plays for Witness Theatre or co- 
hosting a show on WJHU can be 
found procrastinating. What's 
on his mind that’s keeping him 
from making progress? What's 
causing him to neglect his work 
and instead stare off into space? 

Quite simply, it is sex. Adar’s 
ideal date starts with Italian 
food (notoriously the most erotic 
of the world’s cuisines) followed 


by a performance of the play Sex 
a.k.a, Wieners and Boobs, being put 
on this Friday and Saturday at 8:30 
p-m. in Arellano Theater, eventual- 
ly culminating in, you guessed it, 
sex, though, at times, the sex may 
be concurrent. When asked how 
soon after the first date he would 
try to score, Adar gives an incred- 
ulous look and asks, “After?” 

Friday and Saturday? That's a 
very limited window of opportu- 
nity for this ideal date. To be his 
special lady, you should probably 
hit him up fast. 

When asked about his most 
romantic experience, Adar re- 
counts a lengthy anecdote about 
having once taken a girlfriend 
to a John Mayer concert and af- 
ter the show, in a hormone-in- 
duced machismo rage, assaulting 
the drunken concert-goer who'd 
tried speaking to her. Apparently 

















SHIV GANDHI/NEWS-LETTER 


-ADAR EISENBRUCH- 
Hometown: 
New York City 
Major: Political Science 
Year: Junior 


the drunk had made some pass 
at her, a pickup line involving 
his wiener ... and her boobs. 
So is it any surprise Adar is | 
single? No. 
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COURTESY OF HTTP://(WWW.ZANDLGROUP.COM 


As companies try to hang on the cusp of the latest trend, more are looking to specialized teams to help them find the hippest thing. 


Finding cool ts just a glance away 


CONTINUED FROM Pace B3 
purchased by Disney, General 
Motors and Coca-Cola, to name a 
few power-players. 

These major conglomerates 
send these reports to their busi- 
ness analysts and marketing and 
production teams to aid compa- 
ny officials in determining what 
moves to make next. 

The use of trend-forecasting 
companies has become so popular 
in recent years that major compa- 
nies themselves, like Coca-Cola, 
have created in-house “cool hunt- 
ing” divisions to garner informa- 
tion about what's hip and what's 
not. The goal, of course, is to pre- 
dict an upcoming trend before it 
reaches the mainstream popula- 
tion; if the trend has already been 
embraced by the masses, then its 
shelf life has elapsed. 

To do the job of prediction- 
before-proliferation, companies 
once again look to those innately 
ahead of their time — most com- 
monly a city-dwelling, teenage 
demographic. Both major con- 


glomerates and_ trend-spotting 
agencies themselves will recruit 
14- to 18-year-olds for interviews 
about what these young-adults 
are currently consuming. 

In some cases, companies 
might even give the teens a couple 
hundred dollars, sending them 
to the streets to 





lation — especially teens and 
young adults — tire of product 
offerings at an increasingly rapid 
rate, the trend-spotting indus- 

tries have been able to thrive. 
Moreover, with the rise of 
the Internet and the plethora of 
sites devoted to fashion and life- 
style interests, 





buy what they 
think is “cool.” 
From these pur- 


The next trend is 


trend-spotting 
has expanded 
an even greater 


chased items, always rearing its deal. Now any- 
further trend A Ea ic one can visit 
forecasting can elusive head; Its just Web pages like 
be made. a matter of being the http://TheSar- 

This Serecenties : torialist.com or 
emphasis on pre- first to see it. evenhttp://Style. 
dicting trends com to read up 
before _ they’re on the latest 


trends should come as no surprise. 
With the competitive environment 
of our current economy, companies 
must ensure that they are always 
one step ahead of rivals, churning 
out the next must-have product 
while the current one is just now 
reaching its apex. 

And because today’s popu- 


covetable crazes. 

But don’t expect to see com- 
panies like Zandl’s phasing out 
anytime soon. In a developed na- 
tion populated with consumers 
who have disposable income, the 
next trend is always rearing its 
elusive head; it’s just a matter of 
being the first to see it. 








Attention 
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Hopkins Summer 


June 4-22, 2007 / Homewood Campus 





Led by Russ Smith (JHU '77), founder of Baltimore City Paper, Washington City Paper and New York Press. 


Featuring guest speakers from The Baltimore Sun, 


Includes discussio 


Institute 


The Financial Times, The New York Times Magazine, The New York Observer, The New Republic and The Philadelphia Inquirer. 


and dishonest embellishment, and the future of print publications. 


Apply http://orchid.hosts.jhmi.edu/ summer/courses/220.346.doc 


Deadline extended to April 16—don’t delay! 


n and debates on topics such as media personalities, political bias in news stories, ethics in reporting, the fine line between creativity in feature writing 
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COURTESY OF HTTP;/IMG2.STERN.DE 
Trent Reznor, the mastermind of Nine Inch Nails, has long been on the forefront of experimental music and now marketing. 


Trends to watch: Viral Marketing 


By ERIC CHUNG 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Nine Inch Nails fans have 
been rejoicing all over the world 
since April 4 when Trent Reznor’s 
new album Year Zero was re- 
leased. Though streaming only, 
it finally quenched the many 
months of anticipation and hype 
from Reznor’s underground viral 
marketing scheme. 

Viral marketing takes ad- 
vantage of pre-existing social 
networks to increase brand 
awareness or educate about new 
products. In NIN‘s case, the hype 
was almost purely fan driven. 
The first glimpse of Year Zero was 
found on February 12, 2007. At 
one of NIN’s live concerts, t-shirts 
that were being sold carried a 
hidden message. On the shirts, 
text reading “I am trying to be- 
lieve,” was highlighted. Going to 
http://www.iamtrying tobelieve.com 
led to a cryptic Web site depict- 
ing a post-apocalyptic and dys- 
topian future. Experts call these 
kinds of Web sites Alternate Re- 
ality Games where players solve 
puzzles and follow a paper trail 
to find answers to questions 
that these Web sites create. Even 
seemingly random numbers 
on the shirts were actual phone 
numbers that, when dialed, con- 
tained more strange messages or 
clips of music from Year Zero. 

Also on February 12, at the 
same concert where t-shirts were 
being sold, a USB flash drive was 
supposedly found by a fan in 
a bathroom stall. On the flash 
drive was a song from the Year 
Zero album. Like the t-shirt/Web 
site items, there were more USB 
drives at other live venues 

As college students, this kind 
of marketing strategy seems like 
the best way to create a positive 
buzz. However, this caused all 
kinds of problems for RIAA and 


Universal Music executives. It’s 
questionable to how much com- 
munication was done between 
music watchdogs and Reznor’s 
marketing minions, which 
points out many weaknesses 
in this kind of strategy. Several 
people received cease and desist 
letters from law firms on behalf 
of Universal. Eventually things 
were cleared up, but not without 
mixed emotions. Some fans felt 
betrayed while some saw this as 
Reznor’s big middle finger to the 
RIAA. 

The new album, to be officially 
released on April 17, is “Highly 
conceptual. Quite noisy. Fucking 
cool,” according to Reznor on 
his official Web site. NIN’s 2005 
album With Teeth was written 
after Reznor won his battle 
against alcohol and drug abuse. 
Some have called it magnificent 
as it has more form compared to 
NIN’s dual CD “sound-scape” 
1999 release, The Fragile, while 
others criticized it for being 
unoriginal. Those on both sides 
of the argument will be surely 
amazed by the change that is 
exhibited in Year Zero. 

It is important to understand 
the concept behind Year Zero to 
fully appreciate the album. The 
alternate reality Web sites, leaked 
tracks and other promotional 
materials have hinted at ideas 
attacking the negative trends in 
the U.S. government, pop culture 


and even the environment. Ac- | 


cording to Reznor, the idea be- 
hind the album stemmed from 
noise experimentation on his 
laptop and a daydream about the 
end of the world. He dreamed 
that the future will be dire to the 
point that the government, due 
to terrorist attacks, will exercise 
complete political and religious 
control over the nation. Obvi- 
ously with extreme control, there 
will also be extreme resistance, 





Book Review 


Jane Smiley 

Ten Days in the 
Hills 

Knopf 

Feb. 13, 2007 
464 pages 


By SASHA ROUSSEAU 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


POW! BANG! You know how 
right before the opening credits in 
most Hollywood movies, there's 
a huge explosion, or someone 
getting thrown from a sheer rock 
face or maybe people having sex? 

You know how sometimes 
that first shocker really makes 
the movie, because after that, you 
can’t help but tense yourself for 
that next surge of adrenaline? 

Well, Jane Smiley’s Ten Days in 
the Hills is all about movies, or at 
least the people who make them. 
But in her Hollywood, there 
aren't nearly as many explosions. 
Or nearly as many mysterious 
murders. Or even much glamour 
at all. 

Smiley doesn’t even bother to 
open with movie-style pizzazz. 
Instead, she starts off with the 


most tranquil image possible: 
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“Max was still sleeping, neatly, 
as always, his head framed by the 
sunny white of his rectangular 
pillow, his eyelids smooth over 
the orbs of his eyes, his lips pale 


and soft, his bare shoulders 
square on the bed.” 

Max, a middlebrow direc- 
tor, lies oblivious in his home in 
the Hollywood Hills on the first 
morning of Operation Shock and 
Awe. That rest is his last bit of 
privacy for a while: the director's 
relatives and friends soon de- 
scend upon his home, and the en- 
tire group holes up together for 
the next ten (long) days. 

Max is 58, and he hasn't 
directed a project in four years. 
His current girlfriend, Elena, is 

CONTINUED ON PAGE B7 








which also plays an important 
role in Reznor’s socio-political al- 
legory. 

Year Zero provides a collage 
of sounds and carefully written 
lyrics to express these ideas. The 
track “Capitol G” refers to God 
and _religious/political control 


Girl Talk’s high energy is contagious 


By RAPHAEL 
KRUT-LANDAU 
TheJohns f lopkins News-Letter 


Sometimes, music critics will 
try to find something that dis- 
tinguishes their subject from 
everyone else. A standard way 
to do this is to say something 
dispiriting and cynical about the 
state of music today, and then to 
claim that some artist is a shock 
of fresh air, a mold-breaker, a 
courageous innovator. Like a 
spiritual revival when the rev- 
erend arrives drunk, the prais- 
ing can easily get out of hand. 
A harbinger of deliverance for 


the forsaken music industry. The 


last true bastion of authenticity 
in a world gone mad. 
Some might say that uncritical 


| praise is unbecoming of a critic. If 


you have skepticism for this kind 
of unfettered kudos, start tensing 


| that upper lip. DJ Girl Talk from 


Pittsburgh, Pa. burst the very 
cosmos at its seams from the Ot- 
tobar last Friday night, emanat- 
ing a fizzing, heaving firework of 
funking, hopping mesmerizing 
beats. Collide that fact with the 
controversial political statement 


| his music and his show collec- 


while tracks like “Survivalism” | 
talk about government censor- | 


ship and rebellion. However, not 
everyone will enjoy the some- 
times harsh and clashing noises 
that are characteristic of NIN, 
but the ideas that are addressed 


in this album deserve recogni- | 


tion. Year Zero is ambitious and 
demands more attention com- 
pared to the market saturating 
pop ambivalence. Trent Reznor is 
probably the only artist who can 
successfully bring such topics to 
the surface, past the heavy gates 
of pop culture and the mass me- 
dia. 

Previous albums have dealt 
with Reznor’s personal problems 


while Year Zero takes on a whole | 


new perspective, both in sound 
and lyrics. The entire album suc- 
cessfully recreates Reznor’s dys- 
functional future in the listeners’ 
minds. Most of the time it sounds 
and feels scary, but delicately 
laced in the overshadowing 
darkness is hope and the spirit to 
fight. Year Zero pushes Nine Inch 
Nails to a new level. 


| by day is Gregg Gil- 


| lis, 


| sic — mash-up, also 





tively represent, and you have a 
messiah. 

Girl Talk, a DJ and electronic 
music producer who 


a recent BME 
grad (Case Western 
‘06), is at the fore- 
front of a_ legally 
endangered genre 
of electronic mu- 


known as_ bastard 
pop, in which artists 
create new songs 
by recombining the 
work of other musi- 
cians. 

Girl Talk makes 
mash-up music the 
way the Romanian 
dada poet Tristan 
Tzara wrote verse: 
chopping up other’s 
people’s work into 
little pieces and rear- 
ranging it. Tzara re- 
mixed Shakespeare; 
Girl Talk stews to- 
gether morsels of 
tracks from just 
about every pop mu- 





sic category — hip hop, intelligent 
dance, trance, R&B and classic 
rock — into a mesmerizing con- 
coction that drove the 200-some- 
thing denizens of the Ottobar 
into a frenzy. 

If that poetic allusion isn’t 
moving you, perhaps you could 
think of Girl Talk’s music as 
resembling an ambitious the- 
atrical experiment, similar to 
Tom Stoppard’s 1976 Travesties, 
which imagines what would 
have happened if Tzara, Lenin 
and James Joyce met in Zurich in 
1916. Girl Talk creates a dialogue 
in music among famous and 
familiar characters, like Nelly, 
Kansas and LCD Soundsystem. 
Each interwoven melody is more 
than just music; it evokes a rich 
set of memories, transporting us 
to other clubs, basements and 
pool halls where we've heard the 
melody played. Girl Talk is like 
an interesting dream, dappling 
together snippets of familiar 
scenes in a way that somehow 
all makes sense. And is fun to 
dance to. 

It’s not surprising that record 


companies are up in arms about 
this kind of sampling. On the 
surface, it appears that Girl Talk 
and his ilk are not creating any- 
thing new; they’re just stealing 
the copyrighted material of other 
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The innovative music producer Greg Gillis is the brain behind the daring mash-ups of Girl Talk. 


musicians to make a buck. 

In this legal battle, Girl Talk 
has emerged as something of a 
poster child for the creative po- 
tential of mash-up music. His 
music Last month, mention of 
Girl Talk was even made in Con. 
gress. House Democrat Mike 
Doyle brought up the topic of his 
fellow Pittsburghian at a hearin 
entitled “The Future of Radio,” 
Before the House subcommittee 
on Telecommunications and the 
Internet, many of whom prob- 
ably couldn’t even spell AC/DC, 
Doyle argued that “mash-ups are 
a transformative new art that ex- 
pands the consumer's experience 
and doesn’t compete with what 
an artist has made available [for 
purchase].” 

Mash-up has a parodical edge, 
revealing the tendency of modern 
music to recycle musical tropes 
unadventurously. San Francisco 
DJ Party Ben, a jack of the mash- 
up exposé, juxtaposes different 
pop songs to reveal embarrass- 
ingly similar music styles among 
disparate artists. For example, 
“Boulevard of Broken Songs’, 
a remix of songs by Green Day, 
Oasis, Travis and Eminem, re- 
veals that the artists all used the 
same chords and rhythm in some 
of their major hits. You might 

CONTINUED ON PAGE B8 








Grindhouse pays homage to B-movie double features 


By WILLIAM PARSCHALK 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Grindhouse, directors Robert 
Rodriguez and Quentin Taranti- 
no’s homage to B-movie double- 
features, may be around the three- 
hour mark, but it’s probably the 
craziest and most fun three hours 
you could get for your money. You 
are, after all, paying to watch two 
movies for the price of one, and 
not just mundane dramas, but 
rather the over-saturated, near- 
masturbatory zaniness of two of 
mainstream Hollywood’s more 
ambitious directors. 

First off, one of the elements 
that makes Grindhouse so much 
damn fun to watch is just how 
hard the duo has pushed to rec- 
reate the look and the feel of the 
old grindhouse double-features 
of the sixties, seventies and eight- 
ies. This means replicating the ap- 
pearance of worn-out film, having 
scenes missing and creating the 
impression that the projector is 
going in and out of focus. Prior to 
the first feature and in-between 


the two films is a hilarious set of 
fake B-movie trailers, directed by 
Rodriguez, Rob Zombie and Eli 
Roth. Also thrown in are bunches 
of other on-screen goodies which 
are better seen rather than de- 
scribed here. 

Featured first is Rodriguez's 
Planet Terror, an absolutely 
riot-filled nod to low-budget, 
tough-guy zombie movies. Rose 
McGowan plays Cherry, a go-go 
dancer looking to get out of the 
business. Unfortunately just as 
she’s quitting her job, across town 
Naveen Andrews and Bruce Willis 
are unleashing a storm of the 
living-dead, ready to wreck havoc. 
Marley Shelton plays Dr. Dakota 
Block, a woman who is trying to 
escape the violent clutches of her 
husband Dr. William Block, played 
by the ever-so-sinister Josh Brolin. 
Shelton is trying to run away with 
her lesbian lover, but of course her 
plans are foiled once all sorts of 
zombie cases start rolling into the 
hospital where she works. Freddy 
Rodriguez plays Wray, the hero of 
the film, who bands together the 





at 


COURTESY OF HTTP;//WWW.ALLMOVIEPHOTO.COM 
Rose McGowan as Cherry in “Planet Terror” shoots her leg off at the enemies. 


Pe te ee eee 





survivors once the undead start 
tearing everything to pieces, and 
from there the movie has a pretty 
straightforward goal — crazy and 
awesome kill scenes. 

The gore and the sheer lunacy 
of this film are its strongest quali- 
ties. When McGowan’ leg is bit- 
ten off by zombies, it’s eventu- 
ally replaced with a high-power 
machine gun/grenade launcher 
combo, and that definitely makes 
for some of the most amazing 
and best action 
sequences in 
the history of 
killer action se- 


revenge movies of the seventies, 
such as Vanishing Point. In fact, if 
you don’t get that it’s paying re- 
spect to Vanishing Point, don’t wor- 
ry, because Tarantino hammers 
this into your head over and over 
again. Death Proof has some fan- 
tastic scenes and_ performances, 
but a good amount of the movie 
is weighed down by Tarantino's 
overuse of his own techniques, 
such as long scenes of primarily- 
irrelevant dialogue, and constant 
references to his 
inspirations. 
All of that 
negative stuff 





quences. There 
is anod to Lucio 
Fulci’s Zombie 
via an incredi- 
ble eye-gouging 


from every di- 
rection in this film. Look for a 
particularly gruesome cameo by 
Tarantino. 

Of the two films, Planet Terror 
is the most mindless to watch, 
and does a fantastic job win- 
ning over those with short at- 
tention spans. Rodriguez does a 
stupendous job paying homage 
to this genre of B-movie film, 
better than Tarantino does with 
his film. Rodriguez’s movie feels 
like a Rodriguez film, but it also 
definitely feels like a B-movie 
film, and that’s exactly what he 
wants to recreate. Tarantino’s 
Death Proof on the other hand 
feels perhaps too much like a 
Tarantino film, which in the end 
is one of its drawbacks. Planet 
Terror is completely silly and in- 
credibly fun to watch, and if you 
don’t enjoy this one, then you're 
better off leaving before Death 
Proof starts rolling. — 

Death Proof is partly a tribute 
to all the great muscle-car and 


Starring: Rose McGowan, 
Josh Brolin, Marley Shelton 


Director: Robert Rodriguez, 
oe: Quentin Tarantino 
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aside, though, 

this movie is 

just as fun as 

Planet Terror if 

you can stick it 

out to the last 
half. This is 
where Taranti- 
no gives direct 
honor to all the 
stuntmen and 
stuntwomen of the world by 
featuring stuntwoman Zoé Beil 
as one of the leads, performing 
all her stunts without all that 
“CGI crap,” to quote characters 
from the film. Bell’s stunts steal 
the show, and make Planet Ter- 
ror more than just good. The 
suspense climbs at an incredible 
rate in the second half, and most 
of that is propelled forward by 
the fact that Bell is actually per- 
forming all of her death-defying 
stunts. 

Kurt Russell is also brilliant 
as Stuntman Mike, the homicidal 
stalker who kills women by 
running them over with his car. 
For a film that also tries to display 
the strength of bad-ass Pam Grier- 
type women, Tarantino really lets 
Russell steal this movie. Russell's 
performance and Bell’s stunts 
together carry this movie beyond 
the mundane to the excellent, 
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The struggle for identit 


By REBECCA MESSNER 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Rich with vibrant contrasts, 
The Namesake for once doesn’t 
leave you wishing you had read 
the book first. It’s a true testa- 
ment to a movie's fluency when 
you find yourself recognizing its 
faults, accepting them and allow- 
ing them to pass so that you can 
get back to the movie itself. 

This is precisely the experi- 
ence I had with The Namesake, the 
new movie by Fox Searchlight 
pictures, directed by Indian-born 
Mira Nair and based on the novel 
of the same name. Enchanting 
and unobtrusively complex, The 
Namesake is the story of a Bengali 
couple from Calcutta. — gentle 
and intelligent Ashoke (Irfan 
Kahn) and beautiful and quietly 
perceptive Ashima (Tabu) — who 
move to New York in 1977 to raise 
a family with the promise of the 
American Dream. The result, 
one not uncommon in the inter- 
national landscape of modern 
storytelling, is one of conflicted 
identities and cultural and famil- 
ial conflict. 

In a mysterious and haunting 
opening scene, Ashoke, then a 
young university student, rides 
on a crowded and sweaty train 
at night. The book he’s read- 
ing — plays by Russian writer 
Nikhil Gogol — sparks the in- 
terest of a nearby old man, who 
speaks of England with stars in 
his eyes. “Pack a pillow and a 
blanket and see the world,” he 
tells Ashoke. The train crashes 
in a dark screeching sequence of 
screams and flashes of faces. 

The development of Ashoke 
and Ashima’s relationship fol- 
lows, which begins, like many 
Indian marriages, with a formal 
meeting orchestrated by the cou- 
ple’s parents. Ashima’s first intro- 
duction to Ashoke occurs before 
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she lays eyes on 
him —in her foy- 
er when she sees 
his shoes. “Made 
in the USA 
their insides pro- 
claim as evidence 
of Ashoke’s time 
spent in the U.S. 
studying fiberop- 
tics. 

The quiet voic- 
es of her parents 
come in from the 
other room as she 
slips her feet into 
his shoes, taking 
a few awkwardly 
deliberate steps 
before entering. 

Their rela- 
tionship was 
surprising (in a 
good way), con- 
sidering the for- 
mality of their 
entrance into it. 
“Arranged marriage” generally 
conjures images of unhappy 
partners and greedy families 
— but Ashoke and Ashima are 
portrayed as quite the oppo- 


Kal Penn, of Harald and Kumar, and the cast of 


and acclimate to such a different 
culture (by eating Rice Krispies 
with curry and peanuts and no 
milk, for instance). 

The second half of the story 
shifts the focus to Gogol, the cou- 
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Rating: PG-13 


mutual respect 
and _ devotion, 
the absence of 
which would 
have made their 
move all the more taxing. 

In The Namesake America is 
both the land of opportunity 
and loneliness, which is por- 
trayed, especially initially, as 
the polar opposite of Calcutta 
— a world of incredible color 
and masses of peo- 
ple, happy disorder, 
noise and _bright- 
ness. India is a land 
of strong family ties 
and tradition — the 
couple’s wedding 
is a beautiful and 
joyous affair, and 
their families wave 
goodbye together 
from the airport as 
an emotional unit, 
a colorful whole. 
New York in the 
winter proves iso- 
lating and _ dirty, 
despite the wonder 
of its 24-hour gas 
stoves and educa- 
tional promise. 

Mira Nair binds 
these two worlds to- 
gether expertly, cut- 
ting from one corner 
of the world to the 
other, accentuat- 
ing Ashima’s quiet 
struggle to overcome 
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her homesickness 
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honest and en- 


dearing (and 
decidedly un- 
Harold and Ku- 
marian) per- 
formance. His 


struggle to accept and understand 
his heritage despite his American 
upbringing is approaching the 
commonplace, but Penn’s honest 
execution can liken it more to'the 
situation of any given internation- 
al friend of yours than a modern 
American cliché. 

Gogol goes from a pot-smok- 
ing high school genius to an ea- 
ger Yale student to New York 
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The Namesake get back to their roots in Calcutta. 


architect in quick, but fluid suc- | 
cession, still never quite figuring | 


out how much of him wants to be 
Indian and how much wants to 
be modern American. 

His love life begins to take 
shape, as we grow eager to see 
him find a companionship as 


dear as his parents’, but his free- | 


dom of choice seems to get the 


best of him, as he goes from one | 


extreme to the other (self-ab- 
sorbed liberal WASP to Bengali 
Parisian sexpot), finding sub- 
stance in neither. 

The two girlfriends in fact 
proved to possess the least sub- 
stance of all the film’s characters 
— perhaps, though, due to the 
simple fact that they were out- 
siders, trying to pull Gogol away 
from his fundamental familial 
values. 

This leads us to the heart- 
strings of The Namesake. Family 
today in America is becoming 
more and more about holidays 
and memories than the kind of 
close unit portrayed by Nair’s 
film. This closeness is what Go- 
gol finds, goes home to and ulti- 
mately appreciates. 





Smiley captures the magic 
oi llollywood in Ten Days — 
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an_ obsessive-compulsive who 
writes how-to books for the 
hysterical housewife set. His 
daughter, Isabel, is a 23-year-old 
know-it-all, who’s been sleeping 
with his agent, Stoney, since she 
was 15. Her mother, Max’s ex- 
wife Zoe, is a movie star who's 
wasting her sparkle on Paul, a 
moocher guru with a moun- 
tain-man beard. Zoe’s mother, 
the hyper-controlled Delphine, 
doesn’t even have to leave home 
to thrust herself into Max's life: 
she still lives in his guesthouse, 
busy conducting a close friend- 
ship/long-term lesbian love affair 
with their neighbor Cassie. Even 
Max’s childhood friend Charlie, a 
blowhard from 
Jersey, has come 
to stay. The 
only lightheart- 
ed of the bunch 
is Elena’s son 
Simon. He’s in 
town to play a 
penis in a lo- 
cal filmmaker’s 
porno-comedy 
production, and 
of course his tense mother wants 
him out of the house. 

The crowd spends its time 
cooking vegetarian meals, watch- 
ing old movies, coupling, and 
talking endlessly about the war. 
The book recounts ten consecu- 
tive days from March 24 to April 
2, 2003. During the first seven 
days, the crew stays at Max's, but 
for the last three, they head to the 
gothic palace of a rich Russian in- 
tent on wooing Max into direct- 
ing a period piece. 

Ten Days in the Hills relies more 
heavily on characterization than 
it does on plot, recounting the or- 
dinary lives of ordinary people 
who live in an_ extraordinary 
place. Smiley’s focus on the mun- 
dane details of life in a place ded- 
icated to an ephemeral art helps 
convey her theme: the ephemeral 
nature of life in general. 

Characters repeatedly com- 
plain about the ways in which 
thoughts vanish into the ether 
or entire ways of being become 
dated. They search fruitlessly for 
immortality. 

But after a while, their fruitless 
search starts to drag a little. May- 





That’s what makes 

all art necessary: the 
escape that it provides 
from the complex and 
banal everyday world. 


be they could forget about their 
existential angst if they suffered 
from any really timeless human 
problem: want, fear, whatever. 
The characters in this book are 
so self-righteous, spoiled and dry 
that their philosophizing comes 
off more as self-indulgent navel 
gazing than it does a Dostoevski- 
an journey of the soul. 

That’s not to say, however, that 
Dostoevesky is entirely out of 
Smiley’s league. Her writing is 
terrific: clean, clear and nuanced. 
She lays out a concrete world and 
imperceptibly guides the reader 
toward certain conclusions. Smi- 
ley’s unaffected style allows her 
words to sink away until all that’s 
left is the version of life that she’s 
created. But the 
world that’s left 
is distasteful. 
The people are 
self-righteous 
snobs. And the 
things they do 
are boring. 

The fun part 
of Hollywood 
is that every- 
thing is made 
over larger than life: the explo- 
sions! the desires! the mysteries! 
But Smiley knocks Hollywood 
down to size. All we're left with 
are a bunch of vegetarians talk- 
ing about old news. It’s like she’s 
making us look at the Hollywood 
sign from behind. Smiley’s argu- 
ment is persuasive: there is no 
glamour in life like there is on 
the silver screen. The loves aren't 
as deep, the meanings aren't as 
clear, things don’t happen like 
they do in the movies. But that’s 
what makes the movies neces- 
sary. That's what makes all art 
necessary: the escape that it pro- 
vides from the complex and ba- 
nal everyday world. And that’s 
why the best part of Smiley’s 
book is when the crew heads to 
the Russian castle on the cliff: at 
least there, there’s little bit of in- 
trigue, at least there, Smiley isn’t 
quite so faithful to reality. 

In Ten Days in the Hills, a steady 
professional hand guides the 
reader into what may be interest- 
ing sociological and philosophi- 
cal forays. But it’s not a book for 
moviegoers. It’s not a book for 
real Hollywood types. 
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1 Kings of Leon 


Because of the 
Times 


RCA 


April 03, 2007 


If you're looking for the old 
Kings of Leon, they won't be 


| found on their new album Be- 


cause of the Times. The old Kings 
were left on the roadside of the 


| 2004-2005 U2 tour, picking up 
| where the Irish quartet left off 


with The Joshua Tree. Their new- 
est album takes the “heartbreak” 
from 2005’s Aha Shake Heartbreak, 
the ‘manhood’ from 2003's Youth 
& Young Manhood, and the ‘No- 


| vocaine’ from 2003's Holy Roller 


Novocaine and mixes them to- 
gether in an alcoholic concoc- 
tion of sound and thrashy guitar 
riffs. Like any homemade cock- 
tail, Times can be pretty hard to 


| swallow, but if it gets you drunk 


enough, it will open you up to 
the new Kings of Leon. 

The first song, the epic 
“Knocked up,” starts off just like 
“Where The Streets Have No 
Name,” except in place of The 
Edge’s lulling guitar, the Kings 
do it with the drums — seduc- 
ing the listener into the song — 
which is gradually joined by the 
rest of the band. The first lines, 
“I don’t care what nobody says, 
we're gonna have a baby,” kicks 
off the album in a decisively 
unapologetic new direction. In 
the beginning it sounds famil- 
iar. But the bridge introduces a 
harsh new sound that is a pro- 
gression from the hyperactive 
sounds of old Kings albums and 
that is thrash guitar. It’s almost 
as if they’ve taken a leave from 
their rollicking southern-in- 
fused rock for an Interpol-influ- 
enced indie sound. “Knocked 
up” is a beautiful piece wrought 
with determination and a hint of 
uncertainty. 

“Charmer” sounds like 
something experimental you'd 









KINGS OF LEON 


hear from the local bands that 
open up for bigger acts. You 
know, the ones who sweat a lot 
and abandon lyrics for screams. 
It’s an interesting new direction 
that is totally different from their 
last albums in that they seem to 
be moving in a more progressive 
new jaunt. 

“On Call” and “Mcfearless” 
are more pop-oriented, more 
mainstream. It’s here that one 
might begin to forget whom they 
are listening to. However, “Black 


Thumbnail” is a kick-in-the-butt 


reminder — those garbled lyrics 
are unmistakeable, if not com- 
pletely indiscernible — in what 
is sure to be an album favorite 
about a wandering poet. 

“Camaro” is a song from dif- 
ferent times, something that 
should have been produced in 
the late seventies or early 80s. 
“The Runner” is another slow 
and rambling one, but it retains 
a really subtle beauty. “Fans” has 
a lot of feeling and energy, but 
again, it’s just not what you want 
from a Kings of Leon album. 

Because of the Times is like 
Kings on sedatives. It took their 
old sound and slowed it down to 
an almost painfully lackadaisi- 
cal pace. Seeing a band mature 
is great, especially when they’ve 
been so frenetic and high-energy 
in the past. Luckily, Times didn’t 
kill the traditional Kings of Leon 
completely, it just made them 
wiser. They experiment with 
sound now, instead of drugs, 
which requires a different kind 
of mindset for the listeners, one 
that they might not want nor ex- 
pect from this band. 

— Alex Begley 





Jarvis Cocker 
Jarvis 

Rough Trade 
April 03, 2007 


Five years after the tenuous 
dissolution of Pulp and just 
four after he emerged in corpse 
paint and a skeleton suit (anyone 
remember Relaxed Muscle?!), 
Jarvis Cocker gives us Jarvis, 
which is kind of like if five years 
after the party of the century 
ended you went and settled 
down somewhere in Paris with 
a stunning society wife and 
raised charismatic, well-behaved 
children, wore lots of argyle and 
had to concoct clever excuses for 
why said society wife has, without 
apparent cause, developed a 
chronic limp. Something like 
that, I imagine. 

A _ barbed-wire _ pastiche 
of 1970s schmaltz eschewing 
the straightforwardness _ of 
synchronistic pop lyrics about 
breaking hearts and making 
whoopee, the lyrics on Jarvis are 
about, in a word, effects. The 
effects of fast food, inept leaders, 
lecherous figures of authority, 
sheltering our children and 
the hazy, over-sexed years, 
nights and afternoons that have 
propelled Pulp albums _ since 
1982. If This Is Hardcore is thought 
of as the morning-after to the 
cul-de-sac of cynical revelry 
that was Different Class, Jarvis is 
the couple who gets a marriage 
license instead of an abortion 
and raises the kid. 

Adult movies are invoked 
in “Disney Time” not to convey 
a lurid little tale as in “Live 
Bed Show” or juggernaut of all 
fantasies as in “This is Hardcore,” 
but rather in acrid juxtaposition 
to the washed-out world that’s 
been synthesized for children 
to inhabit. The death of Bambi’s 
mother is lamented for the fact 
that it occurs off-screen. “I Will 
Kill Again” sets a domestically 
content Bacharach-type wine- 
and-mohair protagonist against a 
strikingly Bacharach-type piano 
ditty, undercut by a promise that 
given half a chance, well ... I like 
to think the rabid underdog of 
“I Spy” grew into everything he 
hated but wants to let us know, 11 
years later, that he can still steal 





your wife, no matter what the 
cost, and even if he doesn’t feel 
like it so much but you just so 
happened to avert your eyes. 


The glittering knock-out 
punch of “Black Magic” strips 
the Shondells classic “Crimson 
and Clover” down to brass 
hooks and throws it down over 
big drums, well-placed reverb 
and lyrics that read more like 
Saxon liner notes — “We can’t 
escape/We're born to die/But 
I’m gonna give it a real good try/ 
Because nothing comes close/ 
And nothing can compare/ 
To Black Magic” — at least, on 
the outset. I’ll admit, I’ve been 
spoiled by Jarvis’ epic narratives 
of yore such that I have no idea 
what this song is about. “Life- 
altering orgasm” seems far too 
simplistic, too sonically apt and 
hardly, well, Jarvis Jarvis. 

“Heavy Weather” samples 
(or at least rips off) Pulp’s 
own “Something Changed.” 
The uplifting strumming is 
welcome, and “Heavy Weather” 
is exactly the type of slick, 
overly melodic pop track to 
complement the acute swells of 
Jarvis’ vocals. Alas, the album 
takes a turn to the even quieter, 
stripping more and more away, 
far past the point of just raising 
a pencil skirt, where “Baby‘s 
Coming Back to Me” and “Big 
Julie” come off as misguided 
or just unfinished. “Quantum 
Theory” gets away with it, if not 
for the fact that the strings act as 
a gluing agent, then for grand 
celestial ambition alone. On this 
song the embittered disbeliever 
in the West is saved, he gets a 
second chance at that fleeting 
moment of black magic, one 
that will last much longer than — 
all those one-night-stands stuck 
together. The future is being 
together and having children, 
and guess what? Going to be 

alright. 
— Emily Benjamin 
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By JOHN KERNAN 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


A sit down with Singer-songwriter Justin King 


I first saw Justin King in a “vi- 
ral video” online about four years 
ago. A simple thing, really: just 
a man, a chair and a guitar. But 
Justin’s hands moved on his in- 
strument in ways I had never seen 
before. Both hands glided up and 
down the fretboard with a dexter- 
ity that seemed impossible, pro- 
ducing sounds that weren't just 
a mishmash of technical ability 
— but real music. I became a fan 
instantly. A few years later and 
his band has been in and out of 
a contract with Epic. A couple of 
months ago, I managed to get him 
to agree to an interview. Hope- 
fully, I could find out what would 
possess someone to back out of 
what is the Holy Grail to most as- 
piring bands. I caught Justin on 
his cell phone last Saturday while 
he was on his way to L.A. to play 
a show. The reception was spotty, 
but as always, he was more than 
accommodating. The first ques- 
tion to ask was obvious. 


News-Letter: So, where’d you 
learn to play like that? 


Justin King: [laughs] Well, just 
experimenting with different 
ways to play the guitar. And then, 
through that, being turned on to 
other people who were doing 
similar stuff. 


N-L: Anyone specifically? 


JK: I was playing shows around 
the campus where I was going 
to school at the time, and guitar 
geeks would come to the show. 
Of course, there was Michael 
Hedges, Pierre Bensusan. 


N-L: Some of your solo work is 
more like “world music,” if you 
have to call it something. Did 
you get the inspiration for this 
from traveling? Or was it just 
experimentation with different 
styles of music? 


JK: It was really a combination 
of going to those places and just 
listening to music. I listen to 
African guitar players, but I never 








went to Africa. But I learned all 
my flamenco techniques from 
a player who played in a bar in 
Sevilla while I was traveling 
Spain. 


N-L: Wow. Well, after you 
released a couple of solo albums, 
you started playing almost 
exclusively with a band. What 
prompted the switch? 


JK: Well, really, I started out 
playing rock, playing in bands. 
The interest in guitar and world 
music came after. So the switch is 
me going back to that. 


N-L: Your band released a couple 
of EPs, toured a bunch, and 
eventually got signed by Epic. 
How’d you manage that? 


JK: They saw the video we did 
for one of our songs online, and 
basically just signed us after seeing 
the video. And then, over the last 
year and a half, that company was 
undergoing so many changes, 
that it became a bad situation for 
us. Basically it became a record by 
committee. You know, it’s really a 
strange industry. We went from 
not being on the radar at all to 
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- COURTESY OF HTTP//JUSTINKINGINFO.COM 
Justin King, an up-and-coming singer-songwriter, will perform his next show on April 18th at the Recher Theater in Towson. 


being really on the radar, and 
suddenly everyone wanted to 
have a say, everyone wanted to 
have their hand in the pot. And 
that’s just not the way the best 
records are made. If I had to do it 
over, I'd prefer to just turn a record 
into them, you know? 


N-L: Take it or leave it. 
JK: Yeah, just take it or leave it. 


N-L: That’s gotta be hard though, 
it seems to be every musician’s 
dream to get signed by a label. 


JK: Yes and no. We were kind 
of forced into it. I really don’t 
think there was a decision for 
us to make. It was just time 
for us to go. A lot of bands do 
dream to get signed, but what 
that really means is a drastic 
change. Unless you're going to 
sell millions of records, which 
doesn’t happen unless you're 
super-poppy, you're not going to 
have a great experience. I think 
the independent record labels 
are doing a lot of great stuff right 
now. People just as free agents 
are doing a lot of great stuff. So 
in a way, it’s a really good time to 


With Flexcar you can 
save green In more 
ways than one. 


Owning a car sure can be convenient. But the inconvenient 


truth is that it’s really expensive, and every little trip is 


contributing to global warming. Fortunately, Hopkins now 


has Flexcar — the car-sharing company, with 4 low-emission, 


fuel-efficient hybrid vehicles parked around the Homewood 


campus, available by the hour. All you pay is one, simple 


all-inclusive rate, a very affordable $6 an hour (or $60 a day). 


Gas, insurance, maintenance, and 150 miles a day are on us. 


Best of all, studies show that each shared car can take up to 


15 private cars off the road. So you'll be saving money and 


helping save the environment. Flexcar is open to all qualified 
students, staff and faculty 18 and over. 


Join today. Go to flexcar.com/JHU or call 877-FLEXCAR. 


Flexcar 


flexcar.com 


be in a band. 


N-L: Sounds like you’re happy 
with where you are. 


JK: Yeah. 


N-L: So, as an independent band, 
where are you guys going next? 


JK: Well the record’s coming out 
finally. It should be around July 
or August. We're doing a bunch 
of touring now, and then we'll 
take a couple of months off to 
start working on another record. 
Im probably going to do a solo 
album too. 


N-L: Well, I know you guys have 
a show tonight, so I’ll wrap this 


up. 


JK: Yeah, we're playing at the 
Hotel Café. 


N-L: And then you'll be in 
Baltimore April 18th? 


JK: [laughs] If you say so. 
Justin King will, in fact, be playing 


April 18 at the Recher Theatre in 
Towson. 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE B6 
not know that before DJ Danger 
Mouse became half of Gnarls 
Barkley, he released a mash- 
up album in 2006 of Jay-Z’s The 
Black Album and the Beatles’ 
The White Album entitled The 
Grey Album. The album was 
ruled illegal in the United States. 
To avoid prosecution, Danger 
Mouse and his fans distributed 
the album in one massive down- 
load-fest in 24 hours on Tuesday, 
December 23, 2005, which was 
dubbed “Grey Tuesday” for the 


event. 


| with a 





Girl Talk’s concert felt alive 
communal energy. 
Things began every bit within 
the DJ himself, who hopped 


| wildly into the air around the 


stage, took most of his clothes 


| off, danced with members of 
| the crowd. Girl Talk’s energy 


was contagious, and soon I felt 
as thought a barrier between the 
act and the audience had been 
lifted; I felt simultaneously a 


| part of the music’s creation and 
| consumption. 


Girl Talk was not the only 


| excellent performer that night. 


The evening opened with two 
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For Girl Talk, Kansas and 
Shakira belong together 


men, one telling a dark story into 
the mic, the other, in a straggly 
clown outfit, silently interpreting 
the plot with a variety of amus- 
ing body movements. 

The Pythonesque script 
seemed also to be reminding us 
that modern stage comedies are 
typically a cheap tricks played 
at the expense of either the au- 
dience, or art itself, all for the 
amusement of the writers. Some- 
how things are funniest that 
way. 
The next act was Cex, a wheel- 
chair-bound man with enor- 
mous ribboned mutton chops, 
who played some genius elec- 
tronic dance music that made 
liberal use of a loud and lengthy 
sample of a woman moaning in 
orgasm. As it turned out, Cex 
was not only a freak show of the 
nth degree, but also an able-bod- 
ied liar who, after pretended to 
be healed during the finale of his 
final song, crowd-surfed semi- 
nude, 

The second musical act was a 
local electronic-music composer 
Dan Deacon, who handed out 
lyrics to the crowd and led us in 
a rousing, romping sing-along. 


. COURTESY OF HTTP,GIRLTALK IMEEM.COM 
Girl Talk is famous for his onstage antics, some of which include partial nudity. 


Summer Programs 
in Washington, D.C. 


June 4-July 26, 2007 


E | ‘plore International Affairs 


ey 


SUMMER COURSES in international relations, 
economics, development, strategic and regional 
studies and more during evening hours 


SUMMER CERTIFICATES in International en 


or International Development 


SUMMER LANGUAGE INSTITUTE with evening 
courses in Arabic, Hindi-Urdu, Japanese, 
Mandarin Chinese and Political Russian 


ESL AND AMERICAN STUDIES for international 
students and professionals 


Apply by April 20 


202.663.5671 * sais.summer@jhu.edu 
www.sdis-jnu.edu/nondegree/summer 
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your Horose 


Aries: (March 21 - April 19) 
If your idea of a good time 


is sit- 
ting at home alone 


; twiddling your 
thumbs, then you're in luck! The 
Stars say you'll have a dull week. 


Taurus: (April 20 - May 20) 


[ am the walrus, coo coo ca choo! 


Yeah, that’s right. Got a problem 
with that? Well I'll just kill you 
with my walrus tusks. ; 


Gemini: (May 21 - June 20) 

Get a grip on reality this week. It’s 
finally time you learn that people 
have just been humoring you, but 
there really is no Easter Bunny. 


Cancer: (June 21 - July 22) 
Arthritis isn’t just for old people 
anymore! If you start cracking 
your fingers five times a day every 
day you too can have stiff hands! 
Leo: (July 23 - August 22 

In honor of Spring Fair this week- 
end we encourage you to learn to 
control the weather. Otherwise it’s 
probably going to rain. 

Virgo: (August 23 - Sept. 22) 

The thing about rain is that it 
means angels are crying in heav- 
en. You don’t want angels to cry, 
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Libra: (Sept. 23 - October 22) 
Future leaders of the world will all 
come together and decide that pie 
andice cream are tasty. Then they’II 
get working on world peace. 
Scorpio: (October 23 - Nov. 21) 

“I am your father,” said O.J. Simp- 
son to Anna Nicole Smith’s baby. 
Too bad he’s a liar. O.J., how could 
you? We had faith in your honesty. 


Sagittarius: (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) 
Will you ever learn how to swim? 
Maybe, if you can convince your 
mother to let you untie the weights 
from your feet. 

Capricorn: (Dec. 23 - January 19) 
Get a life! If you base your life 
plans on these horoscopes, you 
must have a very twisted and in- 
teresting existence. 

Aquarius: (January 20 - Feb. 18) 
Robot dogs are going to come into 
your bed tonight and try to cuddle 
with you, but the cold metal will 
make you kick them off. That’s sad. 
Pisces: (Feb. 19 - March 20) 
Hands are pretty important, es- 
pecially if you plan on carrying 
things. Luckily the stars say you 





















do you? 


Toad Detective 





won't have to do that. Ever. 














‘ou've been there for me from the beginning of this 
sordid tale. Some of you might be starting to wonder if W 
I will ever catch the elusive Vincente and clear my repu- 
tation. I’m here to tell you that only two issues remain.. 


STAY IURED 





Got cartoons? The answer 1s no 


ello, dear, readers. 
This week is a very 
special episode of 
One Fry Short. No, 
Im not going to 
tackle teenage pregnancy, alcohol 
abuse or Jessie Spano taking one 
too many caffeine pills. What 
I'm going to tackle is an issue 
concerning this very column. In 
fact, this issue concerns the entire 
Cartoons page and everyone who 
writes for it. This issue might even 
concern you, if you're the type 
of person who gets concerned 
by issues. Like those goddamn 
liberals. 
Anyway, let’s start with a 
fun fact: the News-Letter has a 
Web site. This Web site gets up- 
dated once a week with most of 
the sections of the newspaper: 
News, Opinion, Sports, Science, 
Arts & Entertainment, Features 
and Cartoons. Right now you're 
probably thinking, “Oh man, 
newspaper articles on the In- 
ternet! The future is super awe- 
some!” And you're totally right. 
The future IS super awesome. But 
here’s what my problem is: on a 
regular basis, for some bizarre 
reason, the Cartoons section 
_ just doesn’t get uploaded with 
_ the rest of the paper. Sometimes 
_ it doesn’t even get uploaded at 
all. For example, as I type these 
_ words, it is 5:54 p.m. on Monday, 
_ and last week’s Cartoons section 


is online, but not the Car- 


‘t on the Web site. Everything 


section. Where the hell is 
guy behind me started snicker- 


ing audibly. | turned around and | 


“Yeah, it’s a toad who's a detec- 
tive, so what?” No, it’s a god- 
damn revelation, that’s what it is. 
And Will Parschalk is one of the 
finest graphic artists I know. He 
makes Picasso look like a total 
douche. Oh, and he also happens 
to be one of the editors-in-chief 
of this newspaper. And let’s not 
forget Nate Min. He manages to 
be funny without using toads, 
detectives or artistic skills in gen- 
eral. That’s pretty damn tough. 
Where’s the respect for these 
people? Where's the love? We are 
humorists, not petty swine! I de- 


Matt Diamond 
One Fry Short 


clare shenanigans! 

So, we have a problem here. 
People are putting quality work 
on the Cartoons page, but it’s 
not getting uploaded to the Web 
site with the rest of the paper. 
Why is this happening? Why is 
the webmaster leaving us off the 
Internet? After racking my brain 
for a while, I’ve come up with a 
few potential reasons. Let's take 
a look. 


REASON #1; NOBODY USES 
THE INTERNET, SO WHO 
CARES? 

The other day, I was waiting 
on line for some coffee, and this 


is is asked what was so funny. 


~ he exclaimed. 


a fangled Internet!” 
“It’s thatne be gle Bact ot 


time!” ; 


tim enow!” I replied, twitling 


my moustache. “Just like that 
damned aeroplane!” . 


“It'll never amount to any- 


, 


thing! I’ll bet my monocle on it!” 

“Tl bet my top hat!” 

We both had a hearty laugh, 
then mounted our high wheel bi- 
cycles and rode off into the sun- 
set. 


REASON #2: NOBODY READS 
THE CARTOONS SECTION 
I guess he’s got us there. 


REASON #3: THE WEBMASTER 
IS A DISCIPLE OF SATAN 


So here’s the bottom line: this 
mistreatment has gone on for far 
too long. The Web site serves as a 
way for News-Letter contributors 
to reach a wider audience, and the 
Cartoons page deserves the same 
right to outside exposure. Our po- 
tential readership is being severely 
limited by this neglect. I’m getting 
shafted, everyone else who con- 
tributes material is getting shafted 
... hell, even the editor-in-chief is 
getting screwed over. 

This is really pissing me off, 
almost as much as when Vanilla 
Coke got discontinued. Almost. 
That's pretty damn serious. People 
who know me can vouch for this. 

You see, dear readers, our 
forefathers founded this great 
nation on many principles, and 
one of them was that the News- 
Letter webmaster seriously 
needs to upload the Cartoons 
section along with the rest of 
the newspaper. If this situa- 
tion doesn’t improve soon, I’m 
just going to stop writing for 


' this paper. We're frequently be- 


ing left off the Internet, and it’s 
completely unfair to everyone 
who puts time and effort into 
the Cartoons page. As a humor- 
ist, it pains me to say it, but this 
just isn’t funny anymore. 


Matt Diamond can be contacted 
at mdiamond@jhu.edu. 
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by William Parschalk 


roma SamEMe 


—_ WITH De -DMBIE —— 
















Gyin honor of 


‘Spring Fase Khis weekend ; 
hele Booby Freshman sneak 
into the Beer Garden / 

















The Inquizition by Matt Hansen 


THE ISEAND STATE OF MIND QUIZ 


“Congratulations to CHRIS SERENI, who provided the 
winning answers in our Animalistic Behavior quiz and is now the proud 
owner of a genuine News-Letter prize! You, too, can win this week's quiz by following 
in his footsteps and submitting all correct answers to the following questions before 
any of your cutthroat peers by our deadline of 5 p.m. on Tuesday, April 17. The 
prize is none other than a box of Baltimore’s own Berger cookies! So 
send your answers to news.letter@jhu.edu and make room for a new — 
fudge-covered treat — the other white meat!” 














1. In June 1940, Nazi troops seized these islands — the only British territory they were able to capture 
during World War Il — and occupied them until May 1945. Though they keep their name on the map 
today with their annual “Murati” soccer tournament — one side ‘The Donkeys’, the other side ‘The 
Toads’ — the islands were once considered little more than rest stops for fishermen in the Atlantic, 
and Victor Hugo, exiled there while he wrote “Les Misérables”, wrote poems about the epic battle 
between man and sea that took place there. What is the name of these islands? 





2. The smallest Arab nation sits on an island and has planned a ‘Friendship Bridge’ to its neighboring 
country, which, when completed, will be the longest non-moving bridge in the world. What is this 
country? ‘ 


3. The famous mutiny aboard the H.M.S. Bounty —immortalized ina variety of blockbuster Hollywood 
films — made the mutineers famous around the world, though not much of what Hollywood produces 
makes its way to the island they eventually landed upon, which geologists say is the most isolated 
island in the world. Though descendents of the mutineers still live there, there are only 45 people 
currently living on the island. What is the name of this island? 


4. There are 3900 islands that make up this nation, whose exports include masks designed to slim the 
face, personal karaoke machines and square watermelons. What nation is this? 


5, Hawaii was originally named by its European discover Captain James Cook after a certain British 
Earl who was also the namesake of a popular lunchtime staple. What was his name? 


6. The commissioner of this nationalistic island served ice cream to newly arrived immigrants, believ- 
ing that it would help to instill the values of their new country. Many of them thought it was cold 
butter and tried spreading it on their bread. What was the name of this island? 


7. This ancient Greek island provided the term ‘lesbian’ in our popular lexicon, thanks to the female 
poets that lived there and wrote poems exploring the lives of women. What was the name of this 
island? 


8. Smaller, usually barren islands throughout the Pacific were prized by farmers through the United 
States in the 1800s because of a substance widely available there. What was this substance? * 


~~ 


Don’t forget to send your answers to news.letter@jhu.edu by April 10 at5 p.m. £4 





Last Week’s Answers: 1) Capon, 2) Chimpanzee, 3) Clam, 4) Rat, 5) Guinea Pig, 6) Albatross, ; 
7) Ultrasonic, 8) Eating it be: , ae At 
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CALEN DAR Aprit 12-Aprit 18 


Campus events 


Thursday, April 12 


10 a.m. The Mattin Center will 
begin its latest exhibit, a collec- 
tion of Pop Art prints by artists 
such as Andy Warhol. The ex- 
hibit will be on display in the F. 
Ross Jones building until April 
30. Admission is free and open to 
the public 


10:30 a.m. The Peabody Depart- 
ment of Musicology is hosting a 
free workshop on North Indian 
classical music. It will take place 
in the Conservatory room 308, 


3 p-m. Reps from the Office of Sci- 
ence and Technology Policy will 
be on campus to discuss activities 
at the OSTP related to space and 
aeronautics, as well as the new 
National Aeronautics R&D Policy. 
The lecture will be in Hodson 210. 


3 p.m. Today is the grand open- 
ing of the MSE Library’s archaeo- 
logical exhibit called “The Magic 
Object: Prosperity and Protection 
in Antiquity.” Come to Q/M lev- 
els between 3 and 6 p.m. for re- 
freshments and discussion. 


6 p.m. Brazilian filmmaker Joel 
Zito Araujo will screen his film 
Daughters of the Wind in Shaffer 3, 
courtesy of the Program in Latin 
American Studies. 


Friday, April 13 


7 a.m. The Relay for Life will be 
going on all day long on Friday in 
the Lower Quad. The event will 
honor and remember those af- 
fected by cancer. 


10 a.m. The History of Art De- 
partment and the Walters Art 
Museum are joining forces for a 
lecture in the art of the ancient 
Americas. The theme of this lec- 
ture is “Stingrays, Sea Lions, 
Land Snails: Ritual Ecology in 
Moche Religion and Visual Cul- 
ture.” The event will be happen- 


ing in Mergenthaler 255. 


Saturday, April 14 


10 a.m. Spring Fair activities will 
be happening until 8 p.m. on 
Saturday. Check out http://www. 
/nuspringfair.com for information 
about all vendors, maps and a 
complete schedule of events 


12 p.m. The Department of Phys- 
ics and Astronomy presents the 
4th Annual Physics Fair until 5 
p-m. in the Bloomberg Center. 
The fair will lectures, 
games, science demonstrations, 


feature 
contests and hands-on activities! 


1 p.m. 1 p.m. Discover the over 
200-year history of the landscape 
connecting the significant collec- 
tions of American decorative arts 
at Homewood House and the Bal- 
timore Museum of Art by taking 
a tree walking tour. Guided Art- 
Walk tours depart at 1 p.m. from 
Homewood Museum and 2 p.m. 
from the BMA. Call Homewood 
at (410) 516-5589 for reservations. 


1 p.m. The History of Art De- 
partment and the Walters Art 
Museum are joining forces for a 
lecture in the art of the ancient 
Americas. The theme of this lec- 
ture is “Human Sacrifice, Power 
and Ritual in Moche Society and 
Visual Culture.” It’s happening 
in Mergenthaler 255. 


8 p.m. Spring Fair presents Com- 
mon for the biggest concert at 
Hopkins this year! Tickets are 
$10 for students and $20 general 
admission. The show will be in 
the O’Connor Recreation Center. 
E-mail questions to jhuspring- 
fair@jhu.edu. General tickets can 
be purchased at http://www.jhus- 
pringfair.com.musictoday.com. 


Sunday, April 15 


10 a.m. Spring Fair activities will 
be happening until 8 p.m. on 
Sunday. Check out http://www. 
jhuspringfair.com for information 
about all vendors, maps and a 
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complete schedule of events. 


3 p.m. Vladimir Lande will con- 
duct the Hopkins Symphony 
Chamber Orchestra in the Mattin 
Center SDS Room. The program 
will include pieces by Revueltas, 
Dvorak, Schubert, Piazolla and 
more. Admission is free for Hop- 
kins students, $8 general admis- 


sion and $6 for seniors, faculty/ 


staff and non-Hopkins students. 


Monday, April 16 


7 p.m. The Office of Preprofes- 
sional Advising hosts a lecture 
series called “Conversations in 
Medicine” this week featuring 
Kristy Weber from the School of 
Medicine. It will be held in Mer- 
genthaler 111. 


Tuesday, April 17 


6:30 p.m. Dean Paula Burger and 
Senior Class President Ex Pow-an- 
pongkul cordially invite you to at- 
tend “The Rules of Engagement,” 
an elegant three-course dinner 
designed to provide graduating 
seniors with essential business 


and social etiquette information. | 


The dinner will be held in the 
Charles Commons Grand Ball- 
room. Business attire is required. 
Tickets are $10 and are available 
in the Student Involvement Cen- 
ter (Mattin, Ross Jones North). 


8 p.m. The Foreign Affairs Sym- 
posium hosts speaker Azar Naf- 
isi who will deliver the lecture 
“International Relations and Hu- 
man Rights in Iran and the Mus- 
lim World.” It will be in the Glass 
Pavilion and is free. 





Got an Event? 


Send details about future 
events including date, time, 
location and a brief sum- 
mary of the event to events@ 
jhunewsletter.com. Please e- 
mail all events by the Monday 
before publication. 
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Lights, camera, action: Hopkins 
Filmfest returns to Shriver Hall 


By WILLIAM PARSCHALK 


The Johns H« ypkins News-Letter 


Get out your movie-watching 
specs and a bag of popcorn, be- 


| cause the annual Johns Hopkins 


Film Fest returns this weekend, 
with its usual schedule of the 
bizarre, the rare, the artsy, and 


| the delightfully amateur. With 


the exception of the first film, all 
movies will be screened in Shriv- 
er Hall. Admission is free for JHU 
students, faculty, and employees. 
For the general public, admission 


| varies depending on shows, and 
| can be found at http://wwww.hop- 


kinsfilmfest.com 

Thursday, April 12, Opening 
the festival, in conjunction with 
the Program in Latin American 
Studies, will be Joel Zito Aratijo’s 
Daughters of the Wind, which is 
free to all and will be viewed in 
Shaffer 3. The director will be on 
hand to discuss the film after the 
show. 

At 8 p.m. in Shriver, also on 


| Thursday night, will be Drawing 


Restraint 9, directed by Matthew 
Barney. This experimental film 
has won much praise for its grip- 
ping and beautiful imagery, re- 
volving around a Japanese whal- 
ing ship and featuring Bjork. 
Those looking for action should 
be warned, though, this film is 
supposedly very focused on pac- 
ing, and incredibly minimal on 
dialogue. 

Friday at 6:30 p.m. the docu- 
mentary Witchdoctors: A Day in 
the Other Africa will be presented, 
and then followed at 8 p.m. by 
John Boorman’s stupendous sci- 
ence-fiction calamity Zardoz. Shot 
on an incredibly cheap budget, 
Boorman was able to cast Sean 
Connery as the lead simply be- 
cause, having had just finished 
with the James Bond franchise, 
Connery was having a difficult 








COURTESY OF HTTP;/WWW.DRAWINGRESTRAINT.COM 
Drawing Restraint 9 will be shown Shriver Hall Thursday, April 12 as part of the fest. 


time finding work, and agreed 
to take a chance with Boorman’s 
Zardoz. 

On Saturday will be two sets 
of short films, with several of the 
directors in attendance. The first 
set will start at 2 p.m. in Shriver, 
and the second will begin at 3:30 
p.m. 
Following the short films will 
be Alex Ferrari’s Broken, a dark 
film loaded with horror imagery 
revolving around a young wom- 
an who, despite her ideal life- 
style, suffers from a frightening 
recurring dream. Once she is ab- 
ducted by a mysterious stranger 
she discovers with what impact 
her dream has on her fate. 

At 5:30 p.m. will be Obesity: The 
Acceptable Sin, a documentary by 
Jack Truman concerning the inter- 
actions of the Christian faith and 


obesity in the United States. 

Rounding up Saturday will be 
Twilight of Youth by Jerald Fine, 
about one young man’s curse 
that makes him rapidly age, and 
Funny Games, a horror film about 
a German middle class family. 

On Sunday, the festival will 
present James Chalmers’ The 
Magic Opera, and follow that 
with Jong Hwang’s The Old Son. 
Hwang’s science-fiction movie 
discusses the complex dillemmas 
of both immortality and mortal- 
ity. 

The last two events of the fest 
will be a showing of The Nightin- 
gale Princess, the story of a lone- 
ly young man who discovers a 
world he thought only existed in 
his imagination. The short films 
of Peggy Ahwesh will conclude 
the fest. 


Thursday, April 12 


? Andie Musik is hosting a night 
: of music and poetry of the Re- 
i naissance featuring Andrew 
i Arceci (Viola da Gamba), Em- 
: ily Noel (Soprano) and Molly 
: Moores 
? Check 


(Actress/ Narrator). 
out —http://www.andi- 








ois Of Jah Army wil 





h: 
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emusiklive.com for details. 


Come see a great show tonight 
at the Ottobar featuring the Ex- 
ponentials, Exit Clov, Blonde 
Hair Blue Eyes and Cloud Cult. 
For more information visit http:// 
www.theottobar.com. 





Friday, April 13 


Friday’s early show at D.C’s 9:30 
Club will feature Plain White Ts 
and guests. Doors open at 4:30 
p-m. At the late show (10 p.m), 
Brandon Butler will celebrate his 
CD release with guests John Bus- 
tine Band and Hold 
Up. For details see 
http://www.930.com. 


Weekapaug Orches- 
tra is coming to the 
Recher Theatre this 
weekend for a Phish 
tribute show. Black 
Eyed Susan and the 
Flying Eyes will 
also perform. Check 
out — http://www.re- 
chertheatre.com for 
details. 


Baltimore rock- 
ers All Four Noth- 
ing will be play- 
ing at Rams Head 
Live! this weekend. 
They'll be joined 
by guests Foretold, 
Long Story Short 
and February Fall- 
ing. For more infor- 
mation visit http:// 
www.ramsheadlive. 
com. 


Come to Sonar on 
Friday to celebrate 
TaxLo DJ Cullen 
Stain’s birthday 
with a live perfor- 
mance by Amanda 
Blank. Other DJs in 
attendance will be 
Devlin and Darko 
of Spank Rock and 
TaxLo’s own Simon 
Phoenix. Be there 
between 9 and 11 
p-m. for $1 drinks! 
Visit http://www.so- 
nar.us for more in- 
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“s he plicit iermarint The Ottobar has the 
Pug _ COURTE {|W A 7 
be performing at the 8x10 Club this Saturday. best. dance party 
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9) 


around this weekend with the 
Prince vs. Madonna vs. Michael 
Jackson Dance Party: Round 2. 
Come out before 10 p.m. to get in 
with no cover and enjoy $2 rail 
drinks, drafts and Natty Bohs 
until 10:30 p.m. For more infor- 
mation visit http://www.theottobar. 
com. 


Saturday, April 14 


Wilbert de Joode, an accom- 
plished self-taught bassist, will 
be performing at An die Musik 
with guests John Dierker (reeds) 
and Will Redman (drums). Check 
out http://www.andiemusiklive.com 
for details. 


Comedians Brad Sherwood and 
Colin Mochrie (of Whose Line Is It 
Anyway?) will be at the Meyerhoff 
Symphony Hall on Saturday for a 
night of improv. Find out more at 
http://www.baltimoresymphony.org. 


Ten, a nationally acclaimed tour- 
ing tribute, will be at Rams Head 
Live! this weekend to perform 
a killer tribute to Pearl Jam. For 
more information visit /http:// 
www.ramsheadlive.com. 


The Perfect Poor will celebrate 
their CD release at Fletcher's 
Bar on Saturday with the help of 
guests the Cheaters and Junkrod 
Joe. See http://www.fletchersbar. 
com for more information. 


Pasadena will be performing a 
benefit show for Sean Miller this 
weekend in the Sonar club room. 
Opposable Thumbs, Marcurial 
Late Night Breakfast and Earth- 
tone will also perform. Visit 
http:/[www.sonar.us for more in- 
formation. 


There are two great shows sched- 
uled for Saturday at the Ottobar: 
the early show (doors at 6 p.m.) 


_ will feature Dark Water Transit, 
Buzzard and Darsombra. Play- 
ing the late show (9 p.m.) will be 


Two if by Sea, Baby Aspirin and 
more. Head upstairs for two-for- 
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Concerts and Clubs 


one drinks from guest bartender 
Melissa Liddic, who will be do- 
nating her tips to the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association. For more 
information about both shows 
visit http://www.theottobar.com. 


The Doom or Be Doomed Festival 
begins at noon on Saturday at the 
Sidebar Tavern. Acts will include 
Penance, Unorthodox, Electric 
Magma and more. Only a limited 
number of tickets will be sold at 
the door, so get there early! For 
a full list of bands and more de- 
tails, visit http://vww.sidebartav- 
ern.com. 


Reggae band Soldiers of Jah 
Army will be performing at the 
8x10 Club with the Fear Nuttin’ 
Band and DJ Ridempshan. Check 
out http://www.the8x10.com for 
more information. 


Sunday, April 15 


The Avett Brothers and the Ev- 
erybodyfields will be rocking the 
Recher stage on Sunday. Check 
out —http://www.rechertheatre.com 
for more information. 


VH1’s You Oughta Know Tour 
presents singer-songwriter Mat 
Kearney at Rams Head Live! 
this weekend. The Feeling and 
Rocco Deluca will also perform. 
For more information visit http:// 
www.ramsheadlive.com. 


The Doom or Be Doomed Festival 
continues on Sunday at the Side- 
bar Tavern. Sunday’s acts will in- 
clude Blood Farmers, Wretched, 
Apostle of Solitude and more. 
Only a limited number of tickets 
will be sold at the door, so get 


_ there early! For a full list of bands 


and more details, visit http://www. 
sidebartavern.com. . 


Monday, April 16 


Aqualung will be performing in 


D.C. at the 9:30 Club with special 
guest Sara Bareilles. For details 
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see hitp://www.930.com. 


Cute is What We Aim For and 
Circa Survive will be playing 
at Rams Head Live! as part 
of the Alternative Press Tour. 
Guests will include As Tall as 
Lions and Envy the Coast. For 
more information visit /ittp:// 
www.ramsheadlive.com. 


Bob Schneider and Sharon 
Little will be playing the 8x10 
Club. Check out http:/hvww. 
the8x10.com for more informa- 
tion. 


Tuesday, April 17 


The Ottobar has a huge show 
on Tuesday night. Punchline, 
the Fold, Permanent Me, the 
Graduate and Gatsby Gets the 
Green Light will all be there. 
Doors’ open at 6:30 p.m. For 
more information visit http:// 
www.theottobar.com. 


Black Skies and Caltrop will 
be performing at the Sidebar 
Tavern on Tuesday night. For 
more information check out 
http://www.sidebartavern.com. 


Wednesday, April 18 


Braddigan (of Dispatch) will be 
performing at the Recher with 
guests Justin King, LUCA and 
Brian Smetona and Friends. 


Check out http://www.recherthe- 
atre.com for details. 


Interstate North, Far From 
Earth and Stupid Hero will all 
be rocking the stage at Fletch- 
er’s Bar this week. See http:// 
www,fletchersbar.com for more 
information. 


Sonar will welcome Ozomatli 
to the main stage next Wednes- 
day night. Outernational will 
also perform. Visit http:/oww. 
(Senarus for: more information. 
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_ Your guide to Spring Fair 









CALL US FoR 
YOUR WEXT EVENT; 


VE: 732. 302.0249 
A; 732, 302.7511 











is | The Beer Garden is one of the an- 
~ _ |_ nual highlights of Spring Fair, fea- 
turing a variety of beers sold by 
student groups. On Friday local 
bands Flim Flam and Scott Wham 

will perform. 










You can never go wrong with Spring | 

Fair’s delicious selection of greasy and | 

junky foods. If you’ve never had deep | 

| fried Oreos, this is the year to give them | 
a shot. Also you can’t miss out on every- 

_ SPRING FAIR PHOTOS: FILE PHOTOS one’s favorite, chicken on a stick. 


3th street 








Spring Fair is the one weekend you can always de- 
pend on fora bevy of activity here on Homewood Cam- 
pus. Aside from all the rides, the incredibly delicious 
food that is absolutely terrible for you, the quirky and 
eccentric vendors who populate the fairgrounds, the 
performers and the quality people-watching, Spring 
Fair also features everyone’s favorite rite of passage, 
the Beer Garden. 

This year Spring Fair will begin with a kick-off party 
on Thursday night in Levering Plaza (rain location is 
scheduled for the HopStop). Beginning at 10 p.m. there 
will be live music and a cash bar provided by PJ's Pub. 

The real fun begins on Friday at 2 p.m. with the 
opening of the Beer Garden. Held in the president's 
garden, student groups will be selling various types 
of beer for only a couple of dollars a cup. On Friday 
starting at 5 p.m. there will be live music provided by 
local bands Flim Flam and Scott Wham. Regardless of 
the weather, the Beer Garden always provides a nice 
inebriating environment to soak in a good time. 

All day Saturday, vendors will have booths set up 
around campus, both outside vendors and student 
groups. The night will culminate with an annual 




















Look for all sorts of neat vendors. The rides are always a treat, but be 
concert. Headlining this year is the scholastic rapper | Rapper Common will perform in the Athletic | Present will be multiple craftsmen, | \ warned that they’re often infest- 
Common, best known for his smooth lyrical stylings | Center to close Saturday’s events. Tickets are | booksellers and other providers of | & ed with local adolescent vermin 
and his zany, intimidating facial hair. $10 for JHU students and $20 for general ad- | eccentric services — definitely a scurrying about the place. That 

The fair ends Sunday, so be sure to enjoy it while mission. Doors open at 7:30 p.m. good place to pick up some quirky | shouldn't stop you from having a | 
you can! : / | objects for your dorm room. | fun, nauseous time though. 


— William Parschalk PHOTO COURTESY OF HTTP://WWW.MYSPACE.COM/COM- 





U.S. Public Health Service 
Commissioned Corps 
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needs a powerful weapon. When you join 


AGAINST CANCER the officers of the U.S. Public Health 
. Service Commissioned Corps, you join 
BIOTERRORISN, AND an elite group of health professionals 
CHILDHOOD DISEASE. dedicated to meeting the needs of 
: Wyato{=}e-1-) aV/<Tolm ele) elelr-lile)atom-laremlanlelgenaiare 
the health of Americans. Whether 
felconrellare ps eY-\i(clalmer-le-MmerolarelUleittare mit] 
research, or responding to urgent public 
health challenges like hurricanes and 
other natural disasters, the physicians, 
nurses, dentists, pharmacists, and many 
fo) 4a -1 an 0) xe) (=1-y-4 (0) ar= |kome) md al-M Oxo) palealtstcylelalave! 
Corps are there—protecting, promoting, 
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Join the Corps. 


AMERICA’S Hi fom (=y-laa mate) a:¥-]ele)t) a: mers] n21-) 9 
HEALTH 


RESPONDERS MLO UAT OLe) ual ual t-x-J(olar-le Oxo) g ol-¥ 
enappe| visit www.usphs.gov or call 


0.5. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 1-800-279-1 605. 
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THe ANFORGETTABLE Times OF TODAY - 
WON'T Be RersennBereD TonrorRow 


Uae Homecoming WEEKEND 
~ Apri 21st, 12. p.ru-Sp.4 
Decker GARDEN (PresipeNt’s LAWN) 
ADMISSION $5 
Free Foon, Lryve BaNp: BALIVHO0, Beer GARDEN 


we 


$1 oF EVERY TICKET Goes To UNION MQuoriAL HOSPITAL 
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Best 0 Baltimore. Cp 


The WHAT of Baltimore? 


That’s right — the best. 

Welcome to the 2007 edition 
of the News-Letter’s Best of Balt- 
more guide. As one of our most 
loyal readers, you probably 
know by now that Best of Balti- 
more has become something of 
a time-honored tradition here at 
Hopkins. Our dedicated staff of 
scribes, who are also skilled in 
the arts of hunting and gather- 
ing, have shed blood, sweat and 
tears in the pursuit of knowl- 
edge. And in this specific case, 
that knowledge will probably 
be useful to you. 

Within the compendium you 
are about to peruse, we will re- 
view everything from the best 
place to find vegetarian food to 
the best place to procrastinate. 
We'll discuss living arrange- 
ments, bands, entertainment 
and, once again, food. Also, 
weve reviewed some restau- 
rants, some hot dog stands, a 
snack machine and that guy 
who sells watermelons on the 


corner of E. 33rd Street (you'll 


be relieved to find that those 
are, in fact, real watermelons.) 

We've also reviewed the 
kitschy little items of Hopkins 
culture that you had no idea 
deserved reviewing. Yes, we 
have everything from the best 
place on campus to smoke to 
the best Hopkins catchphrase. 
And no, it is not just a quota- 
tion from Family Guy. 

We have also dug up some 
noteworthy gems for your 


consideration bookstores, 
restaurants, maybe even the 
occasional Spencer’s Gifts you 
were too afraid to enter. Oh 
yes, we entered it, and we'll tell 
you what we saw (check that 
— Spencer’s Gifts is sadly not 
among the Best of Baltimore.) 
What is among the Best of 
Baltimore, I can tell you, is, 
well, the best. It’s everything 
you need to know to get around 


this city, and do it in style. 


— Staff, The Johns Hopkins 
News-Letter 
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Best Breaktast 
Pete’s Grill 


3130 Greenmount Ave. 
(410) 467-7698 


By ALEX BEGLEY 


Pete’s Grill has a monopoly over the 
“Best Breakfast” in Baltimore. In almost 
every one of the city’s publications it has 
been lauded for its delicious diner-style 
breakfast. The breakfast staple has been 
around for years and is so successful that it 
only operates from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. and the 
majority of its seating is around a counter 
that stretches along the length of the build- 
ing. You may have to wait in line for a seat 
at the counter, and chances are you won't 
get to sit with the person you came with 
but really what does it matter with food 
this good? You'll make friends with the 
people you sit next to which includes local 
Greenmount residents, Hopkins students, 
Charles Villagers and anyone seeking a 
full stomach. 

The menu at Pete's is large, but you 
won't get lost in it. It avoids the gimmicks 


Pete's Grille 
pees ee 
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MUKSIT JAM 


IL/NEWS- 
Pete's Grill, located at 3130 Greenmount Ave., 's 4 short walk 
from campus for gut-busting portions of fluffy pancakes. 


THE JOHNS HOPKINS NEWS-LETTER BEST OF BALTIMORE 


of other diners like naming platters or 
adding nauseating amounts of gravy — it 
is what it is and that is beautiful in its own 
simplistic form. Everything on the menu 
is a hit. The eggs are light, the sausage is 
spiced, the pancakes are painfully large 
and fluffy and it’s all served with a smile. 
Pete’s workers maintain a charming dispo- 
sition while servicing a never-ending line 
of hungry patrons. 

This is the kind of place you write home 
about. Its blueberry short stack and yes, 
even the scrapple, are what I miss about 
Baltimore when I'm away. 


Best Brunch 


(ity Café 
1001 Cathedral St. 
(410) 539-4252 


By MAX McKENNA 


If for nothing else, City Café has the 
best brunch in Baltimore because the mo- 
ment you sit down, they bring you a plate 
of cinnamon buns. No need to order them, 
no need to pay for them. They just come. 
And they’re delicious. It’s any 
bruncher’s dream. 

Built in an old car dealer- 
ship’s renovated showroom, 
City Café has a great retro 
look and feel. From its enor- 
mous windows to its checker- 
patterned floor, it’s a pretty 
hip place to dine that’s always 
bustling with students, espe- 
cially on a Sunday morning. 
And being located in beauti- 
ful Mount Vernon, it’s only a 
short walk from the Walters 
Art Museum or the Inner Har- 
bor, perfect post-brunch desti- 
nations. 

The food’s great too. They 
‘serve all the diner favor- 
ites (pancakes, French toast, 
waffles and omelets, all with 
plenty of hash browns and 
fresh fruit) as well as signa- 
ture spins on breakfast clas- 
sics (the “Baltimore Benedict” 
with crab meat). But City Café 
doesn’t limit its brunch menu 
to breakfast items: soups, sal- 
ads, sandwiches and even 
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LAURA BITNER/NEWS-LETTER 


Café Zen will destroy all your previously conceived notions concerning Americanized Chinese food. 


andouille are available. In the ever-im- 
portant coffee department, City Café’s 
got you covered with a wide variety from 
their coffee bar. 

The prices are very reasonable given 
the stellar location, and the service is 
rapid, even during brunch rush-hour 
when the place is packed. Also, City Café 
isn’t merely a weekend brunch joint: they 
serve the breakfast-lunch crossover seven 
days a week. 

With free cinnamon buns, great, in- 
expensive food, speedy service and a lo- 
cation that’s tough to beat, City Café is 
Baltimore’s best brunch. 


Best Chinese 


Café Zen 
438 E. Belvedere Ave. 
(410) 532-0022 


By STEPHANIE YU 


Take-out Chinese food has become just 
as much of a staple for college students 
as pizza and beer. Unfortunately for us, a 
Hopkins student's best choice for Chinese 
food is Oriental Express. Because it is so 
conveniently close, we've all lowered our 
standards a little by consuming those 


cabbage-filled spring rolls and scantily 
portioned wonton soups (i.e. wad of 
dough floating in the Dead Sea). 

Café Zen offers a classy alternative to 
the sub-par “Chinese food” we’ve been 
settling for over the years. While Café Zen 
doesn’t offer the most authentic Chinese 
cuisine, the menu contains a wide variety 
of classed-up Americanized specials that 
are like comfort food for the college stu- 
dent soul. 

The restaurant is located just around 
the corner from the Senator Theatre. The 
ambiance is laid-back and relaxed. The 
saffron-colored walls add to the overall 
‘Zen’ of the restaurant. The lunch menu 
prices hover around the $5 range and 
offers a wide variety of the standard 
fare. The dinner menu variety is more 
exciting. Meat dumplings and cold 
sesame noodles are two appetizers that 
are great for whetting the appetite. The 
wonton soup is a delicate balance of pork, 
ginger and scallion at $1.50 per bowl. 

Deciding between a wide array of 
tasty main courses is the toughest part of 
the meal. The sushi variety ranges from 
standard California rolls to Eel Nigiri. 
The Café Zen favorites are usually a safe 
bet. Zen curry (a blend of mushrooms, 
carrots and snow peas) is a stand-out 
dish. 

Café Zen is a great place to go on a Fri- 
day night to unwind and eat great food 
after a stressful week of classes. 
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Heaping plates of crabs the size of your head are a little pricey at the legendary Obrycki’s in Fell’s Point. 


Best Coffee 


Red Emma’s 
800 St. Paul St. 
(410) 230-0450 


By XIAO-BO YUAN 


Nowadays, with readily available im- 
ported coffees and affordable espresso- 
makers, you don’t have to stray far from 
home to find a good cup of Joe. For cof- 
feehouses, it’s not just about the quality 
of their brew, but the uniqueness of the 
atmosphere and clientéle that draws loyal 
customers. 

What makes Red Emma’s special? Well 
first, it is almost unabashedly retro in its 
devotion to leftist literature and the eth- 
ics of a collective, which is nice to see ata 
time when two Starbucks can occupy the 
same block (Charles Village, I’m looking 
disapprovingly at you). 

Not only does Red Emma’s purport 
to sell fair-trade coffee, but once you've 
settled in with your cup of beverage, free 
of guilt about abused Venezuelan farm- 
ers, you can also soak in unique speaker 
events, like an “infotour” dissenting to G8 
domination or a lecture about “rejecting 
the rules of gender and conformity” by 
the author of Nobody Passes. Do you want 
to “[tear] binary gender norms to shreds” 
and “examine the perilous intersections 
of identity, categorization, and commu- 
nity”? Good. So does Red Emma’. 

But on to what's truly important: the 
coffee and the food. Red Emma’s serves 
up piping hot coffee and espresso for de- 
cent prices, and also offers a good selec- 
tion of bagels. 

All the options are vegan or vegetar- 
ian, with the Soy Chicken Salad Wrap a 
notable feature on the menu. And while 
you may find a better hummus elsewhere 
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or even a more satisfying cup of organic 
tea, there’s nowhere in Baltimore quite 
like Red Emma’s. Grab your Kierkegaard 
and your shoulder-strap hemp bag, and 


go. 


Best Crabs 


Obryckr’s 
1727 E Pratt St. 
(410) 732-6399 


By ALEX BEGLEY 


With an almost unpronounceable 
name and frightening lack of vowels, one 
might not expect Fells Point’s Obrycki’s to 
be much of anything. 

Its unassuming exterior does noth- 
ing to mask the similarly bland and un- 
impressive interior. But if you aren’t in- 
clined to judge a book by its cover, then 
you won't be surprised to find some of 
Baltimore’s best crabs behind Obrycki’s 
doors. 

In 2003 the restaurant gained inter- 
national acclaim when Patricia Schultz 
named it one of the “1000 Places to See 
Before You Die” in her traveler’s guide 
book of the same name. But, when you 
get right down to it, “1000 Places to Eat 
before You Die,” would have been a more 
appropriate title for this Baltimore res- 
taurant. 

Ina land that prides itself on crab dish- 
es, Obrycki’s reigns king. Their cakes are 
delicately breaded and baked to a golden 
brown. Each cake is stuffed with huge 
chunks of white meat that all but melt in 
your mouth. 

They offer everything from soft crabs 
to sautéed lump crab meat, broiled back- 
fin crab imperial to the biggest, most im- 
pressive soft shell monsters you've ever 
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seen. 

If you do go to Obrycki’s for their fa- 
mous crabs, be prepared: each plate will 
cost you no less than $20 for a small por- 
tion. But money is inconsequential when 
you are talking about the best crabs you 
may ever eat in your lifetime. 


Best Crab Cakes 
Faidley’s Seafood 


400 W. Lexington St. 
(10) 727-4898 


By ZACH GOODMAN 


There are no sit-down tables, just 
raised ones where you can stand and eat. 
No waiters, either — you order your food 
cafeteria-style at the counter. The ambi- 
ance is a bit lacking, seeing as you have 
to walk through a fresh fish market to get 
there. The only music is the sizzle of the 
deep fryer. So why would anyone want to 
go to Faidley’s? 

For the best crab cake on the planet. 
It's amazing that this inauspicious cor- 
ner of a fish market could house one of 
the best culinary delights ever to grace 
this green earth, but it does. Go down St. 
Paul toward the Inner Harbor to Lexing- 
ton Market and see for yourself. The first 
time I went, I was certainly expecting a 
more spectacular sight. I was a bit thrown 
by the atmosphere, the constant chaos of 
shipping seafood worldwide that custom- 
ers sitting down (rather, standing up) feel 
like an afterthought. 

It was a strange place, certainly, but 
I'd heard that if you want a crab cake, 
there’s none better than Faidley’s. I 
placed my order while still skeptical, 
and my skepticism didn’t subside when 
my food — a pretty standard-looking 
crab cake and a couple of sides — was 
served on a Styrofoam plate with plastic 
flatware. I looked around for some cock- 
tail or tartar sauce and didn’t immedi- 
ately see any, so I opted to take the first 
bite straight up. 

And then I understood. 

I love crab cakes and have for a long 
time, but until that day I had never 
tasted one. It was an explosion, a taste 
tornado, a seafood rebirth. Thank god 
I didn’t find any tartar sauce — adding 
some would have been like adding my 
own brushstrokes to a Van Gogh. It’s de- 
licious lump crab meat, a perfect blend 
of spices and whatever else is in them 
(if I knew, I’d be making them already), 
all fried to perfection. The Faidley’s Web 
site boasts that Nancy Faidley-Devine, 
current owner and granddaughter of 
founder John W. Faidley, Sr., “has won 
so many crab cake polls and contests it 
hardly seems fair to hold a competition 
anymore.” I believe it. 

Plus the sides are great, too. 


Best Deli 


Il Scalino 
313 §. High St 
(410) 547-7900 


By WILLIAM PARSCHALK 


When it comes to looking for a top-notch 
deli, there’s no place more friendly and ac- 
commodating than II Scalino in Little Italy. 
This gem of a store is located within the 
small strip of Italian restaurants on High 
Street, dishing out nothing but authentic, 
detail-oriented delights. From their deli 
meat to their sandwiches, to the plethora of 
other fantastic goodies, II Scalino is a man- 
datory stop for all those food junkies roam- 
ing about Baltimore, looking for a fix. 

First, their meat selection is fantastic. 
Their food is trucked in from all over the 
place, a lot coming down from New York 
City, and all of it is superb. These guys are 
committed to quality. They know how 
to treat their meat right as well, and can 
cut their meat thinner than anyone else 
in Mobtown. Since they import much of 
their meat, occasionally they won't carry 
exactly what you're looking for, but what 
they do carry is stupendous. 

Their sandwiches are also a rare treat, 
worthy enough for a last meal on death 
row. Try their II Scalino sandwich, a deli- 
cious collage of mortadella, salame, capic- 
ola, mozzarella, cheese and much more. If 
you enjoy their regular panini, then you'll 
definitely want to dig in to their grilled 
sandwiches, such as the Father Mike. Fea- 
turing honey maple turkey, gorgonzola, 
tomato, field greens and honey mustard, 
it’s a little taste of heaven right here in 
Charm City. 
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The staff at Il Scalino are incredibly knowledgeable 
and serve up great old-time Italian sandwiches. 








Best Diner 


Sip & Bite 

2200 Boston St. 

(410) 675-707 

By SAMMY ROSE SALTZMAN 


Since leaving the City that Never Sleeps 
for Baltimore, the city that shuts down at 
two in the morning, I’ve had to adjust. I’ve 
mostly been missing Big Nick’s, a 24-hour 
diner in New York that has absolutely ev- 
erything at any hour and astaff that doesn’t 
look at you funny when you order delivery 
from them twice in the same night. 

I tried Papermoon Diner, but it doesn’t 
have the staple foods that I need from a 
diner. Everything is a little too gourmet, 
with extra seasoning and garnish that just 
seems unnecessary. Eggs should be slightly 
greasy, with a side of toast, and I don’t want 
to pay more than five dollars for them. 

I finally found my savior in Sip & Bite. 
Opened in 1948, it’s a no fuss, no muss place 
that’s cheap and delicious. The wait staff is 
courteous but busy, which is good since it 
means they'll leave you alone if you choose 
to sit there for hours at a time. And oh yeah, 
did I mention it’s open 24 hours a day? 


Best Fast 


Meal 


Trinidad 
Gourmet 
418 E 3lst St. 


By MATT HANSEN 


A typical visit to Trinidad 
Gourmet, more than likely, 
will begin with a question. 
“Do you like mango?,” owner 
“Mr. Chuck” will inevitably 
ask with a winning smile from 
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behind the ordering screenasa_ The Trinidad Gourmet doesn’t just offer a fix for your oxtail cravings — there's also plenty of friendly, helpful service. 


patron downs a Jamaican cola. 

He’s asking not for your opinion on the fruit 
deployed in infinite varieties in the cuisine 
of Trinidad — where both he and his wife 
are from — but rather because in one hand 
he’s holding a small plastic container of 
mango sauce, his “newest creation”, and if 
you answer yes, into the bag it goes, along 
with three other sauces and your meal. It’s 
this generosity and geniality that transport 
the casual off-the-street visitor as close to 
Trinidad’s Caribbean and Indian flair as 


you can get by simply crossing a street from 
Normals Records & Books in the middle of 
Waverly. But that turns out to be just close 
enough to authentic, as the clientele can at- 
test, with an equal proportion of Caribbean 
émigrés, local neighborhood diners, college 
students and office workers all vying for 
the unique mélange of flavors — savory to 
spiced, chutney to citrus — that call Trini- 
dad home. Though you will find faster ser- 
vice at the Burger King only blocks away, 


you won't find the home-cooked travelogue 
that greets you from within the Styrofoam 
containers that act as plates — the stewed 
goat, the chicken roti, the curried lamb, 
the bevy of chickpeas, potatoes, spinach, 
spiced rice and pumpkin all acting as taste 
ambassadors from a warmer climate and a 
warmer people. For a price little more than 
a decent-sized lunch at a fast food joint, a 
quick gustatory trip to the Caribbean is cer- 
tainly worth the investment. 
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store. 


BattTimorE, MD 21210 


and 


* University Parkway at West 39th Street 


*Daily & Monthly Furnished Suites 
*24 - Hour Front Desk 


Leasing Center Open 


Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. - Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (beginning March Ist) 





¢ 410-243-1216 


WOODCLIFFE MANOR 


* Spacious apartment living set in prestigious hi-rise building. Adjacent to 
Johns Hopkins University Homewood Campus and minutes from downtown 
Baltimore. Amenities include an on-site restaurant, salon and convenience 











* Garden Style, Studio, One & Two Bedroom Apartments 
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DINING 








Best Hamburger 


Alonso’s 

415 W. Cold Spring Ln. 
Baltimore, MD 21210 
(410) 235-3433 


By MATT HANSEN 


Not so long ago, Alonso’s was a North 
Baltimore mainstay — a beer-and-foot- 
ball bar made classier by the presence 
of the occasional Loyola student since 
its opening in 1931 — which was known 
far and wide for Baltimore’s largest and 
weightiest burger. Massive patties of gar- 
lic-infused ground beef overwhelmed 
custom-sized buns designed to accom- 
modate their 24-ounce bulk, and grill 
cooks seared into them flavor and juice 
with laser precision, making medium 
rare taste as it should. 

Even within the smaller ‘dining room’ 
—a collection of haphazard tables jarring- 
ly assembled around an achingly smoky 
bar — Alonso's looked, smelled and acted 
like the package goods store and bar it 
was, and it was the burger — what many 
college kids and regulars considered a 
gustatory rite of passage — that was the 
crown atop the whole grimy, unpreten- 
tious operation. 

Yet like many of the arterially deadly 
trends of yesteryear, the Alonso’s burger 
wobbled then fell to earth, under threat 
when the management of the venerable 
institution changed hands in 1999 and the 
food transferred from a cloak of grease 
and heaviness to the trendy little plates of 


Italian antipasti that the Classic Catering 
Company brought with them. 

Though the décor has changed — the 
place is notably brighter, and the old Colts 
jerseys are joined side-by-side with Ra- 
vens gear — Alonso’s, as of press time, 
has staved off the guillotine on its trade- 
mark hamburger, and continues to serve 
Baltimore’s juiciest, bulkiest patty — ideal 
with a slathering of condiments, six or 
seven slices of tomato, and a cold beer. 

While the Inner Harbor-based Five 
Guys chain might be the city’s burger joint 
du jour, and the meat certainly arrives at 
your table faster than the 25-minute cook- 
ing time necessary for an Alonso’s behe- 
moth, only this neighborhood staple can 
provide the burger that Baltimore will be 
depending on long after Five Guys has 
gone the route of Burger King. 


Best Ice Cream 


Sylvan Beach 
7 W. Preston St. 
Baltimore, MD 21201 
(410) 685-5752 

By ALEX BEGLEY 


Sylvan Beach Café and the Sylvan 
Beach Homemade Ice Cream Company 
are not just makers of delicious ice cream, 
they are makers of good feelings too. 

This is because the Sylvan Beach Foun- 
dation employs, educates and houses 
disadvantaged young adults. By offering 
career counseling and life skills training 
this ice cream store is helping to build a 
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Alfonso’s offers up a burger the size of a child, and you'll barely be able to hold both at the same time. 
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Sylvan Beach Café will blow your mind with good feelings and destroy your taste buds. 


stronger, more self-sufficient youth com- 
munity in Baltimore. And it doesn’t hurt 
that their ice cream is “oh I really don't 
need the extra-large waffle cone, but what 
the hell, why not, and give me two scoops 
of chocolate” good. 

Located just outside of Mt. Vernon, 
Sylvan Beach occupies a small yellow 
café that offers ice cream as well as 
food. They also house a library and of- 
fer games to enhance the youthful at- 
mosphere. 

Their ice cream isn’t too thick and 
creamy, like you'll find at Maggie Moo’s 
or Coldstone, but it’s no soft-serve. Instead 
it’s that perfect balance of homemade taste 
that is both light and sweet. 

Their list of ice cream is always chang- 
ing, but the chocolate and vanilla staples 
are always there. The best part about Syl- 
van Beach’s ice cream is that it is impos- 
sible to feel bad about ingesting all those 
high-calorie scoops, because all the mon- 
ey is going to a really fantastic cause. 


Best Italian 


Amicct’s 
231 §. High St. 
(410) 528-1096 


By STEPHEN BERGER 


Baltimore's Little Italy is known for 
its impressive array of restaurants, rang- 
ing from the dessert hot-spot Vaccaro’s 
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to the upscale Della Notte. Although 
the area isn’t very large in size, it can 
be a bustling hotspot of dining options, 
whether one’s seeking a popular res- 
taurant or some smaller-scale authentic 
Italian food. 

For a consistently delicious (and af- 
fordable) Italian meal, Amicci’s is your 
best bet. 

Amicci’s serves classic Italian and 
Italian-American dishes with a strong 
emphasis on fresh flavors and a home- 
made feel. Favorites include the antipas- 
to platter, chicken parmigiana, shrimp 
scampi and an out-of-this-world veggie 
gnocchi. 

The restaurant is located in a narrow 
100-year-old rowhouse that’s surprisingly 
large inside. Be prepared to wind through 
a couple of tight staircases to get to one of 
the four dining rooms. 

It’s the little touches at Amicci’s that 
strike you most: the fireplace in the up- 
stairs dining room, the smell of the extra 
virgin olive oil that tops almost every 
dish, the warm garlic bread, straight from 
the oven. 

This is what good, comfortable dining 
should feel like. 

Most of the plates at Amicci’s are big 
enough for two, so bring a date ora group 
of friends for a night out. (There's also a 
popular new bar downstairs.) For a spe- 
cial event, you can easily get a party menu 
for 15 or more. 

You won't find anything incredibly 
new or innovative on the menu at Am- 
icci’s — but that’s just the point: classic 
dishes, done well, just like at home. The 
next time you've got a craving for Italian, 
head downtown for Amicci’s. 
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Best Pizza 


Angelo’s 

3600 Keswick Rd. 

(410) 235-2595 

By SAMMY ROSE SALTZMAN 


If you've got a little extra time on 
your hands and a craving for delicious 
pizza, look no further than Angelo’s piz- 
zeria on the edge of Hampden. Walking 
in, you'll be hit with a glorious smell of 
cheese, fresh dough and oil, lots of glori- 
ous oil. 

Next, you'll look around and realize 
that you're not at the typical highfalutin 
Hampden eatery. Hopefully you'll be re- 
lieved to hear this —I sure am. Angelo’s 
is a great change from all the other places 
where you could have lunch in Hamp- 
den, where the food will cost twice as 
much and you risk it tasting half as good. 
Sit down in one of their plastic chairs at a 
crammed-in table by the door and you'll 
suddenly want to talk in a heavy Brook- 
lyn accent and “hit” a couple of guys who 
owe you money. What I’m trying to say is, 
the place is authentic. 

From the scrumptious pizza to the 
minimal decor, Angelo’s is unpretentious 
and we love them for it. The guys there 
know that pizza should only cost a couple 
of bucks and should have normal top- 
pings on it, none of this sun-dried tomato 
and goat cheese stuff. 

So, perhaps you're asking yourself, what 
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Angelo's in Hampden offers top-notch pizza in an unpretentious atmosphere. 





makes this pizza so good? Why would | 
want to subject myself to this sub-par din- 
ing atmosphere when I can walk a couple 
blocks and be treated like the fabulous per- 
son that I am? Well, the pizza has a crispy, 
thin crust with just the right amount of 
not-too-sweet sauce and a generous but not 
unnecessary amount of cheese. They have 
every pizza seasoning you could want and 
all kinds of traditional soda. 

Also, I guess I'll tell you what they’re 
most famous for, which is their massive 
slices and pizza pies. Angelo’s makes a 
20-foot-by-20-foot pizza pie, and it’s just 
as good as the smaller ones. Honestly, 
what more do you need in life? 


Best Sushi 


Matsurt 
1105 S. Charles St. 
(410) 752-8561 


By SAMMY ROSE SALTZMAN 


Take a quick drive or an $8 cab ride 
down to Federal Hill and you'll suddenly 
feel like you're in another city, one that 
makes good sushi. Matsuri is a small, 
quiet restaurant with a friendly, knowl- 
edgeable staff. It would be a great place to 
take a date or your parents, especially if 
they’re the ones picking up the tab. Pretty 
much everything on their menu is deli- 
cious. 

Start with one of their yummy appetiz- 
ers like their variety 
of yakis. Yaki is a dish 
of skewered meats or 
seafoods cooked in a 
delicious marinade. 
Also try their agé 
tofu, which is lightly 
fried and served with 
a light, sweet sauce. 

You definitely 
don’t want to miss 
out on Matsuri’s huge 
selection of sake or 
rice wine. If you are a 
sake lover, this is the 
place for you. 

Also, if you're sick 
of the typical seaweed 
salad offered at every 
other Japanese restau- 
rant, Matsuri’s options 
will be refreshing. 
They have a bunch of 
different salads with 
fresh meat or seafood 
that are brimming 
over with natural fla- 
vor. 

Hopefully you're 
not too full by this 
point, because there is 
a lot more wonderful 
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Charles Village’s bohemian hangout, One World Café, offers high-quality vegetarian and vegan food. 


food to be had. On the hot end of entrees 
they have the regular Japanese meals like 
teriyaki and donburi, which are so tasty 
you'll want to go in the back and give the 
chef a big hug. Or maybe not. 

Anyway, the main event would have to 
be the sushi. Nothing too fancy here — I 
don’t believe they have a sushi boat — so 
Niwana and Orient Express beat them on 
that front. Sushi boats notwithstanding, 
their creations are simple, beautiful and 
(most importantly) incredibly fresh. Their 
rolls are excellent but not overbearing and 
the sushi a la carte is as perfect as you 
could wish for. 

They have every type of sushi or sashi- 
mi you could wish for, and each piece is 
better than the one before it. The seaweed 
is fresh and doesnt’ have that salty taste 
that a lot of other places tend to have. All 
of the rice, whether it be in on the side of 
a hot dish or wrapped up cold for sushi, is 
light and tasty. 

All of these wonderful foods do not 
come cheap, though. It’s probably more 
economical to buy a sushi dinner than in- 


- dividual pieces, since they can run around 


$2-3 apiece. The hot meals will cost you 
$10 to $15, and appetizers are around five 
bucks a pop. 


Best Vegetarian 


One World Cafe 
100 W. University Pkwy. 
(410) 235-5777 
By SAL GENTILE 
So here’s the deal on One World Cafe: 


it’s cool. If you go there, no matter how 
unhip you are, you will automatically 





spasm into a bohemian, NPR-listening, 
New York Times-reading member of the in- 
telligentsia straight out of Rent. The only 
problem is that in Rent, they don’t pay. 
Unfortunately, at One World Café, you do. 
And up the kazoo. 

That’s okay, though, because it’s the 
most reliable, high-quality vegetarian 
dining in the area. Yes, you could go to 
the Yabba Pot, but One World is within 
walking distance. In fact, it’s the only 
place within walking distance of campus 
where you can’t get a half-priced eight- 
pound slab of meat ona bun sloshed with 
mustard, ketchup, relish and all other 
kinds of unthinkably cholesterol-pump- 
ing condiments. Therein lies One World’s 
appeal: it’s different. 

As far as specific menu items go, One 
World will rock you on at least three dif- 
ferent levels of hipsterness: breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. 

For breakfast, get one of their home- 
made muffins, or maybe the world-fa- 
mous (or at least city-famous) pancakes 
dripping with God knows what. Actually, 
God does know what: delicious vegan 
goodness, the best stuff on earth that 
doesn’t walk. 

One World is also just an interesting 
change of pace, and this may inadver- 
tently be one of its best qualities. It’s not 
particularly loud, the staff doesn’t wear 
flair and the dishes are inventive. The 
ingredients they’re working with re- 
quire imagination, and the food shows 
it. 

So my recommendation, maybe if just 
for one Sunday morning when you're 
feeling particularly out of syne with 
mainstream dietary culture, would be 
to check out One World Café. If not for 
their pancakes, their muffins or their 
quesadillas, then at least for the earth, 
since that’s what Mother Nature would 
want. 
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Best Bar 


Mahaffey’s 

2706 Dillon St. 
Baltimore, MD 21224 
(410) 276-9899 

By SIMON WAXMAN 


Selecting the best bar in Baltimore is 
no simple task. The city offers many op- 
tions for anyone looking to get a little 
buzzed. For beer selection there is no bet- 
ter than Max’s Taphouse in Fells Point. J. 
Patrick’s is the place to be for a more tra- 
ditional pub atmosphere. If you can stand 
the cramped quarters and yuppie crowd, 
Brewer's Art has great food and top-notch 
beer offerings. And if convenience is key, 
the Charles Village Pub is certainly a re- 
spectable option. But when it comes to the 
total package, a small venue in Canton 
called Mahaffey’s takes top honors. 

Mahaffey’s beer selection is wide rang- 
ing, although decidedly aimed towards 
the growing craft brew demographic. 
They are well stocked with mid-sized 
American varieties including Tréegs, Si- 
erra Nevada and Dogfish Head, as well as 
microbrews like the local Clipper City or 
Portland Maine’s Allagash brand of Bel- 
gian-style ales. There are also dozens of 
European choices from Germany, Eng- 
land, Belgium and elsewhere. The menu 
of draft and cask beers changes weekly, 
and dozens of additional bottles are al- 
ways available. 

Perhaps the best point about Ma- 
haffey’s is the daily happy hour until 7 
p-m. and the Monday happy hour after 8 
p-m. Most of their weekly menu is avail- 
able at the astonishing rate of three for $4 
— that’s 30 oz. of world-class brews. 

Mahaffey’s also boasts an impressive 
and comprehensive dinner menu. They 
have standard appetizers — the rosemary 
and garlic fries are definitely tasty, but 
not as good as those of Brewer’s Art — as 
well as soups, chili and salads. There is 
also a line of delicious chicken and steak 
sandwiches and hamburgers. Mahaffey’s 
likes to have some fun dressing up these 
traditional favorites; hence the “Gran- 
nie” chicken, which features fried apples 
and the habanero burger with cheddar, 
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bacon and up to three habanero peppers 
for those hoping for some real excitement 
and possibly oral numbness. 

The staff is friendly and helpful and, 
equally important, has the right taste in 
music. I was pretty much sold when they 
played Johnny Cash and the Grateful 
Dead in succession during my first visit. 

Overall, the excellent beer, good food, 
reasonable prices and a relaxed ambiance 
make Mahaffey’s a consistent winner. 


Best Baltimore 
Band 


Dan Deacon 


By WILLIAM PARSCHALK 


If you haven't poked your head in the 
local Baltimore music scene, then you've 
been sorely missing out. Charm City 
breeds some of the most bizarre and in- 
novative musicians in the country. Of the 
many homegrown performers who suc- 
cesfully fuse together Baltimore’s eccen- 
tric qualities and threatening demeanor, 
Dan Deacon tops them all. 

Deacon is best known for his sonic 
clash of 8-bit Nintendo-like keyboard 
riffs, distorted vo- 
cals and geeky ap- 
pearance. His brand 
of musical stylings is 
a little like listening 
to your Sega Genesis 
take acid midway 
through a furious 
session of Sonic the 


Hedgehog. That's 
what makes him so 
damn cool. 


Deacon is a sta- 
ple of the informal, 
do-it-yourself rock 
scene here in Balti- 
more, which is an- 
other testament to 
his greatness. He 
doesn’t circulate the 
city through big rock 
venues like Rams 
Head Live! and the 
Recher, but rather 
prefers the allure of 


SSS ora SS 
oe les : =24 Peay 
aaa ——- 


the small basement show, the raw power 
that can be unleashed in a large rundown 
warehouse and the casual festivity of 
your occasional street festival. All of the 
best bands in Charm City appreciate the 
intimacy of the basement show, and Dan 
Deacon is no exception. 

Fortunately it looks like he has no big 
plans for relocating anytime soon, so do 
yourself a favor and check out Dan Dea- 
con’s act sometime before the rest of the 
world catches on to his brilliance. 


Best Beer 
National Bohemian 


By MATTHEW MURRAY 


National Bohemian Beer has been 
around for a long time. How long, you 
ask? Before the dinosaurs, in fact ... and 
when I say dinosaurs I mean your old, 
lumpy and grumpy great-grandparents 
that have been dead for ages. The booze 
brewed since 1885 has a lot of history 
behind its likable icon, Mr. Boh, and its 
delightful tinny taste. 

First called the official beer of Balti- 
more in 1961, “Natty Boh” (as the locals 
call it) has a distinct gritty, grimy flavor 
that matches the attitude of a blue-collar 
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Listening to the local artist Dan Deacon is like living inside a video game. 
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The legendary Natty Bo is a Baltimore favorite. 


kind of town like Baltimore. The white 
cans, which give off a distinct glimmer 
when sweaty, come in convenient packs 
of 6, 12 and 24. Although breweries for 
National Bohemian have all closed (the 
last standing in 1978 has been turned- 
into a trendy apartment and storage 
complex), the beer is still made with the 
same kind of Baltimore brutality by the 
Miller Brewing Company in Milwau- 
kee, Wisc. 

' Sure, people may go crazy over mi- 
crobrews and other kinds of fancy- 
schmancy hops hullabaloos, but people 
forget that beer brewed for the masses 
and dive bars like National Bohemian 
also uses fine grains, pure water and 
hand-picked yeast. 

Cheaply priced and easy to find, 
National Bohemian is just the kind of 
beer to make any Friday night just that 
much more exciting. Mr. Boh, the mas- 
cot that appears on every can and piece 
of merchandise sponsored by National 
Bohemian, sports a dapper handlebar 
mustache and welcoming smile inviting 
all who spot his face to drink until their 
bellies burst. Additionally, “The Boh 
Man’ is such a popular figure that many 
claim he is also the mascot of Charm City. 
(Heck, people even suggested they put his 
face on those famous benches!) If you've 
already embraced the “Greatest City in 
America,” kick back, buy some brews- 
kies, and try the beer “from the land of 
pleasant living.” There is no doubt about 
it that you will jump out of your seat and 
exclaim, “Boy, what a beer!” 














Best Cheap Date 


Tulip Garden 
4100 Greenway St. 
By SAMMY ROSE SALTZMAN 


Picture yourself strolling through a lush, 
verdant garden, tulips of all colors breaking 
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With its lush lawns and floods of flowers, the Tulip Garden provides a romantic — and cost-free — setting. 


forth from the ground to greet the rebirth 
of spring, children playing, birds chirping 
and fluttering about the shade trees. At ev- 
ery turn you're greeted with a scene of nat- 
ural beauty, myriad blossoms and buds, all 
equally beautiful and unique ... 

Now stop imagining, grab your sweet- 
heart and head a few short blocks north of 
campus. Nestled between the mansions of 
Guilford lies a delightful tulip garden, re- 
plete with everything young lovers enjoy. 

Bring a book, a blanket, a picnic basket, 


or better yet, a pair of eyes you could stare 
into all afternoon. 

Though modest in size, the garden is laid 
out in a meandering way, with a fresh view 
beyond each patch of tulips. Here, there 
are as many gardens as there are places to 
stand. The flower beds create nooks of shade 
or ee commanding views of the garden as 
well as private corners. A clear day w ill also 
provide scenery above the ground. The soft 
grass and gentle slopes serve as the perfect 
recline for any dreamers w ishing to merely 
watch the clouds float by ... 

Time can stand still in this grove, a wel- 
come change of pace from endlessly im- 
manent university deadlines. A few short 
blocks and you'll be a million miles away. 
Forget your assignments for now; they'll be 
waiting for you when you cross back over 
University Parkway. 


Best Indie Venue 


The Ottobar 
2549 Howard St. 
(410) 662-0069 


By ZACHARY GOODMAN 


When you're talking about Baltimore 
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¢ Great price 
e Great location 


e Outstanding purchase value 
¢ For immediate delivery 


SRTAINMENT 


concert venues, there are basically two 
kinds. You have giant ones that accommo- 
date lots of people and attract big names 
(Sonar Lounge, Recher Theatre, and Rams 
Head Live) and small, intimate venues 
that draw mostly local acts (Lo-Fi Social 
Club, Charm City Art Space). 

So you're either going to a cavernous 
concert hall to share your musical experi- 
ence crammed among a few thousand oth- 
er fans, or you're going to a cool hole-in-the- 
wall to watch bands you've never heard of. 

But there’s one place that bridges the 
gap, and it’s within walking distance 
from campus. 

For my money, the Ottobar is the best 
place to see a show in Baltimore. 

Located at nearby 25th and Howard 
Streets, it’s got the size and recognition to 
attract big-name artists while still main- 
taining its local club charm. Cram 500 
kids in there and you've got a show with 
more power and energy than anything 
Sonar could muster. 

And there are plenty of ways to enjoy 
shows there. Get in the thick of things on 
the floor, get an overhead view from the 
balcony off to the left of the stage or en- 
joy a drink and a cigarette in the cool bar 
in back. The Ottobar attracts just about 
everyone, from cultish local acts to big 
names. They’ve hosted acts such as My 
Chemical Romance, Thrice, Poison the 
Well, the Gorilla Biscuits and so many 
more. So go take in some rock and roll. 








e Great amenities 
e Purchase incentives for you 
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village-lofts.com. 


smart living in the heart of charles village 
3201 st paul street baltimore maryland 410.243.0324 


STRUEVER BROS. ECCLES & ROUSE 


Transforming America’s Cities 
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Best Movie 


Theatre 


The Charles Theatre 
1711 North Charles St. 
(410) 727-3464 


By SAL GENTILE 


The Charles Theatre offers something 
actually quite rare in this town: a place to 
see some decent independent film not too 
far from campus. 

Compared with alternatives such as 
the AMC in Towson or the Loews in 
White Marsh, The Charles has one fantas- 
tic thing going for it: its lack of obnoxious- 
ly uncouth high school hooligans. 

Okay, maybe that’s a little harsh since, 
at some point, we were all obnoxiously 
uncouth. Maybe you were even what the 
old people call a “bad seed.” But now that 
you're in college, and you get to be snooty 
about your taste in film without remorse, 
the Charles is, without a doubt, the best 
place to go. 

Never mind the large penguin in the 
lobby. Never mind the free posters or the 
dimly lit eatery and lounge. Never mind 
the crépe place next door. The Charles 
offers you one thing Towson and White 
Marsh can't: good movies. 

The place is also quiet, well-kept and 
comfortable. The theatres themselves aren't 
very large, which facilitates two things: a 
good view and a quiet atmosphere. Those 
rowdy hordes of 15-year-old hand-holders 
throwing popcornin Towson wouldn’teven 
be able to fit into the seats at the Charles 
with the packs they travel in these days, 
never mind the fact that the subject matter 
is usually too sophisticated anyway. 

So if you're looking for some intelli- 
gent and provocative film, and you want 
to get away from the little incarnations 
of 15-year-old that run around you at the 
theaters in Towson or White Marsh, check 
out the Charles Theatre. If not for the 

films, then for the penguin. 


Best Museum 


Walters Art Museum 
600 N. Charles St. 
(410) 547-9000 


By ALEXANDER TRAUM 


While some might claim that the best 
art museum in Baltimore is the venerable 
institution adjacent to our campus, there 
is another one in the running for this title. 
Though smaller in size and breadth than 
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the Baltimore Museum of Art, the Walters 
Art Museum offers an intimate setting with 
works spanning nearly 55 centuries from 
continents across the globe. Despite the con- 
spicuous absence of 20th-century artworks, 
the Walters’ diversity and range is impres- 
sive for the modestly sized space. Egyptian, 
Greek and Roman, Islamic, Medieval, Re- 
naissance and 18th- and 19th-century Euro- 
pean and American art form the core of the 
collection. Yet the Walters also has excellent 
holdings of East Asian bronzes and Asian 
ceramics. This is not to mention the Walters’ 
manuscript and rare book collections, one 
of the most extensive in the nation. 

In its ancient collections, particularly 
outstanding are its Ancient Egyptian 
and Near Eastern holdings. From An- 
cient Egypt, statuary, reliefs, stelae, fu- 
nerary objects, jewelry and objects from 
daily life are included. The ancient Near 
Eastern collection covers 2,500 years of 
the ancient Mesopotamian, Persian, Le- 
vantine, Syrian and Anatolian civiliza- 
tions. 

The Walters’ collection of medieval 
art is one of the finest in the country. The 
medieval galleries feature a broad array 
of materials employed by artists and ar- 
tisans of the day. Medieval metalwork, 
sculpture, stained glass, textiles, icons 
and other types of paintings are displayed 
here. Especially outstanding objects from 
this collection are the Rubens Vase and 
the sculpted heads from the royal Abbey 
of St. Denis. 

Similar to its Medieval holdings, the 
Walters’ collection of European Renais- 
sance and Baroque art includes not only 
paintings, but sculpture, furniture, ce- 
ramics, metal work, jewelry, arms and ar- 
mor and even locks and keys as well. This 
diversity allows one to get a glimpse into 
the culture and this rich period of creative 
production. 

In addition to its galleries, the Walters 
also hosts educational programs for chil- 
dren and adults. These include lectures 


and guided tours directed for the both 
the novel and experienced museum goer. 
The Museum’s physically small size yet 
extensive holdings makes the Walters Art 
Museum the best art museum to be found 
in Baltimore. Just make sure you don't tell 
that to its big brother up the street. 


Best Place to 


Take Parents 


Baltimore Museum of Art 
10 Art Museum Dr. 
(143) 573-1700 


By ALEX BEGLEY 


Parents do a lot for us. Among the 
multitude of things they go out of their 
way for, they truck us on down to Balti- 
more, they constantly worry and check 
that we're eating right and doing well and 
they pay the big bucks when it comes to 
our education. So allow them a genuine 
breath of fresh air when they’re in town 
by taking them to the Baltimore Museum 
of Art, an ideal location for a multitude of 
reasons. 

First, it’s close. They’ve already spent 
possibly all day on the road; the last thing 
they’d want is to roll on over to the Inner 
Harbor just so they can get roped in with 
the heavy tourist-trap costs. The idea that 
such a nexus of culture is so close must 
also be very reassuring. 

Second, there’s more to explore than 
just the art. Take Gertrude’s for example, 
quite possibly the classiest joint within 
walking distance, and certainly serving 
some of the tastiest meals. Gertrude’s is 
the sort of place where you can easily for- 
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The Baltimore Museum of Art is a great way to spend a day with your parents when they visit. 
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get that Baltimore has some of the highest 
crime rates in the country. If you’re not 
down for lunch or getting too deep into 
the galleries, then there’s always the gift 
shop, featuring a nice collection of knick- 
knacks, books, posters and all that sort of 
memorabilia that they would perhaps like 
to bring back with them. 

Third, the art itself is pretty damn 
high-class. Sure, this isn’t the Met or the 
Smithsonian, but they still showcase a 
well-collected assortment of works by a 
variety of famous artists, multiple wings 
to satisfy any time period which you may 
be interested in. In the past they’ve had 
some absolutely fantastic exhibits. Cur- 
rently presented is a compilation of 45 
serene and pensive works by the French 
artist Pisarro. 

Fourth, did we mention that the mu- 
seum is free to Hopkins students? That'll 
definitely take some of the burden off of 
having a quality time. When the weather's 
nice, the sculpture garden is an ideal spot 
for a casual stroll, and often they host free 
programming, both outside and in. 

The BMA is great for parents. It’s local, 
it’s cheap (for you) and it’s abundant in 
enjoyable activities to pass the time. 


Best Sports 


Venue 


Camden Yards 
333 W. Camden St. 
(410) 243-8415 


By ZACH GOODMAN 


__ Rightin the Inner Harbor there isa shin- 
Ing gem, a monument to all that is base- 
ball. Even in 2007 — Camden Yards’ 15th 
birthday — the Baltimore Orioles’ home is 
still regarded as one of the best stadiums 
in baseball. Camden was a major trendset- 
ter in stadium architecture, the first major 
league park to weave a retro, asymmetri- 
cal feel in with modern conveniences. Just 
about every stadium blueprint since has 
been built on the same ideas. 

But few students realize the best thing 
about Camden Yards: accessibility. Hop on 
the No. 3 bus on Saint Paul St. and it'll take 
you all the way to the Inner Harbor, where 
you'll be about a block away from the park. 
Bring your J-Card ona Friday and you can 
get a seat in the left field upper deck for 
$6. Sure, it’s not the best seat in the house, 
but you'll be surprised by how nice a view 
you'll get. Almost every seat in the park isa 
800d seat. And at how many minor league 
parks can you take in a game for under $10, 
let alone the majors? 


Baseball season just started. What are 
you waiting for? 








Best Bookstore 


Normals 

425 E. 31st St. 

(410) 243-6888 

By STEPHEN BERGER 


A place like Barnes and Noble is great 
for the latest New York Times bestseller or 
one of those “great books” that make up 
the core of a library. But the serious book 
collector, or even just someone who just 
likes to read, needs a little more. That’s 
where Normals comes in. 

Normals is anything but a, well, nor- 
mal bookstore (you had to see that one 
coming). Located just five blocks east of 
campus, this collectively operated store 
seems to have a little of everything. 

The main draw at Normals is the books: 
thousands of them, filling almost every 
wall and all the space in between. They 
are mostly old or secondhand, mostly rare 
and covering almost any topic imagin- 
able, from art to Zen. 

There are few things more satisfying 
than finally finding that one rare book 
you've been after for months. You’re much 
more likely to find it at a place like Nor- 
mals, hidden on a back shelf behind an 
stack of dusty magazines than on eBay or 
Amazon.com (not to mention, the in-per- 
son hunt is a whole lot more fun!). 

An impressive book collection isn’t all, 
however. You'll also 
find a good selection 
of music, also featur- 
ing mostly lesser- 
known indie artists 
— including actual 
LPs! A variety of 
magazines and jour- 
nals as well as books 
from smaller presses 
are available too. 

In the end, it’s 
the books that keep 
people coming back 
to Normals. Even if 
you're not looking 
for a particular book, 

just walking around 
the store and brows- 
ing through the 
shelves is rewarding 
enough. 





Best Boys’ Gilts 


Atomic Books 
1100 W. 36th St. 
(410) 662-4444 


By WILLIAM PARSCHALK 


Say you're looking for an ideal place to 
find that ideal gift. Why select from the mun- 
dane and commonplace choices you would 
find in shopping venues like the Towson or 
White Marsh malls when you can hop on 
over to a more unique store with tons of Bal- 
timore flair? Atomic Books in Hampden is a 
convenient walk or ride away from Home- 
wood campus, and features a bevy of fine 
goods from which to purchase a gift. 

Atomic Books of course specializes in 
literature, and we're not talking about 
your average Da Vinci Code bestseller. 
Carrying a wide selection of independent 
and small press comic books, they also 
have a number of alternative magazines 
and zines, various knick-knacks and trin- 
kets such as clocks that count down to 
George Bush’s removal from office. 

They have a pleasant variety of toys, 
many falling within the childish category, 
such as zoo-animal figurines, as well as 
projectile launchers, such as their apple 
shooter (which shoots chunks of apple, of 
course). If you’re looking for an off-beat 
DVD, then Atomic Books is also worth 
checking into. They carry a nice, small 
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Atomic Books in Hampden specializes in small press comic books and zines. 
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collection of titles, from Mike Judge’s Id- 
iocracy to music video anthologies. Be 
sure to pick up some of the free literature 
at the front of the store. 

Atomic Books should have something to 
please any average guy, but even if you don’t 
find that choice good, they can direct you 
to a location that might. Atomic has a sister 
store just a block away, Atomic Pop, which 
is also worth checking out, particularly for 
the contemporary art-pop conscious. 

Atomic Pop is focused on selling most- 
ly designer toys — Kubricks, Rat Fink and 
the like. Sure, most of the toys are kind of 
useless, but they all do look pretty cool. 
Atomic Pop also houses a decent assort- 
ment of books, many on graffiti, art, ar- 
chitecture and design. 


Best Window 
Shopping 


Hampden 


By STEPHANIE YU 


Window shopping is a perfect pastime 
for a college student: it’s free and it’s a great 
form of exercise. Many students already 
have it down to a science — they wear the 
right shoes, know where to take a lunch 
break and know all the right spots. 

Unfortunately, there's a lack of quality 
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There are plenty of windows and lots of shopping to do in Hampden, where window shopping is an art. 


window-shopping areas around Charles 
Village. The Gallery at Inner Harbor in- 
volves either a pricey cab ride or the un- 
reliable Collegetown Shuttle system to 
get you there. Towson Town Center is 
accessible only to those who have cars. 
What many students don’t realize is that 
the best window-shopping spot is within 
walking distance. 

Hampden is a great place to get all your 
window shopping done. While you could 
get a shuttle van to drive you over, half the 
fun of going to Hampden is getting there 
by foot. Most people will get there by cut- 
ting through the wooded area behind the 
lacrosse field. The walk is really pleasant 
when the weather is right — but it would 
be best to wear sneakers since some of the 
walk is a slightly rocky downhill tread. 

Once you get out of the woods, make 
your way over to 36th Street. There you'll 
find a variety of quaint stores that will be 
able to keep you occupied for hours. 

Up and down 36th Street are several 
clothing stores that range from pricey 
boutiques to second-hand shops. Both 
are great for window shopping. If you're 
a crate digger, True Vine and Own Guru 
are two record stores which will help you 
cure your vinyl-itch. 

Once you get tired from walking around 
all day, several cafes and restaurants will 
fulfill your needs. Café Hon, for instance, 
which plays off the Baltimore kitsch we 
know and love, serves up traditional com- 
fort food that is perfect for refueling after a 

rigorous day of window shopping. 
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Best Boys’ 
Bathroom 


Mattin Center 
F. Ross Jones Building 
Second Floor 


By WILLIAM PARSCHALK 


There’s no doubt that the Mattin Cen- 
ter is one of the best locations on campus, 
housing an incredible assortment of of- 
fices and spaces convenient for student 
use. 

The Digital Media Center, music prac- 
tice rooms, art studios, a dark room, Silk 
Road restaurant, a black-box theatre, a 
dance studio — all of these things make 
the Mattin Center great. In addition to 
those things are their quality men’s bath- 
rooms. 

Since the News-Letter started publish- 
ing these Best of Baltimore guides, the 


Mattin Center has consistently won best 
bathroom, although the specific bath- 
rooms have changed each year. 

This year’s award goes to the second 
floor bathroom in the F. Ross Jones build- 
ing for a multitude of reasons. 

First of all, unlike its predecessor, the 


first-floor bathroom in the Morris W. Offit | 


building, it doesn’t receive as much foot 
traffic, which means anytime you have 
business to do, you get a lot of quality “me 
time.” 

And unlike the first winner, the sec- 
ond-floor men’s room in that same build- 
ing, Jones’ bathroom is much tidier. 

When a guy needs to go, he wants to 
either get in there and get the job done, or 
escape for just a few minutes the daily toil 
we all face. 

This bathroom is accommodating in its 
dark, pensive ambiance. 

One major benefit is the fact that it 
looks like it’s rarely used, so it’s almost al- 
ways clean — hopefully this review won't 
spoil the room’s reputation — and it is 
graffiti free. 

There is no natural light, so you can 
very much imagine it as a cocoon, sepa- 
rated from the outside world. It really lets 
a dude think. 


Best A&S Course 
Abnormal Psychology 


_ Prof. Aaron Noonberg 
By SAMMY ROSE SALTZMAN 


This may not seem like the typical best 
| class in Arts & Sciences, but it’s really a 
fun time. Basically you learn all about 
crazy people and what makes them crazy, 
and you're taught all of this by a ridicu- 
lously hilarious professor. 

The class covers everything from sex- 
ual disorders to childhood mental dis- 
eases, and everything in between. The 
textbook is well written and interesting, 
using a ton of real-life case studies to 
bring to life the disorders you’re learn- 
| ing about. 

Professor Aaron Noonberg, however, 
is probably the greatest thing about this 
class. He’s like your own personal Clint 
Eastwood who talks about a patient who 
tried to get in his pants during manic 
episode. Seriously though, he looks a lot 
like Clint and has a great swagger and a 





southern twang in his speech. 

Noonberg is a lecturer in the psy- 
chology department and is a forensic 
psychologist when he’s not giving out- 
rageous lectures. As a result, most of 
the patients he tells the class about have 
been arrested for their actions resulting 
from a mental disease. Sound like fun 
yet? 

One of my favorite stories of his oc- 
cured in the first few months he was in 
practice. A patient of his called him up 
after one of their first sessions and said, 
“You have to let me do it, you have to let 
me do it or I’ll kill myself.” Turns out she 
was telling Noonberg that if he didn’t let 
her give him oral sex she would kill her- 
self. 

In what other class at Hopkins will you 
hear a story like this? None, because No- 
onberg only teaches this class. 

It’s not an easy A, though. There are 
four multiple-choice midterms that aren’t 
too painful if you take the time to study. 
Luckily the material is pretty interest- 
ing so you shouldn't fall asleep on your 
books. This class also accepts Experime- 
trix credit, which is always a great way to 
boost your grade without actually doing 
any extra schoolwork. 


SS ee 


Best Hopkins 


Administrator 
Susan Boswell, 
Dean of Students 


By XIAO-BO YUAN 


At various times during the year, 
Dean of Students Susan Boswell can 
be found scooping ice cream and cut- 
ting cake in Levering, debating issues 
with student leaders on WJHU’s new 
show The Beach or generally milling 
about campus. It doesn’t sound like an 
achievement in itself, but Boswell’s ac- 
cessibility has made her one of the most 
consistently helpful administrators on 
campus. 

Perhaps it’s a symptom of her position 
as Dean of Students, but we think not. The 
truth is, Boswell has always made herself 
available for students, whether to discuss 
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individual problems or sprawling chang- 
es on campus. 

Her openness to frank discussion is 
also commendable. As the only admin- 
istrator who regularly comments on the 
panel of The Beach, a radio newsweekly, 
Boswell has tackled issues from the Sig- 
ma Chi controversy to campus diversity 
to security concerns in a public way that 
is rarely seen with other administrators. 
Her dedication to transparency should be 
a model for other University officials. 

An honorable mention in this category 
must go to the departing University chap- 
lain Sharon Kugler, who will be moving 
on to Yale after having served at Hopkins 
for 15 years. 

Kugler’s dedication to religious di- 
versity, on both an academic and practi- 
cal level, has made her a visible leader in 
modern chaplaincy. Although religion 
is by no means central to the Hopkins 
campus, Kugler has made the University 
a hospitable environment for people of 
diverse faiths, and has transformed the 
Bunting-Meyerhoff Interfaith Center into 
a bustling community. She will be missed 
here. 


Dean Susan Boswell, here with Provost Stephen Knapp, 
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Gilman Hall, heart of the humanities and social sciences, occupies a warm spot in our hearts. 


Best Campus 


katery 
Blue Jay Café 


By CINDY CHEN 


Dear Freshmen, when I was your age, 
the Blue Jay Café used to be called Mega- 
Bytes. And I don’t know if anyone has 
mentioned this to you, but you used to be 
able to walk straight into it by way of the 
AMR II turnstiles, after your frisbee fete in 
the freshman quad. Doesn’t your Hopkins 
mind find it bizarre that they would loop 
you around to the back when the most ob- 
vious route between your food and you is a 
straight line? (You're fortunate if you live in 
Buildings A or B.) I certainly do. 

I've thought about this a lot. This, in 
fact, is all I can think about when I scale 
that Building A-B-FFC fortress to get to 
the Blue Jay Café. And I’ve realized that if 
no obstacles stood between the Café and 
the rest of campus, in a week’s time, the 
place would look like a stampede had just 
run through it. Pizzas, pastas — they’re 
pretty readily available at either Nolan’s 
or Fresh Food. Sushi and salads are ev- 
erywhere. And sandwiches, well, you can 
even make your own. 

But Blue Jay is beyond just these basics. 
It’s ahumble-looking place, but itis sure to 
meet every craving of your junk food fan- 
tasies. Curly fries (that didn’t exist in the 
MegaBytes era), burgers that drip, pizzas 
the size of your face, nachos with pretty 
much everything on them; all of these are 
purchasable with the dining dollars your 
folks already paid for. 

And the whole of this wealth is avail- 
able into the morning hours. Blue Jay Café 
has a special spot in everyone's heart for 
delivering comfort food in the loneliest of 
hours. Speaking personally, | remember 

being touched to the point of tears when a 





bout of 11 p.m. homesickness for Califor- 
nia was consoled with just a modest dab 
of guacamole. 

Freshmen, you might not appreciate 
this rightnow, butyou’ll know whatI mean 
when you find yourself trekking back to 
that place when you're sophomores. 


Best Campus 
Building 
Gilman Hall 


By HEATHER BARBAKOFF 


Any iconic picture of the Homewood 
campus worth its salt will contain Gilman 
Hall and its landmark bell tower. Gilman’s 
historical importance combined with the 
building’s quirkiness earns it the title of best 
campus building. Gilman is the Hogwarts 
of Hopkins — staircases seem to move, 
while classrooms spontaneously disappear, 
windows suddenly emerge — and with the 
entrance starting on the second floor, Gil- 
man Hall, named for the University’s first 
president, Daniel Coit Gilman, may seem 
like an unlikely choice for best building. 

Granted, it’s the oldest academic build- 
ing on campus and it emits sounds as 
though the ghosts of pre-meds past haunt 
the basement classrooms, clanking the ra- 
diator pipes. But it’s got the most character 
of any other building on campus. Where 
else on campus can you study until 5 a.m. 
and then take a nap on an overstuffed 
couch? Or hang out with Lotus, Hopkins’ 
very own mummy, which is located in the 
third-floor archeological museum? 

Among the building’s multiple semi- 
nar rooms is one which contains a genu- 
ine historical artifact. President Wood- 
row Wilson earned his doctorate at Johns 
Hopkins. Lore has it that he once became 
bored in history class and carved his ini- 
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tials into the side of the seminar table. 
This table is still in use in the history 
seminar room, located near the History 
department office in Gilman. 

Lastly, it’s the presence of the ubiqui- 
tous bell tower and Room 500 that sets 
Gilman apart. Chiming at every quarter 
hour, the bell tower is the ultimate au- 
thority for time at Hopkins. 

Gilman Hall is slated to be renovated in 
2008 in an effort to modernize the build- 
ing. Hopefully any chances made will 
keep not only the integrity of this histori- 
cal building intact, but its charm too. 


Best Catchphrase 
“Oh, Hopkins!” 


By HEATHER BARBAKOFF 


It’s the only response you can think 
of to answer those terribly awkward mo- 
ments, when you're at a loss for words 
or when you just don’t know how to ver- 


_ balize the combination of amusement 


and disapproval in your stomach. It’s 
for those times when you hear that the 
day the spring semester course offerings 
come out is the happiest day of the year 
for some of your friends, or that read- 
ing period is the perfect time of year be- 
cause the library never closes. And that 
drunken guy you met last night? Well, 
the conversation went from discussing 
music and TV to an intense debate over 
German philosophy. 

What pops into your head at times like 
these is the simple yet effective catch- 
phrase: “Oh, Hopkins!” Used to describe 
the myriad of feelings induced by the 
combination of pride and bewilderment 
for what happens on this campus, “Oh 
Hopkins!” effectively conveys the proper 
amount of sarcasm for a situation, while 
deep down the speaker knows that at the 
core, they are no better. 

Hopkins’ campus is home to a lot of 
unique and talented students. There are 
most definitely moments that occur here 
that are hard to imagine happening any- 
where else. Whether they be HopCops rid- 
ing around on Segways, a display of pink 
flamingos on the Upper Quad bearing 
only two signs: “No message” and “Please 
don’t steal the flamingos,” or when you're 
stuck studying on the floor of the D-level 
stacks at 3 o'clock on Sunday afternoon 
because every other desk in the library is 
full, these moments can be thought of as 
“quintessentially” Hopkins. 

So next time you're confronted with an 
unusual display by a student group, an 
interesting advertisement or somebody 
merely having the confidence to express 
themselves, take note of what your im- 
mediate response is. Chances are you or 
the person next to you will chuckle, “Oh, 
Hopkins!” 
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Best Dormitory 
Charles Commons 


By MAX McKENNA 


New, spacious, clean and innovative, 
Charles Commons is not only the best 
dorm at Hopkins, but the best dorm in all 
of Baltimore. 

Charles Commons has everything go- 
ing for it. Though it is technically a dor- 
mitory, it’s almost unfair to call it that 
since it doesn’t carry any connotations of 
“dorm”: Charles Commons has little in 
common with the AMRs or even McCoy 
and Wolman. It’s more like an apartment 
building, where all the tenants happen to 
be Hopkins students. 

By combining suite-style living with 
individual rooms, Charles Commons of- 
fers more privacy than any other accom- 
modation on campus while never losing 
the friendship-building camaraderie 
essential to a dorm. Having one’s own 
space, as well as a communal kitchen and 
bathroom, is excellent preparation for the 
junior year apartment. 

In addition to great living space, the 
building is beautiful. If you get high 
enough, there’s a fantastic view of down- 
town Baltimore, reminding you that 
you're actually part of a big city. Nolan’s 
on 33rd, one of the better places to eat 
on campus, is chic and stylish, and has 
a performance stage with the occasional 
jazz ensemble: a true student cafeteria. 
And with the new Barnes & Noble and 
Starbucks on the ground floor, residents 
of Charles Commons would never need 
to leave the building if they didn’t have 
to go to class. 

Best of all: Charles Commons is new. 
Having opened just this year, it will be 
a good 10 years before it starts getting 
grubby. And by that point, we'll all have 
graduated. 


__ COURTESY OF WILL KIRK 
The Commons wins for sparkling new amenities. 
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Best Engineering 


Course 


BME in the Real World 
Prof. Aleksander Popel 
By CINDY CHEN 


To locate the best engineering course, 
your instincts should point you to none 
other thanour Hopkins brand. Our 
Department of Biomedical Engineer- 
ing would really have made Mr. Johns 
Hopkins smile — we're the no. 1 under- 
graduate program in the United States, 
a nation at the forefront of the field. 
(Duke might have the longer end of 
the lacrosse stick, but we pretty consis- 
tently have been the better BMEs. Even 
U.S. News and World Report is convinced 
of this.) 

That said, the gem of the department, I 
believe, is Biomedical Engineering in the 
Real World (580.202). 

It’s offered every spring and meets once 
each week. Props should really go to the 
department for organizing a truly diverse 
line-up of guests and alumni. Speak- 
ers representing both sides of the medi- 
cine-industry career split came with en- 
thusiasm and rumors of new technology. 

But because this takes place in the 
afternoon, the tendency is to slip into a 
nap. If, however, you listen in, their pre- 
sentations should scare you a little. As 
charts melt into charts you start to real- 
ize that a lot of what they say may never 
make sense. 

Sometimes the speaker might reveal 
that it took him eight sleepless weeks to 
design the elbow of that prosthetic arm. 
But mainly, if you’re paying attention at 
all, it should freak you out more than a 
little to realize that this is not something 
that gets easier if you're not in love with 
it. This is not to say that there aren't peo- 
ple who fall in love every week. Stories 
of pacemakers have set our Row One 

enthusiasts on fire lecture after lecture. 
But for some of us, this is the warning 
we needed. 

It might hurt a little to realize that 
you're not cut out for the rigor of high 
technology, but do consider this the gen- 
tlest spanking you could ever receive 
in Whiting. This sort of mercy is rare in 
engineering, and many have attested to 
this. BME in the Real World is kindly de- 
signed to walk you out to the real world. 
And they’re giving you one credit as con- 
solation. 

The final is a survey quiz, asking ge- 
nerically for your likes and dislikes. And 
you would probably pencil in something 
as bland as, “I liked the marketing cross- 
over,” or even more simply: “It opened up 
my understanding of BME.” And most of 
us would have said the same. 





APRIL 12, 2007 














ee 4 


SHIV GANDHI/NEWS-LETTER 


There's absolutely nobody else we could have imagined as the best female athlete other than Mary Key. 


Best Female 
Athlete 


Mary Key 


Lacrosse 


By ZACH GOODMAN 


There's really only one person we can 
pick. Senior attacker Mary Key of the wom- 
en’s lacrosse team is probably the most dom- 
inant athlete in Baltimore on any level of 
competition. Players like her come around 
once in a generation, tearing through long- 
standing records and completely taking 
over the field every time they step on it. 

High praise, right? Here are the facts 
that back it up: she holds the Hopkins Di- 
vision I record for single-game points — 
which she set this season with 13 points 
in a 20-4 drubbing of Oregon, the Hop- 
kins D-I record for career goals and the 
Hopkins all-time record for assists. After 
scoring six points (five goals and an assist) 
on Sunday against Vanderbilt, she tied 
Karen Ema (Delaware ’84) for fifth on the 
all-time Division I career points list. Plus 
she entered a tie for second for D-I career 
assists. Last year she led the NCAA with 
a record-setting 6.31 goals per game, was 
a finalist for the Tewaaraton Trophy (the 
highest award in college lacrosse), made 
the First Team AII-ALC (American La- 
crosse Conference), was an Inside Lacrosse 
All-American, and was WomensLacrosse. 
com’s All-American and Intercollegiate 


Women’s Lacrosse Coaches Association 
(IWLCA)/US Lacrosse All-America. 

She’s pretty good. Go see her play be- 
fore she graduates. Hopkins lax won't be 
the same without her. 


Best Girls’ 


Bathroom 
The Hut 


By SAMMY ROSE SALTZMAN 


You may be thinking, How is the rest- 
room in the Albert D. Hutzler Undergrad- 
uate Reading Room (“the Hut”) the best? 
I'll tell you how. 

Last year we praised one of the Mattin 
Center bathrooms for its Privacy, décor 
and cleanliness. This year I am judging 
on comedic value. That's right, comedic 
value, folks. Right outside the Hut’s love- 
ly washroom is a bulletin board of com- 
ments from frequent Hut users about var- 
ious things. Some are complimentary (“I 
like how tidy you keep the tables.”) and 
some are critical (“Why does it have to be 
so gosh darn hot in here?”), 

The conscientious and dedicated Hut- 
staff then read and respond to these com- 
ments. I love how professional they are in 
their responses to the most asinine ques- 
tions. Someone will ask something like 
“Why isn’t the water fountain colder?” The 
Hut will respond: “Well, as much as we'd 
like to have an adjustable temperature for 
the water, this building is quite old and 


THE JOHNS HOPKINS NEWS-LETTER BEST OF BALTIMORE 


funding has to go to things like making 
sure the elevators aren’t death traps before 
we can address your request. But we thank 
you for your interest. Sincerly, The Hut.” 

Where else on this campus is there a 
bathroom open 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week, and also provides entertaining 
reading? 

The bathroom and the area outside are 
a great way to waste away some valuable 
studying time when you're in the Hut as 
well. 


Best Male 


Athlete 
Steve Boyle 


Lacrosse 
By DEMIAN KENDALL 


Although the once-powerhouse Hop- 
kins men’s lacrosse team has suffered its 
share of disheartening losses this season, 
all hope is not yet lost. Though we still 
cling to dreams of National Champion- 
ships, the popular consensus seems to be 
that the 2007 season is one of rebuilding. 
With that in mind, all eyes are set toward 
the future, and that future is with the 
freshman attack Steve Boyle. 

Boyle was picked up by head coach Pi- 
etramala as one of the top recruits of 2006. 
The star of his high school, Pinkerton 
Academy in Derry, N.H., Boyle tallied 434 
points in his career through a combina- 
tion of goals and assists, scoring over 100 
in each of his sophomore, junior and se- 
nior seasons. Boyle was a three-time All- 
American, three-time New Hampshire 
Offensive Player of the Year, and four- 
time All-State qualifier. At Pinkerton, he 
led his team to three state championships, 
winning the state title his senior year, fin- 
ishing his high school career 76-4. 

The freshman prodigy has certainly not 
ceased in his dominance since donning the 
blue and white. Boyle remains number one 
in team statistics with 22 points: 14 goals 
and 8 assists. Boyle scored a career-high 

four goals and one assist in the St. Patrick’s 
Day game against Syracuse. His first goal 
gave the Blue Jays their first lead of the 
game (3-2) and sparked a rally that pushed 
the Jays to topple the Orange 17-9. 

Pietramala’s prize player will only 
continue to dominate as the season pro- 
gresses. Following the Duke game, Boyle 
and the Blue Jays will face long-time ri- 
vals Maryland and Navy before finishing 
the regular season with Towson, Mount 
St. Mary's and Loyola. With Boyle on the 
Blue Jays’ roster for three more years to 
come, combined with Pietramala’s consis- 
tent drive toward perfection, expect to see 
Boyle soon repeat his high school perfor- 

mance, leading his new team once again 
to a championship victory. 








Best New 


Tradition 
The Nest 


By STEPHEN BERGER 


Feel like showing some Hopkins pride? 
Until a couple of years ago, your only op- 
tions would have been pulling an all-night- 
er with fellow night owls at D-level and the 
Hut. But now, thanks to our school’s best 
new tradition, you can shout, cheer and 
generally make a fool of yourself without 
anyone giving you the evil eye. 

I’m talking, of course, about The Nest. 

If your only acquaintance with The 
Nest comes from those Pepsi-sponsored 
shirts from orientation, you're in for quite 
a surprise at your next lacrosse game. 
Simply put, The Nest is the designated 
student section at Homewood Field. Or 
more accurately, it’s where the party’s at. 

Show up an hour before a lacrosse 
game and it will already be filling up. 
You'd better grab a seat early because they 
go absurdly fast, especially for matches 
with our biggest rivals. 

You won't really need that seat, though. 
The whole point of The Nest is never to sit. 
Not once, not even for a minute. Everyone 
around you will be on their feet, waving 
foam hands and cheering after every goal. 

Students could still show their pride at 
games before The Nest was inaugurated 
during spring 2005. But a group of 
especially proud Blue Jays wanted more, 
so they talked to the Athletic Department 
and set up a special part of the stadium 
just for their fellow students. 


No where else around Homewood 


Field or (really) around the entire Home- 
wood campus will you find the kind of 
concentrated excitement, enthusiasm or 
spirit as at The Nest. So grab your foam 
hand (or black and blue face paint) and 
your beverage of choice, and fly on over 
to The Nest. 


Best Parking Area 
Left side of N. Charles St. 


By SAL GENTILE 


Parking around this campus can be a 
hellish experience. If you bring a car to 
school, prepare for the endless circular 
trip around N. Charles that is inevitable 
every time you need to park. 

And of course, there are always the 
friendly public officials of the Baltimore 
City Police Department. I swear I've seen 
these guys circling dead bodies, waiting 
to give them tickets for parking in those 
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The Nest is possibly the only place on campus where you'll find the Hopkins spirit in all its glory. 


annoying two-hour zones. 

In order to get around with a car, you 
have to be crafty and know where to look. 
You also have to have patience. With that 
in mind, I recommend the left side of N. 
Charles Street. 

First of all, you can never get towed 
there. Many a naive driver has parked on 
the right side of N. Charles, only to find 
his automobile pilfered by the endlessly 
bloodthirsty machine that is the city tow 
truck. When you park on the right side of 
the street, you have to move your car at 
certain hours, lest it be moved for you to 
a lot somewhere in New Jersey. But when 
you find a spot on the left side, you can be 
assured that your car will stay there until 
its gets stolen. 

Just kidding. Another reason for park- 
ing on the left side of N. Charles is that the 
Hop Cops patrol the area with the vigi- 
lance of an ice cream vendor. They circle 
the area non-stop, so if something fishy is 
going down with your car, at least they’II 
see it and maybe get a laugh. 

But seriously — in order to make use 
of the left side of N. Charles, you have 
to have patience. Spend the 15 to 30 min- 
utes it takes to circle the block and wait for 
residents or University employees to move 
their cars, and you've got one of the prime 
parking spots in Charles Village. 


Best Place to 
People-watch 


Terrace outside the library 


By STEPHANIE YU 


In recent months, street fashion blogs 
like The Sartorialist in New York and 
Face Hunter in Paris have gained large 


followings among casual fashion junkies 
around the world. The premise of these 
blogs is simple: one photographer patrols 
the streets of a major city and whenever 
they see someone with a truly unique 
outfit, they get their picture taken and 
that picture ends up on the blog. The re- 
sultis a montage of quirky, funky and hip 
people all on one Web page, with outfits 
you can oogle for a good 15 minutes of 
anti-homework procrastination. 

If you’re big on blogs and fashion, 
youre probably incessantly tabbing 
through these fashion blogs once, twice, 
six times a day to keep updated. Why 
don’t you unglue your eyes from your 
computer and do some real fashion hunt- 
ing on your own? 

Not only is there a good number of 
fashion-forward ladies and gents at Hop- 
kins, there are also plenty 
of prime people-watching 
hot spots on campus where 
you can catch a glimpse of 
them. The area to make the 
most of your people watch- 
ing free time is the terrace 
outside of the library. 

There are plenty of com- 
fortable tables and chairs 
as well as easy access to 
coffee and other lazy day 
treats at Café Q. Best of all, 
the little crosswalk that 
connects the circular drive 
to the Gilman quad is a ver- 
itable catwalk. A student 
could saunter through that 
pathway wearing a terry 
cloth jumpsuit and a pair 
of Birkenstocks and they 
would have the illusion of 
feeling like runway mate- 
rial. 

On sunny gorgeous 
days, this terrace is an ideal 
spot to bring your home- 
work, a friend and a cup of 
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iced coffee for a good hour or so of qual- 
ity people-watching. Not only will you be 
able to remove yourself from those ad- 
dictive fashion blogs, you'll be able to get 
some fresh air and a little sun as well. 


Best Place to 


Procrastinate 
M-level 


By SAL GENTILE 


That’s right. The library. Everyone 
knows it. You absolutely cannot, under 
any circumstances, get even the slightest 
lick of work done if you try to do it on M- 
level. 

I know what you’re saying: “I do plenty 
of work on M-level!” Well, you don’t. And 
if you do — if you actually do — you're 
using M-level for all the wrong reasons. 
M-level does not exist for people who 
do schoolwork. M-level exists for people 
who pretend to do schoolwork. It exists 
to make people feel as if they went some- 
where and did something, even though, 
at the end of the day, that paper on logic, 
probability and Renaissance theatre is 
still completely non-existent. 

M-level, if you want to know, was actu- 
ally designed to facilitate procrastination. 
When they first built the library, the archi- 
tects (Hopkins cutthroats themselves) fig- 
ured the layout, which emphasizes social 
interaction rather than individual study, 
would attract all the slackers and humani- 
ties students who loved to “talk” to one 
another, leaving the engineers to capital- 
ize on their laziness. True fact. 





LAURA BITNER/NEWS: 
Go ahead. Try to get some work done on M-level. We dare you. 
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MICrOS 
Career Fair 2007 


Meet our Hiring Managers 
Thursday, April 19% 
4pm — 7pm 


Held onsite at the corporate office 
7031 Columbia Gateway Drive 
Columbia, MD 21046 


MICROS Systems, Inc. is the world’s leading 
developer of enterprise applications serving 
the hospitality and specialty retail industries. 
We are a smart, progressive, energetic, rapidly 
growing great place to work. We seek 
individuals looking for a fast paced, exciting 
career to grow with us. Entry level to Executive 
positions available. MICROS offers a great 
business casual working environment, 
competitive salary and a comprehensive line 
of benefits. 


For Career Information: 


htt p:// www.micros.com/careers/ 


For information about our company and products: www.micros.com 


“We're powering the hospitality and retail 
industries” 


Reasons To Send Flowers: 
Formals - Graduation - Thank You 
Please Help - Gust Secause 
And, One More: 
10% Studeut Discount 


Lo 


Phone: 410-467-6116 ~ 
National: 800-541-2372 
3113 St. Paul Street 


Baltimore, MD 21218 www.gordonflorist.com 


www.jhunewsletter.com 


Quite possibly the best 
thing since sliced bread. 


CFanceton 


We Score More 


GMAT GRE LSAT MCAT 


Raise your score. Guaranteed. 


Classes Starting Soon. Call Now to Register. 
800-2Review PrincetonReview.com 





